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THE EDITORS PREFACE 



TO VHE 



FOURTH EDITION. 



William Penn's Journal of his Travels in Hol- 
land and Germany in the service of the gospel, 
first appeared in print in 1694, seventeen years 
after the journey had been performed ; but during 
the Author's life-time, as his own Preface shows. 
It was so well received, that a second edition came 
out the same year, and a third in 1714 : probably 
these would have been succeeded by others, had 
not his Collected Works, first published in 1726, 
about eight years after his decease, seemed in some 
degree to supersede the republication of detached 
portions of them. 

It is, however, much to be regretted, that the 
written labours of this truly great man, should. 
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through the very desire not to withhold any thing- 
that had come from his pen^ have heen narrowed 
up as to their sphere of usefulness among that com- 
paratively small class of readers^ who could pur- 
chase and wade through two large folio volumes of 
more than nine hundred pages each. 

It was not till fifty-six years after these huge 
productions were completed^ that they were re- 
duced to an octavo size ; and although some of the 
Pieces have been separately printed, from that 
time to the present, still it may be said, that the 
circulation of the writings of William Penn has 
been to this day too much obstructed, even among 
that Society of which he was so bright an orna- 
ment. 

The Editor has taken considerable pains in the 
getting up of this little volume : he has closely 
compared different editions, and also revised it by 
what is believed to be the Authors oum MS» copy, 
although the 2nd edition was said to be so revised. 
And further, he has thought fit to divide the Jour- 
nal into chapters, with headings to each ; as being 
likely to render the reading of the work more agree- 
able, and even more beneficial. 

That the present popular and inviting form, in 
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which the Travels are now given, so accessible to 
readers of almost every class, may have the effect 
of bringing afresh under notice the excellent spi- 
rit and sentiments of our Author ; and that the 
youth amongst us, and indeed every member of 
this highly distinguished Society, as well as other 
professing Christians, may fully estimate and duly 
follow the example of such an one, as he followed 
Christ, our Divine Leader, in the way of the 
daily cross, remains the design and desire of the 

Editor, 

JOHN BARCLAY. 

Croydon, 
Thiid month, 1835. 

N. B. Several of the very impressive Pieces and 
Letters of religious counsel, which were written 
during this Journey, are placed in an Appendix ; 
and some of them have been now printed separately 
in the form of Tracts, being particularly suited for 
distribution at the present day. A notice respect- 
ing them is given at the end of this volume. 
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AUTHORS PREFACE. 



This ensuing Journal of my Travels in Holland 
and Germany^ in the service of the gospel of my 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christy was written for my 
own satisfaction, and that of some relations and 
particular Friends, as the long time it has lain si- 
lent shows. But a copy that was found amongst 
the late Countess of Conway's papers,**^ falling into 
the hands of a person who much frequented that 
family, he was earnest with me, hoth hy himself 
and others, to have leave to publish it for a c(»n- 
mon good. Upon perusal, I have found a willing* 
nesB to comply with [this request;] hoping that 
the Lord will make the reading of it effectual to 
some into whose hands it may fall ; — as well those 

* WUliam Peim, and some oUien of the early Friends, were 
well acquainted with this excellent and distingaished character. 
For a remarkahle account of her, see a supplementary note in 
<< Letters of Isaac Penington,'* 2nd edit. p. 303. Holdsworth 
A Ball, London, 1829. 
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who have received a dispensation of the same mi- 
nistry, for their encouragement in their public 
service for God, as those who are under the same 
ministry, unto zeal and faithfulness. 

For it is the glorious gospel day, in which God is 
exalting At« dear Son, as Prophet, Priest, and King, in 
the hearts of his people. O that the nations would 
hear him, their only saving health, and Israel's great 
Shepherd ! who takes care of his sheep, that hear his 
voice, and gives unto them that follow him in the 
daily cross unto regeneration, eternal life ; — and 
who hath sent, and is sending forth his servants, to 
gather home the sheep tf^at are gone astray in all 
nations, that so there miy be but one Shepherd 
and one sheepfold; according to the glorious pro- 
mise made to these latter times, in which he said, he 
would he the teacher of his people himself For he 
is teaching thousands, by the light. Spirit, and 
grace of his Son Christ, in whom he is well pleased. 
To this, God hath sent forth his servants in this 
day, to turn all people^ as God's call and visitation 
to the nations : — and blessed are all those that 
hearken to this testimony, both mediately and im- 
mediately. 

For God is awakening men to the knowledge of 
his glory in the face or appearance of Christ, by his 
Spirit in their hearts and consciences, which reveals 
to men the Father, yea, the deep things of God. O 
that they would hear, and fear, and learn the things 
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that make for their eternal peace ! For if the 
righteous scarcely are saved, where, O where, shall 
they appear that neglect so great salvation ! — a sal- 
vation that comes so near them, as to knock at the 
door of their hearts ; that searches them and tries 
their reins, and tells unto them their most inward 
thoughts; and brings a line of judgment over all 
their words and works. This is Christ Jesus, the 
Light of the world, that was given of God for salva- 
tion to the end$ of the earth. He has enlightened 
all, and shines to all, and calls all, that they should 
see their sins and be sorry for them, and forsake 
them, and take up his d^ily cross and follow him, 
whom -Ood hath given fcfr an example as well as a 
propitiation for our sins. And none can know him 
to be their propitiation, that reject him as their ex- 
ample and leader in their lives and conversations. 
Wherefore, reader, be serious, inward, and inqui- 
sitive for thy soul's sake. What faith hast thou ? 
Is it one that overcomes the world, or one that the 
spirit of the world overcomes ? — which is not the 
faith of God's elect, without which we cannot please 
God. For that faith works by love. Is it such a 
love to God as will not offend him, but seeks his 
glory through a most willing obedience to his holy 
will? Blessed are the souls in whom this love 
dwells ! For such have none in heaven but God, 
nor in the earth in comparison of him. As they 
receive all good from him, so they resign all up to 
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ilim ; and thongh it be through many tribulations 
that they must attain the rest of Grod ; yet as no- 
thing can separate them from his love^ so neither 
can any thing deprive them of their reward in the 
end. 

Wherefore, reader, be thou persuaded to take thy 
lot among that blessed number, if thou art not yet 
<me of them. Thou seest the way to that Divine 
privilege ; walk in it ; for the end crowns ail. And 
if one of that number, that have chosen God for 
thm portion, be diligent, zealous, and fervent in 
the work and service of Grod. Redeem thy time, 
and run thy race with care and constancy ; looking 
unto Jesus, the author, that he may be the finisher 
of thy faith. Remember who said, there are many 
mansions prepared for the faithfol. Do we believe 
and look for another world ? Let us not then live 
in this, as if there were no other. Let our eyes be 
upon our better world, and live here as strangers 
that are but on our way to our eternal home ; that 
so we may answer the end of God's love, by work- 
ing out the salvation of our own souls by his power 
with fear and trembling ; knowing that God will 

judge all, by Christ Jesus, according to the deeds 
done in the body. 

Reader, this journal is of a religious voyage, and 
has some passages in it that may engage thy soul 
to seriousness, and let thee see how good God is to 
those that go of his holy errands* Mayst thou be 
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heartily affected with this testimony of his love 
and presence with his people ; and feel good de- 
sires raised in thee to serve the Lord also, according 
to his blessed will, in thy day ; that peace thon 
mayst know to thy soul, when time here shall be 
no more. 

I am thy assured Friend in the best things, 

W. PENN. 
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CHAPTER I. 



1677. William Penn leaves his home in Sussex — 
Embarks at Harwich — Arrives at Rotterdam — 
Meetings there, and at Ley den — General Meet- 
ing at Amsterdam — Writes an address to the King 
of Poland. 

On the 22d of the 5th month, 1677, being the Ist 
day of the week, I left my dear wife and family at 
Wormingharst in Sussex, in the fear and love of 
God, and came well to London that night. The 
next day I employed myself on Friends' behalf, that 
were in sufferings, till the evening; and then went 
to mv own mothers in Essex. 

On the 24th I took my journey to Colchester, 
and met George Watts of London upon the way ; 
who returned with me, and came well to that town 
the same evening. We lodged at John Furly's the 
elder, but had a blessed meeting at Jonathan 
Furly's house that night. 

The next morning early I left Colchester, and 
came to Harwich about noon, accompanied with 
George Watts and John Furly the elder, William 
Tailcoat, and J. Whiterly of Colchester ; where we 

B 
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found dear George Fox at J. VanderwalPs house, 
with many more Friends. After dinner we went all 
to tlie meeting, where the Lord gave us a blessed 
earnest of his love and presence, that should be with 
us in this voyage. For his holy, overcoming, re- 
freshing power did open all our hearts, and many of 
our mouths in ministry, prayer, and praises, to the 
magnifying of his own name and truth in that place. 

The meeting done, we returned to John Vander- 
wall's house, where we took our leave of Friends ; 
that is to say, of the Friends of that place, with 
others that came with us, or met us there. And so 
we went on board the packet-boat : where, by the 
special favour of the master of the packets to me, 
(he having formerly served under my father,) we 
had the best accommodation given to us. Many of 
the Friends accompanied us to the ship, not leav- 
ing us till all was fixed ; and then we parted in the 
fellowship of Jesus. 

Those that came over were George Fox, Robert 
Barclay, G. Keith, G. Watts, John Furly, William 
Tailcoat, Isabel Yeomans, Elizabeth Keith, myself, 
with two of our servants. 

We set sail about three in the morning of the 
26th, being the 5th day of the week ; and got the 
6th day at night within half a league of the Briel. 
We had good service those two days in the ship 
with several passengers, French and Dutch : and 
though they seemed at first to be shy of us, and 
to slight us, yet at last their hearts were much 
opened in kindness towards us, and the universal 
principle had place* 

The next morning Friends were fetched on shore 
by a boat of Rotterdam, with some Friends of that 
city that came to the Briel to meet us» The Friends 
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that came were Aaron Sonnemans^ Benjamin Furly , 
and S. Johnson, Vettekeuken, with three youngs 
men that live at B. Furly's house. After we had 
eaten^ we took boat immediately for Rotterdam; 
where we arrived about noon, and where many 
Friends came to see us, among whom we were com- 
forted. 

On the 29th, being the Ist day of the week, we 
had two meetings at B. Furly's house ; whither re- 
sorted a great company of people, some of them 
being of the most considerable note in that city : 
and (oh, blessed be the true word of life, that never 
failed them that rest upon it and abide in it!) the 
gospel was preached, the dead were raised, and the 
living comforted ; and God even our God bore hea- 
venly record to his only begotten Son in us : and 
Truth is honourable in the eyes of several of that 
place. 

The next day we spent in visiting friends from 
house to house, not in one company, being lodged 
in several quarters of the city. All our visits were 
precious meetings ; — for, indeed, for that end God 
brought us into this land. Several of us dined and 
supped that day at two great men's houses, where 
we had blessed opportunities to make known unto 
them what was the hope of our glory ; that mystery, 
which to the Gentiles is now revealing, even Christ 
Jesus, the light and life of the world manifested in us. 

On the 31sl G. F., J. F., W. T., and myself, after 
having broken our fast at A» Sonnemans, took boat 
for Leyden, where we came that night, in order to 
be at Harlem next day at a meeting appointed by 
G. F. and myself from Rotterdam : being accompa- 
nied by J. BoclifFs, J. A rents, and J. Glaus, who came 
from Amsterdam on purpose to conduct us thither. 

B 2 
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At Harlem we arrived about the eleventh hour ; 
and went to the house of a good old man, that had 
long waited for, and is now come to behold the con- 
solation and salvation of Israel. After we had a 
little refreshed ourselves, we went to the meeting ; 
where the Lord gave us a blessed opportunity, not 
only with respect to Friends, but many sober Bap- 
tists and professors, that came in and abode in the 
meeting to the end : blessed be the name of the Lord. 

The meeting done, we went to Amsterdam, in 
company with several Friends of that city, and of 
Alkmaer and Embden, who met us at the meeting 
at Harlem. We were lodged at Gertrude Dirick's 
house. G. K. and his wife, aqd R. B. staid over 
the 4th day's meeting at Rotterdam, and so came 
not tiU the next day ; which was the day of the 
general meeting of Friends in this country. 

On the 2d of the 6tb month, at G. D.'s house, 
the general meeting was held, both of men and 
women : and the Loi-d, who is setting up his own 
kingdom by his own power, owned us with his own 
blessed presence, and opened us in that wisdom and 
love, that all things ended with peace, great concord, 
and comfort: many things being spoken, especially 
by our dear Friend G. F., that were of good service; 
and I hope will dwell with them for ever. 

These several things agreed upon, being of good 
savour and report, I think fit here to insert. 

" At the General Meeting of Friends at Amsterdam, 
the 2d of the 6th month, 1677, 

"1. Be it known to all men, that the power of 
God, the Gospel, is the authority of all our men's and 
women's meetings ; and every heir of that power is 
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an heir of tbat authority, and go becometh a living 
member of right of either of those meetings, and of 
the heavenly fellowship and order in which they 
stand : which is not of man^ nor by man. 

" 2. That each monthly meeting have a collection 
apart; and also that there be another collection 
quarterly at Amsterdam from each meeting for ge- 
neral services ; and that it be not disposed of, but 
by the consent of the said quarterly meeting. 

" 3. It is agreed upon, that henceforth a yearly 
meeting be held here at Amsterdam ; unto which 
Friends in the Palatinate, Hamburgh, Lubeck, and 
Fredericstadt, &c. be invited : of which meeting 
there shall be given notice to the Friends of the 
yearly meeting at London, to be kept always on the 
5th day of tbat week, which is fully the third week 
following after the yearly meeting at London. 

** 4. It is also agreed upon, that henceforth this 
general meeting is to be changed into a quarterly 
meeting: and that the first quarterly meeting 
hereafter shall be held on the second 5th day of 
the 9th month following, and so forth every quarter 
on the second 5th day of the month. This 2d of 
the 9th month is to be this first quarterly meeting. 

" 5. It is also agreed, that henceforth a monthly 
meeting in Friesland should be established, as also 
at Rotterdam ; and that on the second 2d day of 
each month : and at Harlingen upon the third dd 
day of the month. 

" 6. Further, that in the interim, the Friends of 
Alkmaer, and Harlem, and Waterland, are to have 
their monthly meeting with Friends at Amsterdam : 
and to begin the said meeting the 6th day of the 
7th month, and so forth ; always upon the first 2d 
day of the month at the eighth hour. 
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" 7. And farther, concerning gospel order : — 
though the doctrine of Christ Jesas requireth his 
people to admonish a brother or sister twice, before 
they tell the church ; yet that limiteth none, so as 
they shall use no longer forbearance, before they 
tell the church ; but that they shall not less than 
twice admonish their brother or sister, before they 
tell the church. And it is desired of all, that before 
they publicly complain, they wait in the power of 
God to feel, if there is no more required of them to 
their brother or sister, before they expose him or her 
to the church. Let this be weightily considered, 

" 8. And further, when the church is told, and 
the party admonished by the church again and again, 
and he or she remain still insensible and unrecon- 
ciled ; let not final judgment go forth against him or 
her, till every one of the meeting hath cleared his 
or her conscience : that if any thing be upon any 
further to visit such a transgressor, they may clear 
themselves, if possibly the party may be reached 
and saved. And after all are clear of the blood of 
such an one, let the judgment of Friends in the 
power of God go forth against him or her, as moved 
for the Lord's honour and glory sake ; that no re-r 
proach may come or rest upon God's holy name, 
truth, and people. 

"9. As much as possibly can be, let all differ- 
ences be ended by some honest Friends; and trouble 
not the monthly or quarterly meetings with them : 
and if that will not do, proceed to your particular 
monthly meetings. But if they be not there ended 
neither ; then take aside six honest Friends out of 
the quarterly meeting, and let them hear and de- 
termine the matter. And in case any person or 
persons be so obstinate, as that they refuse the sense 
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and love of Friends, and will not comply with them ; 
then proceed towards them according to the way of 
truth in such cases. 

" 10. That all such as hehold their hrother or 
sister in a transgression, go not in a rough, light, or 
upbraiding spirit to reprove or admonish him or 
her, but in the power of the Lord and spirit of the 
Lamb; in the wisdom and love of the truth, which 
suffereth thereby, to admonish such an offender. So 
may the soul of such a brother or sister be season- 
ably and effectually reached unto and overcome, and 
have cause to bless the name of the Lord on their 
behalf: and so a blessing may be rewarded into 
the bosom of the faithful and tender brother or 
sister that so admonisheth. 

"11. And be it known unto all, we cast out none 
from among us : for if they go from the light, and 
spirit, and power, in which our unity is, they cast out 
themselves. And it has been our way to admonish 
them, that they may come to the spirit and light 
of God which they are gone from ; and so come into 
unity again : for our fellowship standeth in the light, 
that the world hateth, and in the spirit, that the 
world grieveth, vexeth, and quencheth. And if 
they will not hear our admonitions, the light con- 
demneth them, and then goeth our testimony out 
against them. 

" 12. That no condemnation is to go further, than 
the transgression is known. And if he or she re- 
turn, and give forth a condemnation against himself 
or herself, (which is more desirable than that we 
should do it,) this is a testimony of his or her re- 
pentance and resurrection before God, his people, 
and the whole world : as David, when Nathan 
came to admonish him. Psal. li. 
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" 13. That no testimony by way of condemnation 
be given forth against any man or woman, whatever 
crime they commit, before admonition, and till 
such time as they have gospel order, according to 
Christ's doctrine. 

" 14. And if any brother or sister hear any re- 
port of any brother or sister, let him or her go to 
the party, and know the truth of the report : and if 
true, let the* thing be judged : if false, go then to 
the reporter, and let him or her bo. judged. And if 
any should report it at a second or third hand, 
without going to the party of whom the report 
goeth, let such be brought to judgment ; for thou 
shalt neither raise nor suffer a report to lie upon my 
people, saith the Lord : for they are to be holy, as 
be is holy ; and just as he is just* 

" 15. And if any controversy or weakness should 
appear in either men's or women's meetings, let it 
not be told out of your meetings; because such 
speeches tend to the defaming of such persons and 
meetings, and to the hurt of the common unity, and 
breach of the heavenly society and privilege." 

This is an account of what passed in this general 
meeting. 

Next day, notice being already given, we had a 
large public meeting, in which the sound of the ever- 
lasting gospel, testament, and covenant went forth : 
and the meeting ended with a sweet and weighty 
sense. That evening we had a more select meeting 
of Friends than the day before, in which the nature 
of marriage, and the practice of Friends relating to 
it, and other things were very weightily and closely 
discoursed. The resolutions were these following. 

" 1. A scruple concerning the law of the ma- 
gistrate about marriage, being proposed and dis- 
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coursed of in the fear of God among Friends in a 
select meeting ; it was the universal and unanimous 
sense of Friends, that joining in marriage is the 
work of the Lord only, and not of priest or ma- 
gistrate. For it is God's ordinance and not man's : 
and therefore Friends cannot consent that thev 
should join them together. For we marry none ; it 
is the Lord's work, and we are hut witnesses. 

'' 2. But yet, if a Friend, through tenderness, 
have a desire that the magistrate should know it 
before the marriage be concluded ; they may pub- 
lish the same, after the thing hath by Friends been 
found clear ; and afler the marriage is performed in 
a public meeting of Friends and others, (according 
to the holy order and practice of Friends in truth 
throughout the world, and the manner of the holy 
men and women of old,) may go and carry a copy of 
the certificate to the magistrate ; they are left to their 
freedom herein, that if they please they may register 
it. But for piiests or magistrates to marry, or join 
any in that relation, it is not according to Scripture : 
and our testimony and practice have been always 
against it It was God's work before the fall, and 
it is God's work alone in the restoration. 

*' 3, If any Friend have it upon him to reprint any 
book already printed, and approved either in Eng- 
land or here, they may do it upon their own charges. 

" 4. It is also agreed, that the care of reading and 
approving books, be laid upon some of every meet- 
ing ; to the end no book may be published but in 
the unity. Yet any other faithful Friends not so 
nominated, are not thereby excluded. Though in 
all these cases it is desired, that all would avoid 
unnecessary disputes about words, which profit 
not, but keep in the love that edifieth. 
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'* 5. It is further concluded, that the general 
stock of the quarterly meeting be not disposed of, 
but by the consent of the quarterly meeting. But 
if, betwixt times, there should be a pressing neces- 
sity concerning the public ; let that monthly meeting, 
where it shall fall out, lay down the money, and 
give in an account at the next quarterly meeting in 
order to their relief, if it appear that they are thereby 
overcharged. And let all things be done without 
favour, affection, relation, or any respect to persons, 
even for the Lord's sake, and his blessed everlasting 
truth ; that God may bless and prosper his people. 

" And let all things be written down, both as to 
your monthly and quarterly meeting collections; 
what you receive, and what you disburse : that all 
may be fair and clear, to the satisfaction of all that 
desire to see and examine the books." 

And the Lord's fear, and life, and power was over 
all, in which the Lord God preserve his for ever. 

The 4th of the 6th month, being the 7th day 
of the week, was employed in visiting Friends, and 
preparing ourselves for a further journey : that is 
to say, George Keith, Robert Barclay, Benjamin 
Furly, and myself. 

Finding letters here from the Friends of Dantzic, 
complaining of their heavy sufferings they under- 
went ; informing us also that the King of Poland 
was there, and asking advice about an address to 
him, it fell upon me to write the following letter in 
the name of the Friends of Dantzic. 

*' To the King of Poland. 

** Great Prince ! 
" Actions of justice, mercy, and truth are worthy 
of all men ; but in a most excellent manner, of the 
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serious consideration of kings and princes. We, 
certain inhabitants of the city of Dantzic, have been 
long great sufferers, not for any wickedness com- 
mitted against the royal law of God, or any breach 
of those civil laws of this city, that relate to the 
well-government of it in all natural and civil 
things ; but purely and only for the cause of our 
tender consciences towards God. 

*' This severity being by us represented to the 
magistrates of this city, we could not as yet receive 
from them any relief; some expressing, as if easing 
the burden of our oppressions should give thee, O 
King, an occasion of dissatisfaction against them ; 
who art our acknowledged protector. 

" Being thus necessitated, and in a manner driven 
to make this address unto thee ; take it not amiss, 
that we, with that humility and patience, that be- 
cometh the servants and followers of Jesus, and 
with all manner of Christian respect and sincerity 
of mind, briefly relate to thee, the most fundamen- 
tal principles most surely believed by us : which 
we hope thou wilt believe deserve not those pu- 
nishments, that are inflicted upon us as evil doers. 

" 1. We do reverently believe, that there is one 
God and Father, one Lord Jesus Christ, and one 
Holy Spirit, and these three are one. Eph. iv. 6. 

" 2. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament to have been given forth by Divine 
inspiration; and that they are profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; ' able to make the man of God wise 
unto salvation through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus.' 2 Tim. iii, 15, 16. 

"3. That these Holy Scriptures are not to be 
understood, but by the discoveries, teachings, and 
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operations of the Eternal Spirit, from whence they 
came. 

" 4. We believe that all mankind, through dis- 
obedience to the Spirit of God, are fallen short of 
the glory of God, and in that state are under con- 
demnation : but that God, out of his infinite good- 
ness and kindness, hath sent his Son a light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth and obeyeth 
this light, should not abide in darkness, but have 
the light of eternal life. 

" 5. We believe this gift of light and grace 
through Jesus Christ to be universal ; and that there 
is not a man or woman upon earth, that hath not 
a sufficient measure of this light, and to whom this 
grace hath not appeared to reprove their ungodly 
works of darkness, and to lead them that obey it to 
eternal salvation. And this is the great condemna- 
tion of the world at this day, under all their great 
professions of God, Christ, Spirit, and Scriptures; 
that though Christ hath enlightened them, yet they 
will not bring their deeds to the light, but hate the 
light, and love their dark customs and practices 
rather than the light; ' because their deeds are evil.' 

" 6. We do believe in the birth, life, doctrine, 
miracles, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; and that he laid down his life for 
the ungodly, not to continue so, but that they should 
deny their wickedness and ungodliness; and live 
soberly, righteously, and godlikely in this present 
evil world : as the saints of old did, that were re- 
deemed from the earth, and sat in heavenly places. 

" 7. We do believe, that as the devil through 
man's disobedience brought sin into man's heart, so 
Christ Jesus, through man's belief in, and obedience 
to his Holy Spirit, light, and grace, cleanseth the 
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heart of sin ; destroyeth the works of the devil ; 
finisbeth transgression, and bringeth in everlast- 
ing righteousness. That as the devil hath bad 
bis kingdom of darkness in man, so Christ may 
have his kingdom of light, life, righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost in the heart of 
man : and not that Christ Jesus savetb men from 
wrath and not from sin ; ^ for the wages of sin is 
death ' in whose heart soever it liveth ; ' but the gift 
of God is eternal life,' to all that believe and obey, 
through Jesus Christ. 

" 8. We do believe, that all true ministry and 
worship only stand in the experimental sense, opera- 
tions, and leadings of this holy light, spirit, or grace, 
that is shed abroad in the hearts of men and women, 
to conduct them in the holy way of regeneration 
unto life eternal. This was the ancient apostolical 
doctrine ; they spoke what they had seen, tasted, 
and handled of the Word of God. And this is our 
faith, doctrine, and practice in this day. 

" And be not displeased with us, O King, we 
entreat thee, if we give this for the reason of our 
absenting ourselves from the public and common 
ministry or worship ; namely, that we have no taste 
or relish, no sense or evidence that their ministry 
and worship are authorized and performed by the 
apostolical power and spirit of Jesus ; but rather 
that they are the inventions, studies, and powers of 
man's nature : all which are but strange fire ; and 
therefore cannot kindle a true and acceptable sacri- 
fice to God. 

" For it is not man's spirit and degenerate nature, 
speaking and professing the words of God's Spirit, 
that giveth acceptance with the Lord, or adminis- 
lereth heavenly edification to men. Nor can we be- 
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lieve, that where pride, passion, wrath, malice, per- 
secution, envy, and strife, lusts, vanity, wantonness, 
and worldly-mindedness have such sway and power, 
that the true Christian spirit, life, and doctrine, can 
be heartily received and followed. 

" And as this is the reason in the sight and presence 
of that God, that made heaven and earth, and will 
judge the quick and dead, wherefore we cannot join 
in the common and public worship of these parts ; 
so doth the same light and Spirit of God lay an 
holy necessity upon us, with a meek and quiet spirit 
to come together after the manner of the ancient 
Christians, that were the true followers of Jesus ; 
and with godly fear and a retired mind to wait upon 
God, and meditate in his holy law of life, that he 
hath written in our hearts, according to his new 
covenant promise : that he may feed us, teach us, 
strengthen us, and comfort us in our inward man. 
And as by this Holy Spirit, according to the prac- 
tice of the churches of old, any are inclined or 
moved to reprove, exhort, admonish, praise, or pray, 
we are found exercised in these holy practices. 

" Now, O Prince I give us poor Christians leave 
to expostulate with thee. Did Christ Jesus, or his 
holy followers endeavour by precept or example to 
set up their religion with a carnal sword ? Called 
he any troops of men or angels to defend him ? 
Did he encourage Peter to dispute his escape with 
the sword ? But did he not say. Put it up ? Or did 
he countenance his over-zealous disciples, when 
they would have had fire from heaven, to destroy 
those that were not of their mind ? No: but did not 
Christ rebuke them, saying, 'Ye know not what 
spirit ye are of?* And if it was neither Christ's 
Spirit, nor their own spirit that would have fire 
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from beaven, oh ! what is that spirit, that would 
kindle fire on earth, to destroy such as peaceably 
dissent upon the account of conscience ? If we may 
not wish that God would smite men of other judg- 
ments, because they differ from us, (in which there is 
no use of carnal weapons,) can we so far deceive our- 
selves, as to esteem ourselves Christians and follow- 
ers of Christ, whilst we encourage men with worldly 
weapons to persecute such as dissent from us ? 

" O King ! when did the true religion persecute ? 
When did the true church offer violence for reli- 
gion ? Were not her weapons prayers, tears^ and 
patience P Did not Jesus conquer by those wea- 
pons, and vanquish cruelty by suffering ? Can 
clubs and staves, swords, and prisons, and banish- 
ments reach the soul, convert the heart, or convince 
the understanding of man P When did violence 
ever make a true convert, or bodily punishments a 
sincere Christian P This maketh void the end of 
Christ's coming, which is to save men's lives, and 
not to destroy them ; to persuade them, and not to 
force them; yea, it robbeth God's Spirit of its office, 
which is to convince the world : that is the sword 
by which the ancient Christians overcame. It was 
the apostles' testimony, that their weapons were not 
carnal, but spiritual ; but the practice of their pre- 
tended successors proveth, that their weapons are 
not spiritual, but carnal. 

" Suppose we are tares, as the true wheat hath 
always been called ; yet pluck us not up for Christ's 
sake, who saith, ' Let the tares and the wheat grow 
together until the harvest,' that is, till the end of 
the world. Let God have his due as well as Csesar ; 
the judgment of conscience belongeth to him ; and 
mistakes about religion are best known to him. 
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" And here give us leave to mind thee of a noble 
saying* of one of thy ancestors, Stephen^ king of 
Poland : ' I am king of men, not of consciences : 
king of bodies, not of souls.' And there have been 
found, and still are among the emperors, kings, 
princes, and states of the world, some that have had 
that noble spirit of indulging their conscientious 
dissenting subjects : and not only with Gamaliel 
and Gallio not to persecute, but also eminently to 
protect and defend them from the hatred and vio- 
lence of their enemies. Be not thou less noble than 
they: consider how quietly and comfortably our 
Friends live under other governments. 

" And indeed, we conceive it to be the prudence 
of the kings and states of the world. For, if the 
wise man say true, * The glory of a prince is in the 
multitude of his people:* but this practice saith^ 
No, the glory of a prince is in the conformity of the 
people to the canons of the clergy ; which seemeth 
to strike at all civil society, which consisteth in men 
of virtue, parts, arts, and industry. But let man 
have ever such excellent abilities ; be ever so honest, 
peaceable, and industrious ; all which render them 
good and pro6table subjects to the prince : yet they 
must not live within their native country, unless 
they will sacri6ce the peace of their consciences 
by an hypocritical submission to the canons and 
fashions of the church. Is not this, O Prince, to 
set the church above the state ? the bishop above 
the king ? to waste and give away the strength and 
glory of a kingdom P 

'* O that thou mayst be wise even in thy genera- 
tion ! and use the power that God hath given thee, 
for God, and truth, and righteousness ; that therein 
Ihou mayst be like unto God, who, Peter telleth us. 
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' Accepteth of all that fear him and work righteous- 
ness/ throughout the world : — whose sun shineth 
upon all ; whose rain cometh upon all. 

" And lest any should be so injurious to us, as to 
render us enemies- to civil government; be it known 
unto thee, O King, that we honour all men in the 
Lord, not with the vain, inrented honours of this 
world, but with the true and solid honour that 
cometh from above : but mueh more kings, and 
those whom God hath placed in authority over us. 
For we believe magistracy to be both lawful and 
useful, for the terrifying of all evil doers, and the 
praise and encouragement of those that do well. 

*' The pi^mises duly considered, we entreat thee, 
O Prince, to take our sulTering case into thy serious 
r^^d ; and by that power and influence Uion hast 
with the magistrates of this city, to recommend our 
suffering condition to their serious consideration : 
that we may no longer lie under these not only un* 
christian, but unnatural severities, but receive that 
speedy and effectual relief, which becometh Chris- 
tian magistrates to give to their own sober and 
Christian people.'** 

* Our author had greeted these sufFerers with a consolatory let* 
ter as early as the year 1673, after his first journey-to the Conti- 
nent ; which tender eSusion is given in the Appendix to this vo- 
faiine. 

It appears by Besse's account of these Friends, that they had 
m» sooner joined the Society, and began to distiugniBh themselves 
ae belonging to it, by puUidy assembling after their usual man- 
ner Ibr the purpose of divine wotshtp, than three of dion were 
apprehaided 1^ the magistrates. After bemg detained some 
time in prison, they were actually banished beyond the seas by 
Older of the senate. The little company continuing to meet 
together, came to be more and mora molested both by magis- 
trates and people ; till, in one instance, the rude mob, to the 
mmber of a hundred persons, thronged into their meeting-room, 
pillaging their property, and using idmost all manner of shames 

c 
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CHAPTER II. 

Large Meeting at Amsterdam — William Penn, George 
Keith, Robert Barclay, and Benjamin Furly, take 
boat for Naerden — O^naburg — Visit to the Princess 
Elizabeth at Herwerden, 

On the 5th of 6th month, being the 1st day of the 
week, meeting began about the eleventh hour,' and 
held till about the fourth hour in the afternoon. 
There was a mighty concourse of people from seve- 
ral places of this country, and that of several per- 
suasions, Baptists, Presbyterians, Socinians, Seek- 
ers, &c. and God was with his people, and his 
Word of life and power, of wisdom and strength, 
covered them ; yea, the hidden things both of Esau 
and Jacob, the mystery both of iniquity and godli- 
ness, were opened and declared in the demonstra- 
tion of the Eternal Spirit that day. And, O blessed 
and magni6ed be the name of the Lord, that hath 

ful insolence; on which, the town officers makii^ their ap- 
pearance, carried off these unoffending sufierers into confine- 
ment Nor did such cogent appeals as that of William Penn 
prevail on their behalf. For during the space of some years the 
storm of persectttion continued, insomuch that most of them by 
frequent imprisonment^ oppression, and banishment, were re- 
duced to poverty, and unable for a considerable tune to support 
themselves and their £unilies. In 1684, two letters from them 
were read at the yearly meeting in London, describing their 
strait bondage in the house of correction, under extreme hard 
usage and cruelty, being chained together two and two by the 
hands, fed only with bread and water, and forced to lie upon 
straw through the severe winter. 
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not left; himself, nor his servants without a wit- 
ness ! Oh, he is worthy to be loved, and feared, 
and obeyed, and reverenced for ever ! 

The next day George Keith, Robert Barclay, 
Benjamin Furly, and myself, having taken our 
leave of dear George Fox and Friends, took boat 
for Naerden ; arriving there about the second hour 
in the afternoon. After having eatev, we took our 
leave of those Friends that had accompanied us 
thither, and begun our journey in the common 
post-waggon to Osnabui^ ; where we came on 4th 
day the 8th, in the evening. 

We passed through a very dark country to that 
place ; yet I felt not so great a weight and suffering 
in my spirit as six years ago, when I went through 
the same places. 

At Osnaburg we had a little time with the man 
of the inn, where we lay ; and left him several good 
books of Friends in the Low and High Dutch 
tongues to read and to dispose of. 

The next morning, being the 9th of the 6th 
month, we set forward for Herwerden or Herford, 
and came thitber at night. This is the city where 
the Princess Elizabeth Palatine of the Rhine hath 
her court; whom, and the Countess in company 
with her, it was especially upon us to visit; and 
that, upon several accounts.* First, in that they 
are persons seeking after the best things. Secondly, 
in that they are actually lovers and favourers of 

* William Penn, not long before he left home, had ad- 
dressed a religious letter of considerable length to these distin- 
guished diameters. Boubdess, a communication so fraught with 
important and weighty counsel, opened his way on the occasion 
of the present visit : as such, the reader is especially invited to 
die penisal. It is placed in the Appendix ; and is aUo to he had 
of the publiihertj separately^ in the firm of Trad, 

C 2 
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those, that separate themselves from the world for 
righteousness' sake. 

For the Princess is not only a private supporter 
of sach, but gave protection to De Labadie him- 
self, and his company; yea, when they went under 
the reproachful name of Quakers about seven years 
since. This man was a Frenchman, who being 
dissatisfied with the looseness and deadness of the 
French Protestants, even at Geneva itself, left them 
and came for Holland; and so yehemently de- 
claimed against the apostasy of the priests and 
people there, that the clergy were enraged, and 
stirred up the magistrates against him, and the 
rather, because many followed him, and several 
women of great quality. Upon this, the Princess 
gave them an invitation, and they came and were 
protected by her. But since, some miscarriages 
falling out in that place, she thereupon in good 
measure withdrew her favour from them, and they 
removed to another place. 

I was moved to visit this man and his company 
six years ago ; and did see him and his two great 
disciples : but they would not suffer me to see the 
people, which I laboured for. I in that day saw 
the airiness and unstableness of the man*s spirit ; 
and that a sect-master was his name. And it was 
upon me, both by word of mouth and writing to 
let them know, that the enemy would prevail 
against them to draw them into inconvenient 
things; if they came not to be stayed in the 
light of Jesus Christ, and to know the holy silence ; 
and thai at last they would come to fall out one 
with another, and moulder away: which is in 
some measure come to pass as I feared. For I 
clearly perceived, that though they had received 
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some divine touches; a danger there was, they 
would run out with them, and spend them like 
prodigals ; not knowing then where to stay their 
minds for daily bread. Yea, though they were 
something angelical and like to the celestial bodies, 
yet if they kept not their station, they would prove 
fallen stars. They moved not in the motion of 
Him that had visited them, but were filled with 
gross mixtures, and thereby brought forth mixed 
births, that is to say, things not natural but mon- 
strous. In fine, they were shy of us, they knew 
us not: yet I believed well of some of the people, 
for a good thing was stirring in them. 

The Countess was commendable in this also, 
that she left all to have joined with a people, who 
had a pretence at least to more spirituality and self- 
denial, than was found in the national religion she 
was bred up in : for Grod had reached her, as she 
told me, about nine years ago, and that by an ex- 
traordinary way. Now, it seemed to us great 
pity, that persons of their quality in the world, 
should so willingly expose themselves for the false 
Quaker, the reprobate silver, the mixtures; and 
that they should not be acquainted with the life 
and testimony of the true Quakers. 

About a year since, Robert Barclay and Benja- 
min Furly took that city in the way from Frede- 
ricstadt to Amsterdam, and gave them a visit ; in 
which they informed them somewhat of Friends* 
principles, and recommended the testimony of 
Truth to them ; as both a nearer and more certain 
thing than the utmost of De Labadie*s doctrine. 
They left them tender and loving. 

Soon after this, Gertrude Diricks and Elizabeth 
Hendricks from Amsterdam visited them, and ob- 
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tained a meeting with them ; improving that little 
vmj, God by his providence had made^ mora 
closely to press the testimony. And though they, 
especially the Countess, made some objections, in 
relation to the ordinances and certain practices of 
Friends, yet she seemed at that time to receive sa- 
tisfaction from them. 

These visits have occasioned a correspondence 
by way of letter betwixt them and several of us, 
wherein the mystery of Truth hath been more 
clearly opened to their understandings ; and they 
have been brought nearer into a waiting frame, by 
those heavenly directions they have frequently re« 
ceived by way of epistles from several of us.* 

In answer to two of mine, the Princess sent me the 
following letter, which being short I here insert 

^ Herfbrd, 2d of May, 1677- 
** This, Friend, will tell you that both your let- 
ters were very acceptable, together with your 
wishes for my obtaining those virtues, which may 
make me a worthy follower of our great King and 
Saviour Jesus Christ What I have done for his 
true disciples, is not so much as a cup of cold 
water : it affords them no refreshment ; neither did 
I expect any fruit of my letter to the Duchess of 
Lauderdale, as I have expressed at the same time 
unto Benjamin Furly. But since Robert Barclay 
desired I should write it, I could not refuse him, 
nor omit to do any thing that was judged conduc- 
ing to his liberty, though it should expose me to 

• A very remarkable letter, addressed about this time by 
(ieorge Fox to the Princess, is revived in the Appendix ; it 
was conveyed to her hands by Isabel Yeomans, a daughter of 
Judge Fell, who with George Keith's wife paid her a visit. 
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the derision of the world. But this a mere moral 
man can reach at : the true inward graces are yet 
wanting in 

" Your affectionate friend, 

" Elizabbth.'* 

This digression from the present history, I 
thought not altogether unnecessary. 

But to return. — ^Being arrived at that city, part 
of which is under her government, we gave her to 
understand it ; desiring to know, what time next 
day would be most proper for us to visit her. She 
sent us word, she was glad that we were come; 
and should be ready to receive us the next morn- 
ing about the seventh hour. 

The next morning being come, which was the 
6th day of the week, we went, about the time she 
had appointed us; and found both her and the 
Countess ready to receive us ; which they did with 
a more than ordinary expression of kindness. I 
can truly say it, and that in God's fear, I was very 
deeply and reverently affected with the sense that 
was upon my spirit, of the great and notable day 
of the Lord, and the breakings-in of his eternal 
power upon all nations ; and of the raising of the 
slain Witness to judge the world : who is the trea- 
sure of life and peace, of wisdom and glory, to all 
that receive him in the hour of his judgments, and 
abide with him. The sense of this deep and sure 
foundation, which God is laying, as the hope of 
eternal life and glory for all to build upon, filled 
my soul with an holy testimony to them ; which in 
a living sense was followed by my brethren : and 
so the meeting ended about the eleventh hour. 

The Princess entreated us to stay and dine with 
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her ; but^ with due regard both to our testimony 
and to her at that time, we refused it : desiring, if 
she pleased, another opportunity that day. To 
which she with all cheerfulness yielded ; she her- 
self appointing the second hour. 

So we went to our quarters ; and sometime after 
we had dined, we returned. The meeting soon 
began : there were several present besides the Prin- 
cess and Countess. It was at this meeting, that 
the Lord in a more eminent manner began to ap- 
pear. The eternal Word showed itself a hammer 
at this day, yea, sharper than a two-edged sword, 
dividing asunder between the soul and the spirit, 
the joints and the marrow. Yea, this day was all 
flesh humbled before the Lord ! it amazed one, 
shook another, broke another : yea, the noble arm 
of the Lord was truly awakened, and the weight 
and work thereof bowed and tendered us also, aft«r 
an unusual and extraordinary manner ; — that the 
Lord might work an heavenly sign before them 
and among them ; that the majesty of Him that is 
risen among the poor Quakers, might in some mea- 
sure be known unto them, — what God it is we 
serve, and what power it is we wait for and bow 
before. Yea, they had a sense and a discovery 
that day, what would become of the glory of all 
flesh, when God shall enter into judgment Well, 
let my right hand forget its cimning, and my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, when I 
shall forget the loving-kindness of the Lord, and 
the sure mercies of our God to us his travailing 
servants that day. — Lord, send forth thy light and 
thy truth, that all nations may behold thy glory ! 

Thus continued the meeting till about the seventh 
hour : which done ; with hearts and souls filled 
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with holy thanksgivings to the Lord for his abun- 
dant mercy and goodness to us, we departed to 
our lodging ; desiring to know, whether our coming 
the next day might not be uneasy or unseasonable 
to her with respect to the affairs of her government; 
it being the last day of the week, when, we were 
informed, she was most frequently attended with 
addresses from her people. But with a loving and 
ready mind she replied, that she should be glad to 
see us the next morning, and at any time when we 
would. 

The next morning, being the 1 1th of 6th month, 
we were there betwixt eight and nine; where, 
Robert Barclay falling into some discourse with 
the Princess, the Countess took hold of the oppor- 
tunity, and whispered me to withdraw, to get a 
meeting for the more inferior servants of the house ; 
who would have been bashful to have presented 
themselves before the Princess. And, blessed be 
the Lord 1 he was not wanting to us : but the same 
blessed power that had appeared to visit them of 
high, appeared also to visit them of low degree : 
and we were all sweetly tendered and broken toge- 
ther ; for, virtue went forth of Jesus that day, and 
the life of our God was shed abroad amongst us as 
a sweet savour : for which, their souls bowed before 
the Lord, and confessed to our testimony. 

It did not a little please that noble young woman, 
to find her own report of us, and her great care of 
them so effectually answered. Oh ! what shall we 
say ? Is there any God like unto our God ? who 
is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, working 
wonders ! To his eternal name, power, and arm, be 
the glory for ever ! 

The meeting done, the Princess came to us, ex- 
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pressing much satisfaction^ that we had that good 
opportunity with her servants; telling us^ she much 
desired they should have a true and right character 
of us, and therefore she chose to withdraw, that 
they might have freer access, and that it might look 
like their own act ; or words to that purpose. 

The twelfth hour being come, we returned to our 
inn; letting them understand, we purposed (the 
Lord willing) to visit them some time that after- 
noon. 

I must not here forget, that we found at our inn, 
the first night at supper, a young merchant of a 
sweet and ingenuous temper, belonging to the city 
of Bremen ; who took occasion from that night's 
discourse, the 6th day at dinner and supper, and 
the 7th day also, to seek all opportunities of con- 
ference with us : and (as we have reason to believe) 
he staid twenty-four hours in that city on our ac- 
count. We opened to him the testimony of Truth : 
I know not, that in any one thing he contradicted 
us. At last he plainly discovered himself unto us, 
to be a follower of a certain minister in Bremen, 
who is even by his fellow-ministers and Protestants 
reproached with the name of Quaker, because of 
his singular sharpness against the formal, lifeless 
ministers and Christians in the world. 

We laid fast hold upon this ; and asked him, in 
case any of us should visit that city, if he would 
give us the opportunity of a meeting at his house ? 
which he readily granted us. So we gave him 
some books; recommending him to the true and 
blessed testimony of Christ Jesus, the Light, and 
Judge of the world, and life of them that receive 
him and believe in him ; and so we parted. 

It being now about three in the afternoon, we 
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went to the Princess's; where being come, after 
some little time, the Princess and Countess put me 
in remembrance of a promise I made them in one 
of my letters out of England, that I would give 
them an account, at some convenient time, of my 
first convincement, and of those tribulations and 
consolations, which I had met withal in this way 
of the kingdom, to which God hath brought me. 
After some pause, I found myself very free and 
prepared, in the Lord's love and fear, to comply 
with their request : so, after some silence, began. 
But before I had half done, it was supper-time ; 
and the Princess would by no means let us go, — 
we must sup with her: which importunity, not 
being well able to avoid, we yielded to, and sat 
down with her to supper. 

Among the rest present at these opportunities, it 
must not be forgotten, that there was a Countess, 
sister to the Countess, then come in to visit her, and 
a Frenchwoman of quality ; the first behaving her- 
self very decently, and the last oft«n deeply 
broken : and from a light and slighting carriage to- 
wards the very name of a Quaker, she became very 
intimately and affectionately kind and respectful to 
us. Supper being ended, we all returned to the 
Princess's chamber ; where making us all sit down 
with her, she, with both the Countesses and the 
Frenchwoman, pressed from me the continuance 
of my relation ; but none more than the Countess's 
sister : with which, though late, I was not unwilling 
to oblige them, because I knew not when the Lord 
would give me such an opportunity. 

And I found them affected : it continued till 
about ten at night, yet many particulars omitted, 
partly through forgetfulness, and partly for want 
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of time. Howbeit, I mast needs say, they heard 
me with an earnest and tender attention : and I 
hope and believe, the Lord hath made it profitable 
unto them. This done, some discourse they had 
upon it, and afterwards we spoke about a meeting 
for the next day, being the 1st day of the week : 
and that we might have not only as many of her 
own family, but as many of her town as would 
willingly be there. She yielded to it, and ap- 
pointed the meeting to begin at the second hour : 
so we parted, being near the eleventh hour at 
night 

The next morning we had a meeting among our- 
selves in our chamber, wherein the Lord refreshed 
us : and there was a great travail upon our spirits, 
that the Lord would stand by us that day and mag- 
nify the testimony of his own Truth by us ; that he 
might have a seed and people in that place to lift 
up a standard for his name. 

At dinner there were several strangers, that came 
by the post-waggon that day : among whom, there 
was a young man of Bremen, being a student at 
the college at Duysburg; who informed us of a 
sober and seeking man of great note in the city of 
Duysburg: to him we gave some books. There 
was another, who was tender and inquiring, to 
whom also we gave books. 

The second hour being at hand, we went to the 
meeting ; where were several, as well of the town 
as of the family. The meeting began with a 
weighty exercise and travail in prayer, that the 
Lord would glorify his own name that day. And by 
his own power he made way to their consciences, 
and sounded his awakening trumpet in their 
ears, that they might know that he was God, and 
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that there is none like unto him. Oh ! the day of 
the Lord livingly dawned upon us, and the search- 
ing life of Jesus was in the midst of us ! Oh ! the 
Word that never faileth them that wait for it, and 
ahide in it, opened the way and unsealed the book 
of life: yea, the quickening power and life of 
Jesus wrought and reached to them; and virtue 
from him in whom dwelleth the Godhead bodily, 
went forth, and blessedly distilled upon us his 
own heavenly life, sweeter than the spices with 
pure frankincense, yea, than the «weet smelling 
myrrh that cometh from a far country. And, as it 
began, so it was carried on, and so it ended: 
blessed be \he name of the Lord, and confided in 
be our God for ever ! 

As soon as the meeting was done, the Princess 
came to me, and took me by the hand, (which she 
usually did to us all, coming and going,) and went 
to speak to me of the sense she had of that power 
and presence of God, that was amongst us ; but 
was stopped. And turning herself to the window, 
she broke forth in an extraordinary passion, crying 
out, " T cannot speak to you — ^my heart is fuU"— 
clapping her hands upon her breast. It melted 
me into a deep and calm tenderness ; in which I 
was moved to minister a few words softly to her, 
and after some time of silence, she recovered her- 
self; and as I was taking my leave of her, she in- 
terrupted me thus ; "Will ye not come hither again ? 
Pray, call here as ye return out of Germany." I 
told her. We were in the hand of the Lord ; and 
being his, could not dispose of ourselves : but the 
Lord had taken care, that we should not forget her 
and those with her ; for he had raised and begotten 
an heavenly concernment in our souls for her and 
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them, and we loved them all with that love where- 
with God had loved us : with much more to that 
purpose. 

She then turned to the rest of the Friends, and 
would have had us all gone down to supper with 
her. But we chose rather to be excused ; we should 
eat a bit of her bread and drink a glass of her 
wine, if she pleased, in the chamber where we 
were. At last we prevailed with her to leave us. 
The Countess, the Frenchwoman, and the Countess's 
waiting woman staid with us ; and we had a very 
retired and seasonable opportunity with them. 

After the Princess had supped, we went all down 
and took our solemn leave of her, the Countess, her 
sister, the Frenchwoman, with the rest of the family, 
whose hearts were reached and opened by our tes- 
timonies; recommending unto them holy silence 
from all will-worship, and the workings, strivings, 
and images of their own mind and spirit: that 
Jesus might he felt of them in their hearts, his holy 
teachings witnessed, and followed, in the way of his 
blessed cross, which would crucify them unto the 
world, and the world unto them : that their faith, 
hope, and joy might stand in Christ in them, the 
heavenly Prophet, Shepherd, and Bishop ; whose 
voice, all that are truly sheep will hear and follow, 
and not the voice of any stranger whatever. So, 
we left them in the love and peace of God ; praying 
that they might be kept from the evil of this 
world. 

We returned to our lodging, having our hearts 
filled with a weighty sense of the Lord's appear- 
ance with us in that place : and, it being late, to- 
wards the ninth hour, we prepared to go to rest 
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CHAPTER III. 

William Perm, George Keith, and Benjamin Furly 
proceed to Paderbom — Cassel — Frankfort — Inter- 
view with Joanna Eleanora de Malane, and 
another person of rank — William Penn writes an 
Epistle to the Churches of Jestui throughout the 
world. 

Thb next morning, being the 13th of the 6th month, 
George Keith, Benjamin Furly, and myself got 
ready to begin our journey towards Frankfort, 
which by the way of Cassel is about two hundred 
English miles. Robert Barclay prepared himself 
to return by the way we came, directly back to 
Amsterdam. But before we parted, we had a little 
time together in the morning in our chamber; 
whither came one of the Princess's family, and one 
of the town. The Lord moved me to call upon his 
great name; that he would be with them that 
staid, and with them that returned also, and with 
us that went forward in wild, untrodden places. 
And his blessed love and life overshadowed us : 
yea, he filled our cup together, and made us drink 
into one spirit, even the cup of blessings in the fel- 
lowship of the everlasting Seed : in which we took 
leave of one another. And after having eaten, it 
being about the seventh hour, we departed the city. 
We came to Paderbom that night, six German 
miles ; which are about thirty-six English : it is a 
dark Popish town^ and under the government of a 
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bishop of that religion. Howbeit, the woman 
where we lodged was an ancient, grave, and serious 
person ; to whom we declared the testimony of the 
Light, showing her the difference betwixt an out- 
side and an inside religion; which she received 
with much kindness. We left some books with 
her ; which she took readily. 

There was also with us at supper a Lutheran 
that was a lawyer ; with whom I had very good 
service, in opening to him the great loss of the 
power of godliness, as well among them who sepa- 
rated from Rome, as in the Roman church : which 
he confessed. I directed him to the principle of 
light in his conscience, that let him see the lifeless 
state of the false Christians : and if he turned his 
mind to that principle, and waited there for power, 
he would receive power to rule and govern himself 
according to true godliness ; and that it was the 
loss of Christendom, that they went from this prin- 
ciple, in which the power standeth, that conformeth 
the smd to the image and likeness of the dear Son of 
God ; and thither they must come again, if ever 
they will have the true knowledge of God, and en- 
joy life and salvation: with much more to that 
purpose, all which he received lovingly. 

The next morning we set forward toward Cas- 
sel : but, through great foulness of weather, having 
only naked carts to ride in, the waters being also 
high with the rains, we got not to Cassel till the next 
day, which was the 4th day of the week. It being 
late, we made little inquiry that night, being also 
wearied with the foulness of the ways and weather. 

But on the 16th, we made our usual inquiry, 
namely. Who was worthy in the city ? and found 
some, that tenderly and lovingly received us ; — to 
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whom we declared the visitation of the light and 
love of God. Among the rest, was Dureus our 
countryman, a man of seventy-seven years of age, 
who had learned in good measure to forget his 
learning, school-divinity, and priest's craft ; and for 
his approaches towards an inward principle, is re- 
proachfully saluted hy some with the honest title 
of Quaker. It is much hetter than Papist, Luthe- 
ran, or Calvinist, who are not only ignorant of, but 
enemies to quaking and trembling at the word of 
the Lord, as Moses and others did. 

Upon the 6th day of the same week about noon, 
we set out towards Frankfort, having left several 
books behind us ; which has been our practice in 
our journey. 

At Frankfort we arrived on the 20th about noon, 
being just a week from Herwerden ; and having 
from thence and Cassel,made known our intentions 
of coming to that city, two considerable persons 
came and met us about half a German mile from 
the city ; informing us of several well-affected in 
that town. Upon which, we told them the end of 
our coming, and desired to have a meeting with 
them in the afternoon ; which we easily obtained 
at the house of a merchant, one of the two that met 
us. The persons that resorted thither, were gene- 
rally people of considerable note, both of Calvinists 
and Lutherans ; and we can say, they received us 
with gladness of heart, and embraced our testi- 
mony with a broken and reverent spirit, thanking 
God for our coming amongst them, and praying 
that he would prosper his work in our hands. 
This engaged our hearts to make some longer 
stay in this city. We therefore desired another 
meeting the next day, which they cheerfully as- 
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sented to ; where several came that were not with 
us the day before^ and the Lord that sent us into 
the land was with us, and by his power reached to 
them, insomuch that they confessed to the truth of 
our testimony. 

Of these persons there were two women, one a 
virgin, [Joanna Eleonora de Malane,] the other a 
widow, both noble of birth, who had a deep sense 
of that power and presence of God that accom- 
panied our testimony, and their hearts yearned 
strongly towards us ; the virgin giving us a parti- 
cular invitation to her house the next morning, 
where we had the most blessed opportunity of the 
three ; for the Lord's power so eminently appeared, 
that not only those that had been with us before 
were most effectually reached, but a certain student, 
residing in the house of a Lutheran minister, (sent 
for by that young woman,) was broken to pieces, 
and magnified that blessed power which appeared. 
There accidentally came in also a doctor of physic, 
who unexpectedly was affected, and confessed to 
the Truth, praying God to prosper us. This was 
the blessed issue of our visit to Frankfort. 

But there is one thing more not unfit to be men- 
tioned. Among some of those that have inclina- 
tions after God, a fearful spirit together with the 
shame of the cross hath entered ; against which our 
testimony in part striking, we took notice it was as 
life to these noble women, for tlmt was it, as they 
told us, which had long oppressed them, and ob- 
structed the work of the Lord amongst them. 
Therefore, said the young virgin, " Our quarters 
are free for you ; let all come that will come, and 
lift up your voices without fear; for," continued 
she, " it will never be well with us till peraecution 
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come^ and some of us be lodged in the stadthouse^** 
that is, the prison. 

We left ^e peace of Jesus with them, and the 
same aft^emoon we departed out of that city, being 
the 4th day of the week. 

Here I wrote an epistle to the churches of Jesus. 



<€ 



<t 



To the churches of Jesus througliout the world, 
gathered and settled in his eternal light, power, and 
Spirit, to be one holy flock, family, and household 
to the Lord. 



" Dear Friends and Brethren, 

Who have been visited with the fatherly visi- 
tation from on high, and have received God's 
eternal word and testament in your hearts, by 
which you have been gathered home to Christ 
Jesus, the true Shepherd, from all the idol-shep- 
herds, and their barren mountains and unprofitable 
hiUs ; where you have been scattered in the dark 
and gloomy day of apostasy; and by his light. 
Spirit, and power have been convinced of sin, righ- 
teousness, and judgment; and can say, the prince 
of this world is judged by his holy, righteous, and 
powerful appearance in you, unto whom all judg- 
ment in heaven and earth is committed ; who is 
the blessed Lamb of God, the Light and Saviour 
of the world ; who is King of Salem, and Prince 
of Peace: — my soul loves you with everlasting 
love, even with the love with which my God and 
your God, my Father and your Father hath loved 
me, and visited my soul and your souls ; in this, 
do I dearly salute and embrace you all, in this the 
day of the fulfilling of his glorious promises to his 
church in the wilderness, and witnesses in sackcloth. 

d2 
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^' And, O magnified be his name, and everlast- 
ingly praised and renowned be his holy power and 
arm, by which he hath reached unto us, and 
brought salvation near us ! For he hath found us 
out, and hath heard our solitary cries, the deep and 
mournful supplications of our bowed spirits, when 
we were as the little silly dove without its mate, 
and the lonely pelican in the wilderness ; when we 
were ready to cry out. Is there none to save, is 
there none to help ! O when shall the time and 
times and half a time be finished ! When shall the 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days be ac- 
complished ! And when shall the abomination, 
that stands in the holy place, be cast out ! When 
shall the captivity of the people be turned back ! 
O when shall Babylon come into remembrance be- 
fore God ; the dragon, beast, and false prophet be 
cast into the lake ! And when shall the law go 
forth out of Zion, and the word of the Lord out of 
Jerusalem ! When shall Zion become the joy, and 
Jerusalem the praise of the whole earth ! And 
when shall the earth be covered with the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ! 

" Friends, the Lord of heaven and earth hath 
heard our cries, and the full time is come, yea, the 
appointed time is come, and the voice of the Eter- 
nal Spirit in our hearts hath been heard on this 
wise many a time : Awake thou that steepest, and I 
will give thee life : arise out of the dust, and shine ; 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee ! And the Lord God hath given us 
that light, by which we have comprehended the 
darkness in ourselves and in the world : and as we 
have believed in it, dwelt in it, and walked in it, 
we have received power to overcome the evil one in 
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all his appearances in ourselves, and faithfully and 
boldly to testify against him in the world. And 
the blood of Jesus, in this holy way of the light, 
have we felt in our souls, to cleanse us from un- 
righteousness ; and give us to know the mystery of 
the fellowship of iJie gospel one with another, 
which stands in life and immortality. And here 
we become an holy household and family unto 
God, that live in his presence day and night, to do 
his will, as becometh his children, redeemed and 
ransomed by the most precious blood of his Son, 
and no more to return to folly. 

" And, Friends, lei it never pass out of our remem- 
brance, what our God hath done for us, since he hath 
made us a people : hath any weapon formed against 
us prospered ? Hath he called us, and not pro- 
tected us ? Hath he given power to conceive, and 
not to bring forth ? Hath he not sheltered us in 
many a storm ? Did he ever leave us under the 
reproaches and contradictions of men P Nay, hath 
he not spoken peace to us ? Were we ever cast 
out by men, and he forsook us P No, the Lord 
hath taken us up. Were we ever in prison, and 
he visited us notP hungry, and he fed us notP 
naked, and he clothed us not P or have we been 
sick, and he came not to see us P When were the 
gaols so close, that he could not come in P and the 
dungeons so dark that he caused not his light to 
shine upon us P O nay ! he hath never left us, nor 
forsaken us; yea, he hath provided richly for us; 
he hath brought us into the wilderness, not to starve 
us, but to try us ; yet not above our measure : for 
he fed us with manna from on high, with pure 
honey and water out of the rock, and gave bis good 
Spirit to sustain us : by night he was a pillar of 
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fire to us^ to comfort us ; and by day a pillar of 
cloud, to hide and shelter us. He was a shadow 
of a mighty rock, that followed us ; and we never 
wanted a brook by the way to refresh us. Was 
God good to Israel outward ? Much more hath he 
abounded to his spiritual Israel, the proper seed 
and offspring of himself. O the noble deeds and 
valiant acts, that he hath wrought in our day for 
our deliverance! He hath caused one to chase 
ten, and ten a hundred, and a hundred a thousand 
many a time. None hath been able to snatch us 
out of his hands, who abode in his Truth. For 
though the winds have blown, and the sea hath 
raged, yet hath he rebuked the winds and the sea 
for his seed's sake : he hath said to the winds, ' Be 
still ;' and to the sea, ' Thus far shalt thou come, 
and no further.' He hath cast up a highway for 
his ransomed to walk in, so plain, that, though a 
fool, he shall not err therein. This is the light, in 
which all nations of them that are saved must walk 
for ever. 

" And therefore. Friends, let us stay our minds 
in the light of the Lord for ever ; and let the awe, 
fear, and dread of the Almighty dwell in us. And 
let his Holy Spirit be known to be a covering to 
us, that from the spirit of this world we may be 
chastely kept and preserved unto God, in the holy 
light and self-denying life of Jesus, who hath 
offered up himself once for all, leaving us an ex- 
ample that we should also follow his steps; that 
as he, our dear Lord and Master, so we his ser- 
vants, and friends, and children, might by the 
Eternal Spirit offer up ourselves to God in body, 
in soul, and in spirit, which are his; that we 
may be his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
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unto good works, to the praise of him that hath 
called us ; — ^which calling is a high and a holy call^ 
ing, by the ^Eternal Light and Spirit in our con- 
sciences. O that it might for ever remain in high 
estimation with us ! And that it may be the d aily 
^vatch and travail of us all, in the presence of 
the holy and living God who hath called us, to 
make our great call and election sure, — which 
many have neglected to do, (who have been con- 
vinced by the blessed light and Truth of Christ 
Jesus revealed in their hearts, and who for a 
time have walked among us;) — ^these have been 
overcome by the spirit of this world, and turned 
their hands from the plough, and deserted the 
camp of the Lord, and gone back again into 
Egypt; whereby the heathen have blasphemed, 
and the way and people of the Lord have greatly 
suffered. 

'' Therefore, O my dear Friends and brethren ! 
in the sense of that life and power, that God from 
heaven so gloriously hath dispensed among us, and 
by which he hath given us multiplied assurances 
of his loving-kindness unto us, and crowned us 
together with heavenly dominion, in which my 
spirit is at this time broken before the Lord,— do I 
most earnestly entreat you to watch continually, 
lest any of you, that have tasted of the good Word 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, fall 
by temptation ; and by carelessness and neglect 
tempt the living God to withdraw his fatherly visi- 
tation from any of you, and finally to desert such : 
for the Ijord our God is a jealous God, and he will 
not give his glory unto another. He hath given to 
man all hut man himself, and him he hath reserved 
for his own peculiar service, to build him up a 



40 WILLIAM PENn's TRAVELS 

glorious temple to Himself; so that we are bought 
with a price, and we are not our own. 

" Therefore let us continually watch, and stand 
in awe, that we grieve not his Holy Spirit, nor turn 
his grace into wantonness : but, all of us^ let us 
wait, and that in a holy travail of spirit, to know 
ourselves sealed by the Spirit of adoption, unto the 
day of our complete redemption ; when not only 
all our sins, but all sorrows, sighings, a^d tears 
shall be wiped away from our eyes ; and everlast- 
ing songs of joy and thanksgivings shaJl melo- 
diously fill our hearts to God, that sits upon the 
throne, and to his blessed, immaculate Laj^b, who 
by his most precious blood shall have completely 
redeemed us from the earth, and written our names 
in the book of life. 

" Friends, the Spirit of the I^ord hath often 
brought you into my remembrance, since I have 
been in this desolate land ; and with joy unutter- 
able have I had sweet an.d precious fellowship with 
you in the faith of Jesus, that overcometh the 
world: — for, though labsent in body, yet present 
in Him that is Omnipresent And I cai) truly say, 
you are very near and very dear unto me ; and the 
love that God hath raised in my heart unto you, 
surpasses the love of women. And our testimony, 
I am well satis^ed, is sealed up together. And I 
am well assured, that gJl that love the light, shall 
endure to the end throughout all tribulations, and 
in the end obtain eternal salvation. 

" And now. Friends, as I have been travelling in 
this dark and solitaiy land, the great work of thq 
Lord in the earth has been often presented uuto 
my view, and the day of the Lord hath been 
deeply upon me, and my soul and spirit hath fre- 
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qaently been possessed with a holy and weighty 
concern for the glory of the name of the Lord, and 
the spreading of his everlasting Truth, and the pros- 
perity of it through all nations ; that the very ends 
of the earth may look to him, and may know 
Christ, the Light, to be given to them for their sal- 
vation. And when the sense of these things hath 
been deeply upon me, a holy and strong cry God 
hath raised in my soul to him, that we, who have 
knonm this fatherly visitation from on high, and who 
have beheld the dwy of the Lord, the rising of the Sun 
of Righteousness, who is full of grace, and ftUl of 
truth, and ha^ve beheld his glory, and confessed it to 
be the glory of the only begotten Son of God ; and 
who by obedience to his appearance are become the 
children of light, and of the day, and us the first- 
fruUs to God after this long night of apostasy, — 
might for ever walk and dwell in his holy covenant, 
Christ Jesus, the Light of the v?orld ; because in him 
we have always peace, but out of him comes all the 
trouble. 

"And whilst this heavenly sense rested with me, 
the Lord God, that made me, and called me by his 
grace unto salvation, laid it upon me, to visit you 
in a holy exhortation. And it is the exhortation 
of my life at this time, in the earnest and fervent 
motion of the power and Spirit of Jesus, to beseech 
you all, who are turned to the light of Christ, that 
shineth in your hearts, and believe in it ; that you 
carefully and faithfully walk in it, in the same 
dread, awe, and fear, in which you began ; that that 
holy poverty of spirit, which is precious in the eyes 
of the Lord, and was in the days of your first love, 
may dwell and rest with you ; that you may daily 
feel the same heavenly hunger and thirst, the same 
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lowliness and humility of mind, the same zeal and 
tenderness, and the same sincerity and love un- 
feigned ; that God may fill you out of his heavenly 
treasure with the riches of life, and crown you with 
holy victory and dominion over the god and spirit 
of this world: that your alpha may be your 
omega, and your author your finisher, and your 
first love your last love ; that so none may make 
shipwreck of faith, and of a good conscience, nor 
faint by the way. And, as in this state we are kept, 
in holy watchfulness to God, as in the beginning ; 
the table which our Heavenly Father spreads, and 
the blessings with which he compasseth us about, 
shall not become a snare unto us, nor shall we turn 
the grace and mercies of the Lord into wanton- 
ness ; but we shall eat and drink in a holy fear, 
apparel ourselves in fear, buy and sell in fear, visit 
one another in fear, keep meetings, and there wait 
upon the Lord in fear ; yea, whatsoever we take in 
hand to do, it shall be in the holy fear of God, and 
with a holy tenderness of his glory, and regard to 
the prosperity of his Truth : yea, we shall deny 
ourselves, not only in the unlawful things, but in 
the things that are even lawful to us, for the sake 
of the many millions that are unconverted to God. 

" For, my Friends and brethren, God hath laid 
upon us, whom he hath honoured with the begin- 
ning of his great work in the world, the care both 
of this age, and of the ages to come ; that they may 
walk, as they have us for examples: — yea, the 
Lord God hath chosen you to place his name in 
you ; the Lord hath intrusted you with his glory, 
that you might hold it forth to all nations ; and 
that the generations unborn may call you blessed. 

" Therefore, let none be treacherous to the Lord, 
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nor reward him evil for good ; nor betray his cause 
directly by wilful wickedness, nor indirectly by 
negligence and unfaithfulness : but be zealous and 
yaliant for Truth on earth ; let none be slothful or 
careless : — O ! remember the slothful servant s 
state. And let the loving-kindness of the Lord 
overcome every soul to faithfulness; for with him 
are riches and honour, and every good thing. And 
whither should any go P He hath the words of 
eternal life. O ! let none lose their testimony, hut 
hold it up far God; let thy gift he ever so small, thy 
testimony ever so Utile. Tlirough thy whole conver- 
sation bear it for God ; and be true to what thou 
art convinced of. And wait all upon the Lord, 
that you may grow in your heavenly testimony ; 
that life may fill your hearts, your houses, and 
your meetings ; that you may dsdly wait to know, 
and to receive power to do the will of God on 
earth, as it is in heaven. 

" And O ! that the cross of Jesus may be in high 
and honourable esteem with every one ; that the 
liberty of all may stand in the cross, which alone 
preserveth : for it is the power of God, that cruci- 
fieth us to the world, and the world to us. And 
through death, way is made unto life and immor- 
tality ; which by Uiis blessed cross, the gospel, the 
power, is brought to light. So shall the seed of life 
that God hath sown in our hearts, grow; and in 
that seed shall we all come to be blessed, unto 
whom God hath appointed the dominion over us. 
And it is good for all to live under the holy govern- 
ment of it ; for the ways of it are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all its paths are peace ; and all that are 
bom of it, can say. Thy sceptre is a sceptre of righ- 
teousness. And O ! that all Friends everywhere. 
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may continually bow unto his righteous sceptre, 
and keep to his holy law, which is written in their 
hearts ; that it may be a light to their feet, and a 
lantern to their paths. So shall they come to 
witness that holy promise made good unto ihem, 
That the Spirit which I have given unto him, die 
Seed ; and the words which I have put into his 
mouth, shall not depart from him, nor from his 
seed, nor from his seed's seed unto all generations. 
Isaiah, lix. 21. 

" Wherefore, Friends, redeem the time, because 
the days are evil ; — God hath given you to see they 
are so : and be ye separated more and more, yea, 
perfectly disentangled from the cares of this world. 
And be ye not cumbered with the many things ; 
but stand loose from the things that are seen, which 
are temporal. 

" And you that are poor murmur not ; but be 
patient, and trust in the Lord, and submit to his 
providence, and he will provide for you, that which 
is convenient for the days of your appointed time. 
And you that are rich, keep in the moderation, and 
strive not to multiply earthly treasure, nor to heap 
up uncertain riches to yourselves ; but what God 
hath given you more than what is convenient for 
your own use, wait for his wisdom, to employ it 
for his glory ; that you may be faithful stewards of 
this world's mammon ; and the Lord God shall re- 
ward you into your bosoms, of the riches of that 
kingdom that shall never have an end. 

" O my Friends and brethren ! whether rich or 
poor, in bonds or at liberty, in whatsoever state 
you are, the salutation of the universal life of Jesus 
is to you. And the exhortation is, to bow to what 
is made known tmto you ; and in the light, by which 
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ye have received in measure the knowledge of God, 
watch and wait diligently to the further revelation 
of the mind and will of Grod unto you ; that ye 
may be endued from on high with power and might 
in your inward man, to answer the call and re- 
quirings of the Lord ; that ye may be enabled to 
make known to the nations, what is the riches of 
the glory of this blessed mystery in the Gentiles ; 
which is Christ Jesus, the light of the world, in you 
the hope of glory. For, this I have to tell you in 
the vision of the Almighty, — that the day of the 
breaking up of the nations about you, and of the 
sounding of the gospel-trumpet unto the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, is just at the door : and they that 
are worthy, who have kept their habitation from 
the beginning, and have dwelt in the unity of the 
faith that overcometh the world, and have kept the 
bond of peace, the Lord God will empower and 
spirit you to go forth with his everlasting word and 
testament, to awaken and gather kindreds, lan- 
guages, and people to the glory of the rising of the 
Gentiles' Light ; who is God's salvation unto the 
ends of the earth. 

" And I must tell you, that there is a breathing, 
hungering, seeking people, solitarily scattered up 
and down this great land of Germany, where the 
Lord hath sent me ; and I believe it is the like in 
other nations. And as the Lord hath laid it upon 
me, with mycompanions,toseek some of them out, 
so have we found several in divers places. And we 
have had many blessed opportunities amongst 
them, wherein our hearts have greatly rejoiced ; 
having been made deeply sensible of the love of 
God towards them, and of the great openness and 
tenderness of spirit in them, to receive the testi- 



46 



WILLIAM PENNS TRAVELS 



mony of light and life through us. And we have 
a steadfast belief, that the Lord will carry on his 
work in this land effectually ; and that he will raise 
up those, that shall be as ministers of his eternal 
testament amongst them. And O ! our desire is, 
that God would put it into the hearts of many of 
his faithful witnesses, to visit the inhabitants of this 
country, where God hath a great seed of people to 
be gathered; that his work may go on in the earth, 
till the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

" And it is under the deep and weighty sense of 
this approaching work, that the Lord God hath 
laid it upon me, to write to you, to wait for the fur- 
ther pourings out of the power and Spirit of the 
Lord; that nothing which is careless, sleepy, 
earthly, or exalted, may get up, whereby to dis- 
please the Lord, and cause him to withdraw his 
sweet and preserving presence from any that know 
him. But let all keep the peace of the King of 
Righteousness, and walk in the steps of the flocks 
of his companions : for withering and destruction 
shall come upon all such as desert the camp of the 
Lord, or with their murmuring spirit disquiet the 
heritage of God ; for they are greater enemies to 
Zion's glory, and Jerusalem's peace, than the open 
armies of the aliens. 

" And it is a warning to all, who make mention 
of the name of the Lord in this dispensation he 
hath brought us to, that they have a care, how they 
let out their minds in any wise to please the lusts 
of the eye, the lusts of the flesh, and the pride of 
life, which are not of the Father, but of this world ; 
lest any be exalted in a liberty, that maketh the 
cross of Jesus of none effect, and the offence thereof 
to cease : for such will become as salt that hath 
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lost its savour^ and at last will be trodden under 
the feet of God and men. For, the Lord will with- 
draw bis daily presence, and the fountain will 
come to be sealed up, and the weU of salvation be 
stopped again. 

" Therefore, as all would rejoice in the joy of 
God's salvation, let them wait for the saving power, 
and dwell in it ; that, knowing the mystery of the 
work of regeneration, — Christ formed in them the 
hope of their glory, — ^they may be able in the mo- 
tion of him, that hath begotten them through death 
to life, to go forth and declare the way of life and 
salvation. 

*' And all you that are young, convinced of the 
eternal Truth, — Come into it, and then you will feel 
the virtue of it: and so, you will be witnesses, 
otherwise vain talkers, wells without water, clouds 
without rain; for which state, is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever. Wherefore, gird 
up the loins of your minds, and be sober, and 
tempt not God ; but receive the day of your visita- 
tion, and walk worthy of so great love, and delight 
to retain God in your knowledge ; and grieve not 
his Holy Spirit, but join to it, and be led by it, 
that it may be an earnest to you of an eternal in- 
heritance. And take up your daily cross and fol- 
low Christ, and not the spirit of this world. He 
was meek and lowly, he was humble and plain ; he 
was few in words, but mighty in deeds. He loved 
not his life unto death, even the reproachful death 
of the cross ; but laid down his life, and became of 
no reputation, — and that, for the rebellious. O 
the height, and the depth, the length, and the 
breadth, — yea, the unsearchableness of the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
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" Wherefore, while it is to-day, hearken to his 
voice, and harden not your hearts : and make no 
bargains for yourself, neither consult with flesh and 
blood ; but let the Lord be your light, and your 
salvation ; let him be the strength of your life, and 
the length of your days. And this know assuredly, — 
that none ever trusted to the Lord, and were con- 
founded. Wherefore, hold up your testimony for 
God, as ye would enjoy the increasings of his life 
and love ; and let your light shine, and confess him 
before the whole world. Smother not his appear- 
ance, neither hide thy candle, God hath lighted in 
thee, under a bushel ; for Christ walketh among 
his candlesticks of pure and tried gold. Where- 
fore, set thy light upon a candlestick, and show 
forth thy good conversation in meekness and godly 
fear, that thou mayst become a good example; 
and others, beholding thy good works, may glorify 
God. But — for the rebellious, the fearful, and the 
unbelieving, the day hastens upon such, that the 
things that belong to their eternal peace, shall be 
hid from their eyes for ever. 

" And all you, my dear Friends and brethren, 
who are in sufferings for the testimony of Jesus^ 
and a good conscience, look up to Jesus, the 
author and finisher of your faith ; who, for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the cross, and de- 
spised the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the Father in the heavenly place : — ^into 
which, if you faint not, you shall all be received, 
after the days of your pilgrimage shall be at an 
end, with a 'Well done, good and faithful servant.* — 
And though these afflictions seem not joyous, but 
grievous for the present ; yet a far more exceeding 
weight of glory stands at the door. Wherefore, 
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count it all joy when you fall into these trials, and 
persevere to the end ; knowing, He that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry, — and that his reward 
is with him. Remember the martyrs of Jesus, that 
loved not their lives to the death, for his name- 
sake, who had called them. And Jesus himself, 
that made a good confession before Pontius Pilate ; 
who hath consecrated through his blood a new and 
living way for all that come unto God by him ; 
who is made a High-priest, higher than the hea- 
vens, — one that can be touched and moved, and is 
daily touched and moved with our weakness and 
infirmity; — ^that through him we may be made 
strong in the Lord, and more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved us. 

** Wherefore, let it not seem as if some strange 
thing had happened to you ; for all these things 
are for the trial of your faith, which is more pre- 
cious than the gold that perisheth. It is the old 
quarrel ;— -chUdren-of this world, against the chil- 
dren of the Lord ; those that are bom ai)ier the 
flesh, warring against those that are bom after the 
Spirit ; Cain against Abel, the old world against 
Noah, Sodomites against Lot, Hagar against Sarah, 
Ifihmael against Isaac, Esau against Jacob, Egyp- 
tians against Israelites, the false prophets against 
the true prophets, as Isaiah, Jeremiah, &c. the 
Jews, under the profession of the letter of the law, 
against Christ, that came to fulfil the law, and all 
his spiritual followers and disciples : and all the false 
apostate Christians, against the true and spiritual 
Christians and martyrs of Jesus. So, your conflict 
is for the spirittial appearance of Christ Jesus against 
those that profess him in words, but in works and 
conversation every day deny him ; doing despite 
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to the spirit of grace in themselyes^ and those that 
are led by it. But though Gog and Magog shall 
gather themselves together to lay waste the city of 
God ; yet the Lord hath determined their destruc- 
tion, and he will bring it to pass. 

" Wherefore rejoice, O thou little hill of God, and 
clap thy hands for joy ; for He that is faithful and 
TRUE^ just and righteous, and able to deliver thee, 

DWELLS IN THE MIDST OF THEE: who Will CaUSe 

tliee to grow and increase, till thou become a great 
mountain, till thou become the praise of the whole 
earth, and the whok earth be filled with thy glory ! 

" And to you all, who are the followers of the 
Lamb of God, who was dead, but is alive, and lives 
for evermore, — who is risen in your hearts, as a 
bright shining light, and is leading you out of the 
nature and spirit of this world, in the path of rege- 
neration, — I have this to say, by way of holy en- 
couragement unto you all ; — The Lord God eternal 
that was, and is, and is to come, hath reserved for you 
the glories of the last days* And if the followers and 
martyrs of Jesus in ages past, when the church was 
going into the wilderness, and his witnesses into sack^ 
cloth, were, notwithstanding, so noble and valiant for 
the Truth on earth, that they loved not their lives unto 
the death, and suffered joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods for the testimony of Jesus ; — how much more 
ought you all to be encouraged unto faithfulness, who 
are come to the resurrection of the day, which shall 
never more be eclipsed ; in which the Bridegroom is 
to come, to fetch you his spouse out of the loildemess, 
to give you beauty for aslies, and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness ; who will cover you with 
his Spirit, and adorn you with his fine linen, the 
righteousness of the saints, — Lean upon His breast 
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for ever ! and know your joining in an everlasting 
covenant with him, that he may lift up the light of his 
countenance upon you, and delight to do you good; — 
that in blessing he may bless you, increase you, and 
multiply you in all spiritual blessings now and for 
ever ; that to God, through him, you may live all the 
days of your appointed time : — to whom be glory and 
honour, praises and thanksgivings in the church, 
throughout all ages, and for ever! 

'' I am, in the faith, patience, trihulation, and 
hope of the kingdom of Jesos, your Friend and 
brother, 

"William Penn/ 

" My companions in the labour and travail of 
the testimony of Jesus, salute you all in the love 
of our God. We have passed through several 
cities of Germany, and are now at Frankfort, 
where the Lord hath given us three blessed oppor- 
tunities with a serious and seeking people; whereof, 
as in other places of this country, many are per- 
sons of great worldly quality. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord, to whom be glory lor ever i 

" W. pr 

^^Fnuiklort, the 22d of the 
6th month, 1677*** 

Note. The above Epistle is deemed by the Editor to be of 
living, lasting import to the Sodeiy of Friends ; and not to that 
body exchmody^ but to any and every gathered cfauxeh, so far as 
they are even drawing towards the like scriptural and primitive 
profession. He has therrfore pritUed it separately as a Tract, and 
His to be had at the fublisherU. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Krisheim*^Letten to the Princess Elizabeth and 
Countess of Homes, also to the Prince Elector Pa- 
latine of Heidelberg — Worms — Frankfort — Meniz 
— Cologne — Duysburg — Rencountre with the Earl 
of Falkenstein — William Penn and his companions 
lodge in the fields » 

On the 23d of 6th months we arrived by the way 
of Worms at Krisheim in the Paltzgrave's country, 
where we founds to our great joy, a meeting of 
tender and faithful people. But it seems, the in- 
spector of the Calvinists had enjoined the Vaught, 
or chief-officer, not to suffer any preaching to be 
among our Friends ; who, poor man ! fearing the 
indignation of the clergy, came next day to desire 
Friends not to suffer any preaching to be amongst 
them, lest he should be turned out of his place. 
To whom we desired Friends to say, that if he 
pleased he might apprehend us, and carry us to the 
Prince, before whom we should give an account of 
our testimony. 

But, blessed be the Lord { we enjoyed our meet- 
ing quietly and comfortably ; of which a coach-full 
from Worms made a part, amongst whom was a 
governor of that country, and one of the chief Lu- 
theran priests. 

It came upon me in this place to salute the 
Princess and Countess with this following epistle. 
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'* A salutation to Elizabeth, Princess Palatine, and 
Anna Maria de Homes, Countess of Homes, at 
Herwerden in Germany. 

" My w<wlhy Friends^ 

'' Such as I haye, such I give unto you, — ^the 
dear and tender salutation of light, life, peace, and 
salvation by Jesus Christ, the blessed Lamb of 
God ; with the unspeakable joy of which, he hath 
r^lenished my soul at this time, that my cup 
overfloweth; which is the reward of those that 
cheerlully drink his cup of tribulations, that lore 
the cross, and triumph in all the shame, reproaches, 
and ccmtradictions of the world that do attend it. 
My God take you by the hand, and gently lead you 
through all the difficulties of regeneration ; and as 
you have begun to know and love his sweet and 
tender drawings, so resign the whole conduct of 
your lives to him. 

'* Dispute not away the precious sense that you 
have of him, be it as small as a grain of mustard- 
seed, which is the least of all seeds; there is power 
in it, if you do but believe, to remove the greatest 
mountahis of opposition. O! precious is this faith, 
yea, mate precious than the glory and honour of 
this world that perisheth : it will give courage to 
go with Christ before Caiaphas and Pilate ; yea, to 
bear his cross without the camp, and to be cruci- 
fied with him, knowing that the Spirit of God and 
of glory shall rest upon them. To the inheritors 
of this faith, is reserved the eternal kingdom of 
peaee and joy in Uie Holy Ghost 

" O ! be you of that little flock, unto whom 
Jesus said, ' Fear not, for it is my Father's good 
pleasure to g^ve you the kingdom :' and, to be of this 
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flock, you must become as sheep ; and, to be as 
sheep, you must become harmless ; and, to become 
harmless, you must hear and follow the Lamb of 
God ; as he is that blessed light, which discovereth 
and condemneth all the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, and maketh harmless as a dove ; which word. 
All, leaveth not one peccadillo or circumstance un- 
discovered or unjudged; and the word Darkness 
taketh in the whole night of apostasy ; and the 
word Unfruitful, is a plain judgment against all 
those dark works. Wherefore, out of them all 
come, and be you separated ; and God will give 
you a crown of life, which shall never fade away. 

" O ! the lowness and meanness of those spirits, 
that despise or neglect the joys and glories of im- 
mortality, for the sake of the things which are 
seen, that are but temporal ; debasing the nobility 
of their souls, abandoning the government of the 
Divine Spirit, and embracing with all ardency of 
affection the sensual pleasures of this life ; but such 
as persevere therein, shall not enter into God's rest 
for ever. 

"But this is not all that hindereth and ob- 
structeth in the holy way of blessedness ; for there 
is the world's fear as well as the world's joy that 
obstructeth many, or else Christ had not said, ' Fear 
not,* to his little flock. The shame of the cross is 
a yoke too uneasy, and a burden too heavy for flesh 
and blood to bear, it is true ; but therefore, shall flesh 
and blood never enter into the kingdom of God. 
And not to them that are bom of the flesh, but to 
those that are bom of the Spirit through the word 
of regeneration, is appointed the kingdom, and 
that throne which shall judge the twelve tribes of 
Israel, and all the world. The Lord perfect what 
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he hath hegun in you, and give you dominion over 
the love and fear of this world. 

" And, my Friends, if you would profit in the 
way of God, despise not the day of small things in 
yourselves : know this, that to desire and sincerely 
to hreathe after the Lord, is a hlessed state ; you 
must seek, before you find. Do you believe ? 
make not haste ; extinguish not those small begin- 
nings by an over-earnest or impatient desire of 
victory. God's time is the best time; be you 
faithful, and your conflict shall end with glory to 
God, and the reward of peace to your own souls. 
Therefore love the judgment, and love the fire; 
start not aside, neither flinch from the scorchings 
of it, for it will purify and refine you as gold seven 
times tried ; then cometh the stamp and seal of the 
Lord upon his own vessel. Holiness to him for ever; 
which he never gave, nor will give to reprobate 
silver, the state of the religious worshippers of the 
world. And herein be comforted, that Zion shall 
be redeemed through judgment, and her converts 
through righteousness; and after the appointed 
time of mourning is over, the Lord will give 
' beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.' 
Then shall you be able to say, ' Who is he that 
condemneth us P God hath justified us ; there is 
no condemnation to us that are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit* 
Rom. viii. 34 and 1. 

" Wherefore, my dear Friends, walk not only not 
after the fleshly lusts, but also not after the fleshly 
religions, and worships of the world : for that which 
is not bom of the Spirit is flesh; and all flesh shall 
wither as the grass, and the beauty of it shall fade 
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away as the flower of the fields before Grod's Sun 
that is risen, and rising. But the Word of the 
Lord in which is life, and that life, the %ht of 
men, shall endure for ever, and give life eternal to 
them that love, and walk in the light. 

" And I entreat you, by the love you have for 
Jesus, have a care how you touch with fleshly 
births, or say Amen, by word or practice, to that 
which is not bom of the Spirit : for God is not to 
be found of that, in yourselves or others, which 
calleth him Father, and he h&ih never begotten it 
in them; that latitude and conformity is not of 
God, but secretly grieveth his Spirit, and obstruct- 
eth the growth of the soul in its acquaintance, and 
intimate communion with the Lord. ' Without 
me,' saith Jesus, ' you can do nothing ;' and ' all 
that came before me are thieves and robbers/ 
If so, O what are they that pray, and preach, and 
sing without Jesus, and follow not him in those 
duties, but even in them crucify him ? O that I 
may find in you an ear to hear, and a heart to 
perceive, and embrace these truths of Jesus ! 

" And I can say, I have great cause to hope, axid 
patiently to wait till the salvation of God be further 
revealed to you, and the whole family ; with whom, 
I must acknowledge, I was abundantly refreshed 
and comforted, in that God in measure made known 
the riches of his grace, and operation of his celes- 
tial power to you : and his witness shall dwell with 
you, (if we never see you more,) that God magni- 
fied his own strength in our weakness. With him 
we leave our travails, affectionately recommending 
you to his Holy Spirit of grace, that you may be 
conformed to the image of his own dear Son, who 
is able and ready to preserve you. O stay your 
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minds upon him, and he will keep yon in perfect 
peace, and abide with you for ever ! The Almighty 
take you into his holy protection now and for 
ever. 

" I am your true Friend, ready to serve you 
with fervent love in the will of God, 

" William Penn." 

" P. S. My dear companions do, with me, give 
you the dear salutation of unfeigned love, and those 
in the family that love and desire to foUow the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth without waver- 
ing. We are this evening bound towards Man- 
heim, the court of the Prince Palatine, and have 
travelled about twelve English miles on foot." 

That night we lodged at Frankenhal, and got 
the next morning, being the 7th day of the week, 
to Manheim ; but were disappointed of our design, 
which was, to speak with the Prince ; for he was 
gone the day before to Heidelberg, his chief city, 
about fifteen English miles from that place. And 
considering, that by reason of the meeting next day 
with Friends at Krisheim, already appointed, we 
could neither go forward, nor stay till he returned ; 
and yet being not clear to come away, as if we had 
never endeavoured to visit him, it was upon me to. 
write him this following letter, to let him know we 
had been there, and briefly our end in coming. 

" To the Prince Elector Palatine of Heidelberg. 

" Great Prince, 
** It would seem strange that I, both a stranger, 
and a subject, should use this freedom of address to 
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a Prince, were he not one, whose actions show him 
to he of a free disposition, and easy access to all : — 
would to God all princes were of that mind ! But 
I have not chosen this way of application; I am 
driven to it, hy the disappointment thy ahsence 
from this court gave me, and the necessity I am 
under to expedite my return. And though I can- 
not so fully, and consequently not so clearly, ex- 
press hy letter the grounds inducing me to attempt 
this visit ; yet, this heing all the way that is left 
me, I shall declare them as well as I can. 

" In the first place, I do with all sincere and 
Christian respect, acknowledge and commend that 
indulgence thou givest to all people professing re- 
ligion, dissenting from the national communion: 
for it is in itself a most natural, prudent, and Chris- 
tian thing. 

" Natural, — ^hecause it preserves nature from 
heing made a sacrifice to the savage fury of fallible, 
yet proud opinions, outlawing men of parts, arts, 
industry, and honesty, the grand requisites of hu- 
man society ; and exposing them and their families 
to utter ruin for mere nonconformity, not to reli- 
gion, but to modes and fashions in religion. 

" Christian, — since the contrary expressly con- 
tradicts both the precept and example of Christy 
who taught us to love enemies, not to abuse our 
friends, and triumph in the destruction of our harm- 
less neighbours. He rebuked his disciples, when 
they called for fire from heaven upon dissenters, 
it may be, opposers : certainly then, he never in- 
tended that they should kindle fire on earth to de- 
vour men for conscience. And if Christ, to whom 
all power was given, and his holy apostles refused 
to employ human force and artifice so much as to 
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conserve themselves, it is an arrogancy every way 
indefensible in those that pretend to be their fol- 
lowers, that they assume an authority to supersede, 
control, and contradict the precepts and examples 
of Christ and his apostles; whose kingdom not 
being of the nature of this ambitious, violent world, 
was not erected or maintained by those weapons 
that are carnal, but spiritual and intellectual, ade- 
quate to the nature of the soul, and flighty through 
God to cast down the strong holds of sin, and every 
vain imagination exalted in man above the lowly 
meek fear of God, that ought to have the pre-emi- 
nence in the hearts of the sons of men. 

'* Indulgence is prudent, — in that it preserveth 
concord : no kingdom divided against itself, can 
stand. It encourageth arts, parts, and industry, to 
show and improve themselves, which indeed are 
the ornaments, strength, and wealth of a country : 
it encourageth people to transplant into this land 
of liberty, where the sweat of the brow, is not 
made the forfeit of the conscience. 

" And lastly, it rendereth the prince peculiarly 
safe and great Safe, because all interests, for in- 
terest-sake, are bound to love and court him. 
Great, in that he is not governed or clogged with 
the power of his clergy ; which in most countries is 
not only a co-ordinate power, a kind of duumvi- 
rateship in government, imperium in imperio, at 
least an eclipse to monarchy, but a superior power, 
and rideth the Prince to their designs, holding the 
helm of the government, and steering not by the 
laws of civil freedom, but certain ecclesiastical 
maxims of their own, to the maintenance and en- 
largement of their worldly empire in their church. 
And all this villany acted under the sacred^ 
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peaceable^ and alluring name of Christ, his minis- 
try, and church ; though as remote from their na- 
ture, as the wolf from the sheep, and the Pope 
from Peter. 

" The next thing I should have taken the liberty 
to have discoursed, would have been this ; what 
encouragement a colony of virtuous and indus- 
trious families might hope to receive from thee, in 
case they should transplant themselves into this 
country, which certainly in itself is very excellent, 
respecting taxes, oaths, arms, &c. 

" Further, to have represented the condition of 
some of our Friends, and thy own subjects; who 
though they are liable to the same tax as Menists, 
&c. (not by part the case of other dissenters) yet 
the Vaught of the town where they live, came yes- 
terday to forbid all preaching amongst them, 
which implies a sort of contradiction to the indul- 
gence given. 

'' And in the last place, forasmuch as all men 
owe their being to something greater than them- 
selves, to which it is reasonable to believe they are 
accountable, from whence follow rewards or punish- 
ments, — I had an earnest desire to have spoken of 
the nature, truth, use, benefit, and reward of reli- 
gion; and therein to have discoursed, what the 
Christian religion is in itself, freed from those un- 
reasonable garbs some men make it to wear, so 
justly offensive to wise and thinking men — thus to 
have proved the principle and life of the people in 
scorn called Quakers, to have been suitable to the 
true followers of Holy Jesus. But, as the parti- 
culars would swell a letter to a book, I shall take 
the freedom to present thee, upon my return, with 
some tracts treating upon all these subjects. 
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'' Prince ! my soul is filled with love and respect 
to thee and to thy family ; I wish you all true and 
lasting felicity^ and earnestly desire that you 
may never forget your aiBictions, and in the 
remembrance of them be dehorted from those 
lusts and impieties, which draw the vengeance 
of heaven upon the greatest families on earth; 
that God may look upon you with the favour- 
able eye of his providence. And blessed is that 
man, whose God by profession is the Lord in re- 
ality; who is ruled and governed by the Lord, 
lives in subjection to his grace, and having a di- 
vine sense of God in his heart, delights to retain 
that sense and knowledge of him, and be medita- 
ting in his noble royal law, that converts the soul 
to God, and redeems man from the sensual plea- 
sures of this world, to the true satisfaction of the 
intellectual and divine life. 

** O the meanness and lowness of their spirits, 
that abandon themselves to the government of 
sense, the animal life, thereby debasing their na- 
tures, rejecting the divine light, that shineth in 
their hearts, saying, * Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we shall die ;* foi^tdng whence they are 
descended, and not considering the peace and joy 
of the virtuous ! 

" I desire that the Lord would put it into thy 
heart to think of thy latter end, and with the light 
of Christ in thy conscience examine how it stands 
with thy soul, that thou mayst know, and diligently 
watch to do those things that belong to thy eternal 
peace. 

'^ One thing more give me leave to recommend 
to thee, and that is, to be very careful of inculca- 
ting generoiBS, free, and righteous principles into 
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thy son, who is like to succeed thee; that when 
thou art gone, the reputation of the country may 
not sink by contrary practices, nor the people of 
divers judgments, now thy subjects, be disap- 
pointed, distressed, or ruined. Which, with sin- 
cere desires for thy temporal and eternal good, 
conclude this, 

*' Thy unknown, but sincere Friend, 

William Pbnn." 
<' From Manheim, 25th of 
6th month, 1677." 

This being done, and having refreshed ourselves, 
we returned that night by the Rhine to Worms; 
whence the next morning, being the 1st day of the 
week, we walked on foot to Krisheim, about six Eng- 
lish miles from Worms. We had a good meeting 
from the 10th till the 3rd hour, and the Lord's 
power sweetly opened to many of the inhabitants 
of the town that were at the meeting; yea, the 
V aught or chief officer himself stood at the door 
behind the bam, where he could hear and not be 
seen ; who went to the priest and told him, that it 
was his work, if we were heretics, to discover us to 
be such, but for his part he heard nothing but 
what was good, and he would not meddle with us. 

In the evening, we had a more retired meeting 
of the Friends only, very weighty and tender ; yea, 
the power rose in a high operation among them, 
and great was the love of God that rose in our 
hearts at the meeting to visit them ; and there is a 
lovely, sweet, and true sense among them. We 
were greatly comforted in them, and they were 
greatly comforted in us. Poor hearts! a little 
handful surrounded with great and mighty coun- 
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tries of darkness ; it is the Lord's great goodness, 
and mercy to them, that they are so finely kept, 
even natural in the seed of life. They were most 
of them gathered by dear William Ames. 

On the 27th we had another meeting, where we 
took our leave of them, and so came, accompanied 
by several of them, to Worms ; where having re- 
freshed ourselves, we went to visit the Lutheran 
priest, that was at the meeting the 6th day before 
at Krisheim. He received us very kindly, and his 
wife, not without some sense of our testimony. 
After we had discoursed about an hour with him 
of the true and heavenly ministry and worship, 
and in what they stood, and what all people must 
come unto, if ever they wiU know how to worship 
God aright; we departed, and immediately sent 
them several good books of Friends in High 
Dutch. 

We took boat about the 3rd hour in the after- 
noon, and came down the river Rhine to Mentz, 
where we arrived about the 5th hour in the morn- 
ing; and immediately took an open chariot for 
Frankfort, where we came about the 1st hour in 
the afternoon. We presently informed some of 
those people that had received us the time before, 
of our return to that city, with desires that we 
.might have a meeting that afternoon ; which was 
readily granted us by the noble women, at whose 
bouse we met, whither resorted some that we had 
not seen before. And the Lord did, after a living 
manner, open our hearts and mouths amongst 
them, which was received by them as a further 
confirmation of the coming of the day of the Lord 
unto them ; yea, with much joy and kindness they 
received us. The meeting held till the 9th hour 



64 WILLIAM PENN*8 TRAVELS 

at night; they constrained us to stay and eat with 
thenij which was also a blessed meeting to them. 
Before we parted^ we desired a select meeting the 
next morning at the same plaoe^ of those that we felt 
to be more inwardly affected with Truth's testimony^ 
and that were nearest to the state of a silent meet- 
ing ; to which they joyfully assented. 

We went to our lodging, and on the 29th re- 
turned to them, with whom we had a blessed and 
heavenly opportunity ; for we had room for our 
life amongst them: — ^it was as among faithful 
Friends, — Life ran as oU, and swam a^top of all. 

We recommended a silent meeting unto them, 
that they might grow into a holy silence unto 
themselves ; that the mouth that calls God Father, 
and is not of his own birth, may be stopped, and 
all images confounded ; that they may hear the 
soft voice of Jesus to instruct them, and receive his 
sweet life to feed them and to build them up. 

About the 9th hour we departed from that 
place, and went to Vanderwalls, where the meet- 
ing was the time before ; and there we had a more 
public meeting, of all that pleased to come. The 
Lord did so abundantly appear amongst us, that 
they were more broken than we had seen them at 
any time; yea, they were exceeding tender and 
low, and the love of God was much raised in their 
hearts to the testimony. In this sensible frame 
we left them, and tlie blessings and peace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with and among them. 

Aft;er having refreshed ourselves at our inn, we 
took boat down the Main to Mentz, where we 
arrived about the 5th hour. It is a g^at city, but 
a dark and superstitious place, according to the 
Popish way, and is under the government of a 
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Popish bishop. We staid not longer there, than 
till our boat was ready, which might be better 
than half an hour. From Mentz we went on our 
way down the Rhine six German miles, and came 
that night to Hampack. From thence the next 
morning by Bacharach, Coblentz, and other places 
upon the Rhine, to Tresy that night, being about 
eleven German miles. 

Next day, the Slst, we got to Cologne, a great 
Popish city, about the 3rd hour in the afternoon. 
We gave notice to a sober merchant in that town, 
a serious seeker after God, that we were arrived ; 
who presently came to us. We sat down, and had 
a living and precious opportunity with him ; open- 
ing to him the way of the Lord, as it had been 
manifested to us ; entreating him, if he knew any 
in that city, who had desires after the Lord, or 
that were willing to come to a meeting, that be 
would please to inform them of our being here, 
and of our desire to meet with them. He an- 
swered, that he would readily do it. This night, 
when we were in bed, came the resident of several 
princes, a serious and tender man, to find us out : 
we had some discourse with him ; but, being late, 
he promised to see us the next day. 

The next morning the aforesaid merchant in- 
formed us, that it was a busy time, several pre- 
paring for the mass or great fair at Frankfort ; yet 
some would come, and he desired it might be at 
his house about three in the aftiernoon. 

That morning, we went to visit the resident, whom 
we met coming to see us ; but he returned and 
brought us to his house. We had a good time with 
him ; for the man is an ancient seeker, oppressed 
with the cares of this world, and he may be truly 
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said to mourn under them. His heart was opened 
to us, and he blessed God that he had lived to see us. 
We gave him an account^ how the Lord had ap- 
peared in the land of our nativity, and how he had 
dealt with us ; which was as the cool and gentle 
showers upon the dry and scorched desert. About 
noon we returned home, and after we had eaten, 
we went to the merchant's house to the meeting ; 
where came four persons, one of which was the 
Presbyterian priest, who preached in private to the 
Protestants of that place, for they are in no ways 
publicly allowed in that city. Surely, the true 
day and power of the Lord made itself known to 
the consciences of those present: yea, they felt 
that we were such as had been with Jesus, and had 
obtained our testimony through the sufferings and 
travails of the cross. They were tender : the resi- 
dent and merchant conducted us to our inn, and 
from thence to the boat^ being about seven at 
night. We set out towards the city of Duysburg, 
of the Calvinist way, belonging to the Elector of 
Brandenburg ; in and near to which, we had been 
informed^ there was a retired and seeking people. 

We arrived there on the 2nd of 7th month, about 
noon, being the 1st day of the week. The first 
thing we did, after we came to our inn, was to in- 
quire out one Dr. Mastricht, a civilian, for whom 
we had a letter to introduce us, from a merchant of 
Cologne : whom quickly finding, we informed him 
what we came about, desiring his assistance; 
which he readily promised us. The first thing we 
offered, was an access to the Countess of Falken- 
stein and Bruck. He told us she was an extraor- 
dinary womanyone in whom we should find things 
worthy of our love ; that he would write to her, to 
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give US an opportunity with her ; that the fittest 
time was the present time^ in that we mi^ht find 
her at the minister'sof Mulheim, on the other side 
of the river from her father's castle ; for that she 
used to come out the 1st day mornings and not re* 
turn till night : that we must be very shy of making 
ourselves public, not only for our own sakes, but 
for hers, who was severely treated by her father, for 
the sake of those religious inclinations that ap- 
peared in her, although her father pretended to be 
of the Protestant religion. 

We therefore dispatched towards Mulheim, 
having received his letter, and being also accom- 
panied by him about one third of the way. But 
being six English miles, and on foot, we could not 
compass the place before the meeting was over ; for 
it was past three before we could get out of Duys- 
bui^ : and, following that way which led to the back 
of the Graef's castle and orchard, which was also a 
common way to the town, (though if we had 
known the country we might have avoided it,) we 
met with one Henry Smith, schoolmaster and cate- 
chiser of Speldorp, to whom we imparted our busi- 
ness, and gave the letter of Dr. Mastricht of Duys- 
burg to introduce us to the Countess. 

He told us, he had just left her, being come over 
the water from worship, but he would carry the 
letter to her, and bring an answer suddenly ; but 
notwithstanding staid near an hour. When he 
came he gave us this answer; namely, that she 
would be glad to meet us, but she did not know 
where ; but rather inclined that we should go over 
the water to the minister's house, whither, if she 
could, she would come to us; but that a strict 
band was held over her by her father. After some 
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more serious discourse with him^ concerning the 
witness of God in the conscience, and the disco* 
very, testimony, and judgmeni of that true light, 
unto which all must bow that would be heirs of 
the kingdom of God ; recommending him to the 
same, we parted ; he returning homewards, and we 
advaacing to the town. Being necessitated to pass 
by her father's castle, who is Seignior or Lord of that 
country, it so fell out, that at that very instant he 
came forth to walk ; and seeing us in the habit of 
strangers, sent one of his attendants to demand 
who, and from whence we were ^ and whither we 
went P calling us afterwards to him, and asking us 
the same questions. We answered, that we were 
Englishmen come from Holland, going 'no further 
in these parts than his own town of Mulheim. 
But not showing him, or paying him that worldly 
homage and respect which was expected from us^ 
some of his gentlemen asked us, if we knew whom 
we were before ? and if we did not use to deport 
ourselves after another manner before noblemen, 
and in the presence of princes ? We answered, 
we were not conscious to ourselves of any disrespect 
or unseemly behaviour. One of them sharply re- 
plied, " Why do not you pull off your hats, then ? 
Is it respect, to stand covered in the presence of the 
sovereign of the country ?" We told them, it was 
our practice in the presence of our prince, who is 
a great king, and that we uncovered not our heads 
to any, but in our duty to Almighty God. Upon 
which the Graef called us Quakers, saying unto us, 
" We have no need of Quakers here ; get you out 
of my dominions, you shall not go to my town." 

We told him that we were an innocent people, 
that feared God, and had good-will towards all 
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men; that we had true respect in our hearts 
towards him^ and would be glad to do him any real 
good or service ; and that the Lord had made it 
matter of conscience to us^ not to conform ourselves 
to the vain and fhiitless customs of this world, or 
words to this purpose. However, he commanded 
some of his soldiers to see us out of his territories ; 
to whom we also declared somewhat of the reason 
and intention of our coming to that place, in the 
fear and love of God ; and they were civil to us. 

We parted with much peace and comfort in our 
hearts; and as we passed through the village 
where the schoolmaster dwelt, (yet in the dominions 
of the Graef,) we called upon him, and in the 
sense of God's power and kingdom opened to him 
the message and testimony of Truth, which the 
man received with a weighty and serious spirit 
For, under the dominion of the Graef, there is a 
large congregation of Protestants called Calvinists, 
of a more religious, inward, and zealous frame of 
spirit, than any body of people we met with or 
heard of in Germany. 

After we had ended our testimony to him, we 
took our leave ; desiring him not to fear, but to be 
of good courage, for the day of the Lord was 
hastening upon all the workers of iniquity : and to 
them that feared his name, wherever scattered 
throughout the earth, he would cause the Stm of 
Righteousness to arise and visit them, with healing 
under his wings: and we desired he would remem- 
ber us with true love and kindness to the Countess, 
daughter to this Graef; and to desire her not to be 
offended in us, nor to be dismayed at the dis-. 
pleasure of her father, but eye the Lord that hath 
visited her soul with his holy light, by which she 
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seeth the Tanitj of this wodd, and in some mea- 
sure the emptine» and deadness of the religions 
that are in it; and he woold pfeserre her from the 
fear of the wrath of men, that worketh not the 
righteousness of God. So we left the peace of 
Jesus with him, and walked on towards Dojrsbu^, 
being about sit English miles from thence, and 
near the eighth hour at night. The Lord was with 
UH, and comforted our hearts as we walked, without 
any outward g^ide, through a tedious and solitary 
wood, about three miles long, with the joy of his 
Halvation : giving us to remember, and to speak 
one unto another of his blessed witnesses in the 
dayn past, who wandered up and down like poor 
pilgrifM and strangers on the earth, their eye being 
to a city in the heavens, thai hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. 

Betwixt nine and ten, we reached the walls of 
Duysburg; but the gates were shut, and there 
being no houses without the walls, we laid us down 
t4)gether in a field, receiving both natural and spi- 
ritual refreshment: blessed be the Lord. About 
tliree in the morning we rose, sanctifying God in 
our hearts that had kept us that night; and walked 
till five, often speaking one to another of the great 
and notable day of the Lord dawning on upon 
(rermany, and of several places of that land tiiat 
were almost ripe unto harvest. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Letters to the Countess of Falkenstein, and to her 
Father — Interviews at Duyshurg — Holten, 

Soon after the clock had struck five, they opened 
the gates of the city, and we had not long got to 
our inn, but it came upon me, with a sweet, yet 
fervent power, to visit this persecuted Countess 
with a salutation from the love and life of Jesus> 
and to open unto her more plainly the way of the 
liord ; which I did in this following epistle : 

" To the Countess of Falkenstein and Brack, at 

Mulheim, 

" My dear Friend, 

" Jesus, the immaculate Lamb of God, grieved 
and ciTtcified by all the workera of iniquity, illumin- 
ate thy understanding, bless and be with thy 
spirit for ever ! 

** Though unknown, yet art thou much beloved, 
for the sake of thy desires and breathings of soul 
after the living God; the report whereof, from 
some in the same state, hath made deep impres- 
sion of true kindness upon my spirit, and raised 
in me a very singular and fervent inclination to 
visit thee : and the rather, because of that suffering 
and tribulation thou hast begun to endure for the 
sake of thy zeal towards God ; myself having from 
my childhood been both a seeker after the Lord, 
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and a great sufferer for that cause, from parents, 
relations, companions, and the magistrates of this 
world. The remembrance whereof hath so much 
the more endeared thy condition unto me ; and my 
soul hath often, in the sweet sense and feeling of 
the holy presence of God, and the precious life of 
his dear Son in my heart, with great tenderness 
implored his Diyine assistance unto thee, that thou 
mayst both be illuminated to do, and made willing 
to suffer for his name's sake; that the Spirit of 
God and of glory may rest upon thy soul. 

" And truly I can say, I felt the good-will of 
God, his holy care and heavenly visitation of love 
to extend unto thee. But one thing more espe- 
cially lay upon my spirit to have communicated 
unto thee, which made me the more pressing for an 
opportunity to speak with thee, and that was this : — 
that thou shouldst have a true, right, and distinct 
knowledge of thy own state, and what that is which 
hath visited thee ; in what thy faith, patience, hope, 
and salvation stand ; where to wait, and how to 
find the Lord; and to distinguish between that 
which is bom of God, and that which is not ; both 
with respect to thyself in all the motions and con- 
ceptions of thy heart, and with respect to others in 
their religious worships and performances ; to the 
end, that thou mayst not be deceived about the 
things relating to God's kingdom, and thy eternal 
peace : this is of greatest weight. 

" Now, know certainly, that which hath dis- 
covered unto thee the vanities of this world, the 
emptiness and the fading of all earthly glory, the 
blessedness of the righteous, and the joy of the 
world that is to come, is the light of Christ Jesus, 
wherewith he hath enlightened thy soul : iot, in 
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him was life, arid that life is the light of mankind^ 
John^ i. 4, 9. Thus God promised by the prophet 
Isaiah; to give him^ namely, ,/br a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and for his salvation to the ends of the 
earth. So that Christ the light is God*s gift^ and 
eternal life is hid in him^ yea, all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge ; who is the light of the 
gospel temple, even true believers. Rev. xxi. And 
all that receive this light into their hearts, and 
bring their deeds to it, to see in what ground they 
are wrought, whether in God or in the evil one, 
and make this blessed light the guide of their life; 
fearing, with a holy fear, to do any thing that this 
light manifests to be evil ; waiting and watching 
with a godly care, to be preserved blameless before 
the Lord ; — ^I say, all such become children of 
light, and witnesses of the life of Jesus. O blessed 
wilt thou be for ever, if in the way of this holy 
light thy mind walks to the end ! 

" Let this that hath visited thee lead thee ; this 
seed of light and life, which is the seed of the 
kingdom. Yea, it is Christ, the true and only 
seed of God, that visited my soul, even in my 
young years ; that spread my sins in order before 
me, reproved me, and brought godly sorrow upon 
me ; making me often to weep in solitary places, 
and say within my soul, * O that I knew the Lord 
as I ought to know him ! O that I served him as I 
ought to serve him !' Yea, often was there a great 
concern upon my spirit about my eternal state, 
mournfully desiring, that the Lord would give my 
soul rest in the great day of trouble. Now was all 
the glory of the world as a bubble ; yea, nothing 
was dear to me that I might win Christ : for the 
love^ friendship, and pleasure of this world were a 
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burden unto my soul. And, in this seeking state, I 
was directed to the testimony of Jesus in my own 
conscience, as the true shining light , giving me to dis- 
cern the thoughts and intents of my own heart. And 
no sooner was I turned unto it, but I found it to 
be that which from my childhood had visited me^ 
though I distinctly knew it not : and when I re- 
ceived it in the love of it, it showed me all that 
ever I had done, and reproved all the unfruitful 
works of darkness; judging me as a man in the 
flesh, and laying judgment to the line^ and righ- 
teousness to the plummet in me. And as by the 
brightness of his coming into my soul, he dis- 
covered the man of sin there, upon his throne ; so 
by the breath uf his mouth, which is the two-edged 
sword of his Spirit, he destroyeth his power and 
kingdom. And having made me a witness of the 
death of the cross^ he hath also made me a witness 
of his resurrection. So that in good measure my 
soul can now say, I am justified in the spirit ; and 
though the state of condemnation unto death was 
glorious, yet justification unto life was and is more 
glorious. 

*' In this state of the new man, all is new : be- 
hold, new heavens and a new earth ! Old things 
come to be done away ; the old man with his deeds 
put off. Now, new thoughts, new desires, new af- 
fections, new love, new friendship, new society, 
new kindred, new faith; even that which over- 
come^h this world, through many tribulations; 
and new hope, even that living hope that is founded 
upon true experience, which holds out all storms, 
and can see to the glory that is invisible to carnal 
eyes, in the midst of the greatest tempest. 
.. ''Now, it is the same blessed seed of light, life,. 
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and grace, which from God the Father is sown in 
thy heart, and which hath moyed aod wrought 
there the change which thou hast witnessed from 
the spirit of this world: turn to it, watch in it, 
that hy it thou mayst be kept from all that it dis- 
covers to be contrary to God ; especially from thy- 
self, from thy own runnings, willings, aad strivings. 
For whatsoever is not bom of the Spirit is flesh, 
and that inherits not the kingdom of God ; but all 
that sow to it shall inherit corruption. By this 
thou wilt come to feel, not only all sin to be a 
burden, but all thy own righteousness, yea, all 
man's righteousness to be a burden. Thou wilt 
see the difference betwixt the duties and prayers 
which thou begettest, and the duties and prayers 
which, in thy true silence, from all self-activity of 
mind, the Lord begets in thee. 

** O that thou mightst know the mystery of the 
new birth, and what that is that can truly call 
God, Father ; even that which is begotten of him, 
which liveth, and breatheth, and hath its begin- 
ning and being in that life which is hid with Christ 
in God, and by which it hath been quickened to 
the knowledge and worship of Christ and God. 
And this thou shalt not fail to know and enjoy, as 
thou patiently sufferest the Lord to work his own 
work in thee by his own blessed Spirit. And that 
which will give thee to savour and discern the 
right motions and conceptions, duties and per- 
foimances in thyself, from the false, will give thee 
to savour and discern that which is right from that 
which is false in others ; that which is of God, 
from that which is of man. 

" Have a care of gathering sticks, and kindling 
a fire of thy own, and then compassing thyself 
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about with the sparks of the fire which thou hast 
kindled, for the end of this state is to lie down in 
sorrow ; because the heavenly fire is absent, which 
maketh the sacrifice acceptable : yea, the Lordmxj 
stir in thy heart, but thou mayst bring forth : but 
he that gives to conceive, he brings to the birth, 
and he giveth power to bring forth acceptably : for 
without Christ we can do nothing; and blessed are 
they that stir not, before the angel moveth the 
waters, and go not before Christ, but are led by him, 
and that awaken not their Beloved till he please ; in 
whose hands the times and the seasons are. O 
blessed are they, whose eyes are opened to see him 
always present, a God always nigh at hand ; whose 
hearts are stayed upon his holy appearance in 
them, and are thereby translated into his likeness; 
whose faith and hope are in Christ in them, the 
hope of glory. 

*' My dear Friend, weigh these things with a 
serious, retired, sweet, and tender frame of spirit ; 
and the God that hath called me and thee, by the 
light of his dear Son, open thy understanding to 
perceive the Truth as it is in Jesus, and what is the 
mystery of the fellowship of the saints in light. 
So, to the Lord I recommend thee, the watchman 
and keeper of Israel. The Lord be thy strength 
and holy comfort, and speak peace to thee, and 
never leave thee nor forsake thee till he hath con^- 
ducted thee, through all tribulations, to his ever« 
lasting kingdom of rest and glory. 

" O dear heart ! be valiant, and stay thyself upon 
Christ Jesus, the everlasting rock, and feel him a 
fountain in thy soul ; feel his blood to cleanse, and 
his blood to drink, and his flesh to eat : feed upon 
him, for God hath given him for the life of the world* 
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'' I had seen thee, had not thy father's strange 
sort of severity hindered. I confess I do not nse 
to be so treated in my own country, where the Lord 
hath raised up many thousands of witnesses, that he 
hath gathered, out of all sects and professions, to 
worship him, not in their spirits or wills, but in his 
will, spirit, and truth. And we are generally, 
after much affliction and suffering, in good esteem, 
even with the great ones of this world. And this 
let me add for thy particular coipfort, — that though 
I have been a man of great anguish and sorrow, 
because of the scorn and reproach that hath at- 
tended my separation from the world, (having been 
taught of Jesus, to turn my back upon all, for the 
sake of that glory that shall be revealed ;) yet, to 
God's honour I can say it, I have a hundred friends 
for one, yea, God hath turned the hearts of my ene- 
mies towards me ; he hath fulfilled his promise, to 
turn the hearts of the parents unto the children. For 
my parents, that once disowned me for this blessed 
testimony's sake, (of the Jew, Christian, circumci- 
sion, and baptism inward, against the ^eshly Chris- 
tian,) have come to love me above all, and have left 
me all; thinking they could never do and leave 
enough for me. O how good is the Lord ! yea, the 
ways of his mercy are even past finding out. 

" Wherefore, my dear Friend, trust in the Lord 
for ever; and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, the God of the prophets and of the apostles, 
the God of all the holy martyrs of Jesus, illuminate, 
fortify and preserve thee steadfast ; that in the end 
thou mayst receive the reward of life and eternal 
salvation: to whom be glory, and to the Lamb that 
sits upon the throne, one God, and one Lord, 
blessed and magnified for ever and ever, amen ! 
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** Thy great and faithful lover for the blessed 
and holy Truth's sake, 

" W. Penn." 

'* Duysburg, 
the 13th of the 7th month, ] 67?.*' 

" P. S. The enclosed I received from a reli- 
gious young woman at Frankfort We have had 
a blessed opportunity in this town with some that 
have a desire after the Lord, in which we are 
abundantly comforted. We have just now re- 
ceived thy message and salutation from H. V. 
which haUi exceedingly refreshed and revived us; 
for our trouble was not for ourselves, but for thee ; 
and we hope our love will not turn to thy disad- 
vantage, for we mentioned nothing of thy name, 
nor the name of any other person, only that we 
desired to speak with the minister of Mulheim, 
and that was only to the soldier. The Lord made 
us a good bed in the fields, and we were very well 
satisfied. We are going this afternoon out of the 
town towards Wesel, from thence to Cleve, and 
thence to Herwerden, (the Lord willing ;) so fare- 
well in the Lord." 

Here follows a letter to her father, the Graef of 
Bruck and Falkenstein. 



€t 



To the Graef or Earl of Bruck and Falkenstein' 



" Friend, 

** I wish thy salvation, and the Lord reward 

thee good for the evil that thou showedst unto me 

and my friends the last night, if it be his will. 

But since thou art but a mortal man, one that must 
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give an account, in common with all, to the im- 
mortal God, let me a little expostulate with thee. 

" By what law on earth are men, not scandalous, 
under no proscription, harmless strangers, about 
lawful occasions, and men, not vagabonds, but of 
good quality in their own country, stopped, me- 
naced, sent back with soldiers, and that at sun-set, 
exposed to the night in an unknown country, and 
therefore forced to lie in the fields ? I say, by 
what law are we judged, yea, thus punished before 
heard ? Is this the law of nations, or nature, or 
Germany, or of Christianity ? Oh ! where is na^ 
ture ? where is civility ? where is hospitality ? 
But where is Christianity all this while ? Well, 
but we are Quakers : Quakers ! What is that for a 
name ? Is there a law of the empire against that 
name ? No. Did we own it ? No. But if we 
had, the letters of that name neither make up 
drunkard, adulterer, thief, murderer, nor traitor : 
why so odious then ? what harm hath it done ? 
why could Jews pass just before us, that have cru- 
cified Christ, and not Quakers that never crucified 
him ? But ignorance is as well the mother of per- 
secution as devotion : and the false Christian, and 
the false Jew have but one Father. 

''But, argumentum ad hominem, — my Friend, bear 
with me a. little. Art thou a Christian P How 
canst thou be rude, uncivil, and persecute then? 
Thou art to love enemies, not abuse friends ; harm- 
less strangers. Well, but this life is dead, this 
doctrine antiquated, — ^Jesus Christ turned out of 
doors, I perceive. 

" What art thou for a Christian ? A Lu- 
theran? Yes. Canst thou so lately foi^et the 
practices of the Papists, and with what abhorrence 
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thy ancestors declared against such sort of enter^ 
tainment P Were not they despised, mocked, and 
persecuted ? And are their children treading in 
the steps of their old enemies ? Friend, it is not 
reformed words, but a reformed life that will stand 
thee in stead. It is not to live the life of the unre- 
generate, worldly-minded, and wicked, under the 
profession of the saints' words, that will give an 
entrance into God's rest. Be not deceived, such as 
thou sowest, such must thou reap in the day of the 
Lord. Thou art not come to the Berean state that 
tried all things, and therefore not noble in the 
Christian sense. The Bereans were noble, for they 
judged not before examination. 

" And for thy saying, * We want no Quakers 
here ;* — I say, under favour, You do : for a true 
Quaker is one that trembleth at the word of the 
Lord, that worketh out his salvation with fear 
and trembling, and all the days of his appointed 
time waiteth, in the light and grace of God, 
till his great change cometh ; and that taketh 
up the daily cross to his will and lusts, that he 
might do the will of God manifested to him by the 
light of Jesus in his conscience ; and according to 
the holy precepts and examples in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of Truth, laid down by Jesus and his follow- 
ers for the ages to come. Yea, he is one that 
loveth his enemies rather than feareth them ; that 
blesseth those that curse him, and prayeth for those 
that despitefully treat him; as God knoweth we 
do for thee. And O that thou wert sv4:h a Quaker I 
Then wouldst thou rule for God, and act in all 
things as one, that must give an account to God for 
the deeds done in the body, whether good or evil. 
Then would temperance, mercy, justice, meekness. 
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and the fear of the Lord dwell in thy heart, and in 
thy family, and country. 

** Repent, I exhort thee, and consider thy latter 
end, for thy days are not like to he many in this 
world ; therefore mind the things that make for thy 
eternal peace, lest distress come upon thee as an 
armed man, and there be none to deliver thee ! 

" I am thy well-wishing Friend, 

" W. Penn. ' 

** Duysburg, 
3d of the Vthmontby 1677.*' 

This being done, we went to Dr. Mastricht's to 
inform him of what had passed, who though of a 
kind disposition, and yery friendly to us, yet 
seemed surprised with fear, (the common disease 
of this country,) crying out, " What will become of 
this poor Countess ? Her father hath called her 
Quaker a long time, behaving himself very severely 
to her, but now he will conclude she is one indeed, 
and he will lead her a lamentable life : I know," 
said he, " you care not for suffering, but she is to 
be pitied." We told him, that we both loved her, 
and pitied her, and could lay down our lives for 
her, as Christ hath done for us, in the will of 
God, if we could thereby do her good ; but that 
we had not mentioned her name, neither was the 
letter, that he gave us to her, so much as seen or 
known of her father. But still he feared, that our 
carriage would incense the Graef so much the 
more i^ainst both his daughter, and all those se- 
rious and inquiring people up and down his coun- 
try. We answered with an earnestness of spirit, 
that they had minded the incensiogs and wrath of 
men too much already, and that true religion 

G 
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would never spring or grow under such fears ; and 
that it was time for all, that felt any thing of the 
work of God in their hearts, to east away tlie slavish 
fear of man, and to come forth in the boldness of 
the true Christian life ; yea, that sufferings break 
emd make way for greater liberty, and that God was 
wiser and stronger than man. 

We asked him, if there were any in that city 
who inquired more diligently after the way of the 
Lord, he recommended us, (as we had already been 
informed in another place,) to the family of the 
Praetor, or chief governor of the town ; whose wife, 
and sister more especially, were seeking after the 
best things. So we parted with him in love, and 
by the help of his daughter, were conducted to this 
family. 

We had not been long there, before a school- 
master of Dusseldorf, and also a minister came in, 
inquiring after us, having heard of us at Mulheim, 
where he preached the day before to the people, or 
else by the way of our attempt to visit that place, 
and the entertainnient we received at the hands of 
the Graef. He sat down with us, and though we 
had already a sweet opportunity, yet feeling the 
power of God to rise, the meeting renewed. And, 
O magnified be the name of the Lord ! he wit- 
nessed to our testimony abundantly in all their 
hearts and consciences, who were broken into 
much tenderness : — and certainly there is a blessed 
power and zeal, stirring in that young man ; yea, 
he is very near the kingdom. So we took our 
leave of them, leaving the Lord's peace and bless- 
ing upon them. 

\ It was now something past the 12th hour of the 
day. In the way to our lodging, we met a mes- 
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senger from the Countess of FaJkenstein^ a pretty 
young tender man, near to the kingdom, who sa- 
luted us in her name with much love ; telling us, 
that she was much grieved at the entertainment of 
her father towards us, advising us not to expose 
ourselves to such difficulties and hardships, for it 
would grieve her heart, that any that came in the 
love of God to visit her, should he so severely 
bandied ; for at some he sets his dogs, upon others 
he puts his soldiers to beat them : — " But what 
shall I say P — thai itself must not hinder you from 
doing good," said the Countess. 

We answered him, that his message was joyful 
to us, that she had any regard to us, and that she 
was not offended with us. We desired the remem- 
brance of our kind love unto her, and that he would 
let her know that our concern was not for ourselves, 
but for her. W€ invited him to eat with us ; but 
he told us, he was an inhabitant of Meurs, and 
was in haste to go home. So we briefly declared 
our principle and message, recommending him to 
Christ the true Light in his conscience, and parted. 
We went home to dinner, having neither eaten nor 
drank since Ist day morning, and having lain out 
all night in the field. We had no sooner got to 
our inn, but the man was constrained to come after 
us, and sat down with us, and inquired concerning 
our Friends, their rise, principles, and progress, and 
in all things about which he desired satisfaction, he 
declared himself satisfied. Dinner being done, and 
all cleared, we departed that city, being about the 4th 
hour in the afternoon, and for want of accommoda- 
tion, were forced to walk on foot eight English 
miles to a town called Holten, where we rested that 
night. 

g2 
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CHAPTER VI. 

IVesel — Emrick — CUve — Interview with a Lady of 
quality there — Nimeyuen — Utrecht — Georye Keith 
and Benjamin Furly take wayyon for Rotterdam, 
William Pennfor Amsterdam — Letter of Princess 
Elizabeth — Harlinyen — Monthly Meetiny there — 
Writes to Joanna E, Malane, 

The next morning, being the 4th of the 7th month, 
we set out for Wesel, and got thither at noon. 
The first thing we did, as had been our custom, was 
to inquire who was worthy; particularly for two 
persons, recommended to us by the Countess of 
Homes, that lives with the Princess Elizabeth. 
We found, one of them was gone to Amsterdam 
with his wife, who had been formerly a preacher, 
and beifiy conscientiously dissatisfied with his own 
preachiny, laid it doum, and is now in a seeking 
state. But, in lieu of him, we found out three 
more, with the other person that had been recom- 
mended to us. We bespoke a meeting amongst 
them after dinner, which accordingly we had at a 
woman's house of good note in the town ; who told 
us, that she had been long in a solitary estate, dis- 
satisfied with the religions generally professed in 
that country, waitiny for salvation, and she hoped 
that now the time was come, and that we were the 
messengers of it. 

The Lord was with us in the meeting, and their 
hearts were opened by the word of God, to receive 
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our testimony as glad tidings of salvation. Meet- 
ing being done, we immediately returned to our 
lodging, desiring we might see tbem together in 
the same place the next morning, to take our leave 
of them ; to which they readily assented. 

Next morning we came, and had a precious 
meeting with them, and there were some present 
that were not there the night before. So we left 
them in much love, and after having refreshed our- 
selves at our inn, we went to Rees; where we met 
with a counsellor of Gelderland, with whom we 
had a good opportunity to declare the testimony of 
Jems, who received it, and parted with us in much 
kindness. 

From thence we went to Emrick, and there called 
up>on an eminent Baptist teacher, recommended to 
us by one of Wesel. We spent some time with 
him, opening to him the way of life, as in the light 
it is manifested to all that love and obey the light ; 
and of that more spiritual and pure ipinistry, which 
from the living word of God is received by many 
true ministers in this day. The man was somewhat 
full of words ; but we felt the living visitation of 
the love of God reached to him, and so we left 
him ; making all the haste we could, to get to Cleve 
that night; which accordingly we did, though late, 
being forced to walk one third part of the way on 
foot. 

That night, notwithstanding, one of us went to 
a certain lady, to whom we had recommendations 
from the Princess, and who was particularly known 
to one of us ; informing her, that we were come to 
that city, desiring to know what time next day we 
might give her a visit; she appointed eight in the 
jnoming. 



86 WILLIAM PENN's TRAVELS 

About that time we went to see her; she re- 
ceived us agreeably, considering her quality and 
courtship, far from showing any appearance of of- 
fence at our deportment We told her, our mes- 
sage and visit was to those of that city, that had 
any inclinations or desires, hanger or thirst, after 
the true and living knowledge of God : for that 
end, we had left our own country, and had wan- 
dered up and down in several parts of Germany. 
She told us, that some there were who searched 
after God ; but she feared the name of Quaker would 
make them shy, because they were called Quakers 
themselves, by people of the same profession, only 
for being more serious and retired in their conver- 
sation. We replied, that it was an honour to the 
name, that all sobriety throughout Germany was 
called by it ; — this ought to make the name less 
odious, yea, it will make the way easier for those 
that are truly called so, or that are Quakers indeed. 
It will take off much of the wonder, and, it may 
be, of the severity of the places where we come, 
that the name is gone before us, and hath received 
a dwelling-place in their towns and cities. In 
fine, to all such, God had committed to us the word 
of life to preach, and such we seek out in all places 
whither the Lord brings us : and hitherto we can 
say it, to the praise of our Gody he hath vindicated 
our service and testimony by his own blessed power, 
shed abroad in their hearts to whom we have been 
sent. 

So she told us, she would send for an attorney at 
law, one that was more than ordinarily eminent ; 
having deserted the church, and being therefore re- 
proached with the name of Quaker. 

In this interval, we had close discourse with 
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her; — a woman certainly of great wit, high notions, 
and very ready utterance ; so that it was hard for 
us to obtain a true silence, — a state in which we 
could reach to her. But, through some travail of 
spirit more than ordinary, we had a sweet time of 
refreshment, and the witness was raised in her; 
and we really and plainly beheld a true nobility, 
yea, that which was sensible of our testimony, and 
did receive it. 

By this time, the person she sent for came, and 
a blessed sweet time we had : for the power and 
presence of the Lord, our staff and strength, — unto 
which our eye hath been throughout all our travels, 
that we might only be acceptable in that, — plente- 
oasly appeared amongst us ; both of these indivi- 
duals confessing to the truth of what had been 
said, and the attorney especially, to the living sense 
in which the Truth had been declared. The Lord 
have the glory of his own work ! 

We would have returned to our inn, to eat, ac- 
cording as we had appointed in the morning ; but 
she laid a kind of violent hands upon us, and ne- 
cessitated us to stay and eat with her;. which we 
did. And we had no sooner sat down, but her bro- 
ther-in-law, a man of quality and employment in 
the court of the Elector of Brandenbui^, came 
in, who dined with us. As we sat at meat, we had 
a good meeting ; for the time was much taken up 
about the things of God, either in answering their 
questions, or ministering to them about the true 
Christian nature and life ; in all which, her brother 
behaved himself with great sweetness and respect. 
After dinner, we took our Christian leave of them 
in the fear of God, recommending unto them the 
light of Christ Jesus, that brings all that receive it 
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into the one spirit, to live in holy peace and con- 
cord together ; particularly and alone speaking to 
the lady and the attorney, what was upon us as to 
their states. 

And so we departed ; and soon after took waggon 
for Nimegnen, where arriving about the 7th hour 
that night, we immediately took waggon for 
Utrecht, and got thither about the 10th hour next 
morning. We hear, there is a people in that city ; 
but had not now time to visit them, referring it to 
another opportunity. 

About the 1st hour in the afternoon, George 
Keith and Bei^jamin Furly took wi^gon tor Rot- 
terdam, and I took waggon for Amsterdam, where 
I came safely that night, about six in the evening ; 
and I found Friends generally well, though it is a 
sickly time in this country. The meeting-house is 
much enlarged, and there is a fresh inquiry among 
many people after the Truth, and great desires to 
hear the testimony and declaration of it. I also 
understand, that dear George Fox is returned from 
Fredericstadt and Hamburg into Friesland, whi* 
ther T. R. and I. Y. are gone from this city to 
meet with him. He hath had a hard time of travel 
with respect to the weather, yet I hear is in good 
health, through the Lord's power that hath kept 
him. 

Here I received a letter from the Princess Eliza- 
beth, in answer to mine of the 25th of the 6th 
month, from Manheim, alias Fredericsburg. 

« The 4ai (14th) of Sq)tcmbcr, lfl77. 
"Dear Friend, 
" I have received your greetings, good wishes, 
and exhortations with much joy, and shall follow 
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the latter as far as it will please our great God to 
give me light and strengUi. I can say little for 
myself^ and can do nothing of myself^ but I hope 
the Lord will conduct me in his time, by his way^ 
to his end ; and shall not shrink from his fire ; — I 
do long for it ; and when he assures my ways, I 
hope he will give me power to bear the cross I 
meet therein. I am also glad to hear the journey 
hath been prosperous, both in the constitutions of 
your bodies, to withstand the badness of the wea- 
ther, and in the reception you had in Cassel, Frank- 
fort, and Krisheim. Nothing surprised me there, 
but the good old Dury, in whom I did not expect 
so much ingenuity, having lately written a book, 
entitled, ' Le veritable Chretien,' which speaks in 
another way. I wish to know what reception you 
have had at Fredericsburg, and if this find you at 
Cleve, I wish you might take an occasion to see 
the two pastors of Mulheim, who do really seek the 
Lord, but have some prejudice against your doc- 
trine, as also the Countess there. It would be of 
much use for my family to hav^ them disabused ; 
yet 6rod*s will be done in that, and all things else, 
concerning 

"Your loving Friend in the Lord Jesus, 

"Elizabeth." 
P.S. "Let both your friends and companions 
receive my hearty commendations here." 

This day, being the 8th, at night came John Hill 
from Friesland, to the house of Gertrude Diricks 
in Amsterdam. 

The next day, being the Ist day of the week, we 
had a blessed and large meeting, larger than or- 
dinary, because a great addition of room [had been 
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made] since our journey into Germany. Indeed, 
there was a great appearance of sober, professing 
people, yea, several of the chief of the Baptists, 
as Galenus and companions. The Lord's heavenly 
power was over all, and the meeting blessedly ended 
about the 4th hour. 

That night, after supper, having taken my leave 
in a sweet little meeting among Friends, I took 
boat for Horn, P. Hendricks accompanying me, 
about the 7th hour at night, and got thither about 
two in the morning : here, lying down till about 
six, we took waggon for Enckhuysen. We came 
thither a little after eight in the morning ; and, 
having refreshed ourselves, about the 9th hour we 
took ship for Worcum in Friesland, arriving about 
one ; and , thence immediately took waggon for 
Harlingen, where we came about six; there we met 
with dear George Fox, J. T., I. Y., T. R., John 
Claus, and his wife. 

The next day we had two blessed meetings ; one 
amongst Friends, being the first monthly meeting 
that was settled for Friesland, Groningen, and 
Embden; the other a public meeting, where re- 
sorted both Baptists, collegians, and others, and 
among the rest, a doctor of physic and a Presbyte- 
rian minister. All sat with great attention and so- 
briety, but the minister and doctor more especiaUy. 
The first having a lecture-sermon to preach that 
evening, went away ; but notwithstanding, speedily 
returned, George Fox still speaking: but, as a man 
in pain to be gone, yet willing to stay, sat at the 
door till G. F. had done ; and then stood up, and 
pulling ofi* his hat, looking up to heaven, in a so- 
lemn manner, and with a loud voice, spake to this 
purpose : " The Almighty, the all-wise, the omni- 
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potent great God, and his Son Jesus Christ, who is 
blessed for ever and ever, confirm his word that 
hath been spoken this day :" apologizing, that he 
could not longer stay, for that he was a minister of 
the Reformed religion, and was just now going to 
preach, where all that would come, should be wel- 
come ; and so left the meeting. 

The physician also was called away, but returned 
and staid till the meeting ended. Just as the meet- 
ing ended, came the minister again, who said in 
the hearing of some Friends, that he had made his 
sermon much shorter than ordinary, that he might 
ei\joy the rest of the meeting. At night came the 
physician to see me, who, after a serious and Chris- 
tian discourse, expressing great satisfaction in most 
things relating to Friends, left me : withal telling 
me, that if I had not been going the 4th hour next 
morning, he would either have staid longer with 
me, or come again. 

He also remembered the parson's loye to us ; and 
told me, that if it had not been for fear of giving 
offence, or coming too much under the observation 
of the people, he would have come to have seen 
us : adding, that it was great pity, this people had 
not printed their principles to the world : to which 
the doctor answered, that he had some of our books, 
and he would lend him them. Blessed be the Lord, 
his glorious work goeth on, and his power is over 
all ! It being now the 10th hour at night, I took 
my leave of George Fox and Friends. 

This day it came upon me to write a letter to 
the noble young woman at Frankfort, as follows. 
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" Dear Friend, 

" Joanna Eleonora Malane, 

"My dear and tender love, which God hath 
raised in my heart by his living word to all man- 
kind, (but more especially unto those, in whom he 
hath begotten a holy hunger and thirst alter him,) 
saluteth thee. And amongst those of that place 
where thou livest, the remembrance of thee, with 
thy companions, is most particularly and eminently 
at this time brought before me. And the sense of your 
open-heartedness, simplicity, and sincere love to 
the testimony of Jesus, that by us was delivered 
unto you, hatii deeply engaged my heart towards 
you ; and often raised in my soul heavenly breath- 
ings to the God of my life, that he would keep you 
in the daily sense of that divine life, which then 
affected you. For this know, it was the life in your- 
selves, that so sweetly visited you hy the ministry of 
life through u^, 

" Wherefore, love the divine life and light in your- 
selves: be retired and still; let that holy seed move 
in all heavenly things, before you move. For no 
one receiveth any thing that truly profiteth, but 
what he receiveth /rom above. Thus said John to 
his disciples. Now, that that stirreth in your hearts, 
draweth you out of the world, slayeth you to all 
the vain glory, and pleasure, and empty worships 
that are in it, this is from above, the heavenly seed 
of God, pure and incorruptible, which is come down 
from heaven to make you heavenly; that in hea^ 
venly places you may dwell, and witness, with the 
saints of old, this heavenly treasure in earthen 
vessels. 

"O stay your minds upon the appearance of 
Jesus in you, in whose light you shall see light. 
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It will make you of a weighty, considering spirit, 
more and more ; that you may see how the mys- 
tery of iniquity hath wrought, and how mankind 
is corrupted in all things, and what part you yet 
have which helongeth not to the paradise of God; 
that you may lay it all down at the feet of Jesus, 
and follow him, who is going up and down, doing 
good to all that helieve in his name. So, possess 
your souls in the sensible feeling of his daily divine 
visits, shinings, and breathings upon your spirits; 
and wait diligently, and watch circumspecUy, lest 
the enemy surprise you, or your Lord come at 
unawares upon you, and you he unprepared to re- 
ceive his sweet and precious visitations; that so, 
those holy heginnings, which thou art a witness of 
with thy companions, may not he lost, or as if they 
had never heen ; hut that you may, from day to 
day, feel the growth of his light, life, power, and 
kingdom in your souls, that you may he ahle to 
say, ' The kingdom of God is come, yea, it is given 
to the saints.' 

'* And what I say unto one, I say unto all that 
received our testimony in that city, to whom thou 
mayst give, if thou pleasest, the rememhrance of 
my dear love ; who travail in the Spirit for their 
redemption, that they may he hroughtinto the glo- 
rious liberty of the sons of God. Particularly 
salute me the young woman that met with us at 
thy lodging. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of peace, dwell amongst you, keep your hearts 
stesudfast in his holy light, without wavering, all the 
days of your appointed time, until your great and 
last change shall come ; when he will receive his 
own sheep into his own everlasting kingdom, from 
the power of the foxes and the wolves, and all the 
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devouring beasts and birds of prey ; when he will 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and sighing 
and sorrowing shall be no more ; and when it shall 
be said, there is no more death, no more night, no 
more time. 

" So, dear Joanna Eleonora Malane, know, that 
the Lord hath brought us well to Amsterdam, not 
without good service by the way : for at Cologne 
we had a precious meeting, and were received with 
much gladness of heart. We also went to Duys- 
burg, and from thence towards Mulheim, (being 
the 1st day of the week,) hoping to get an oppor- 
tunity with the Countess of Bruck, and to deliver 
thy letter : but her father, who is a cruel and se- 
vere man, meeting us near his castle, stopt us ; aoid 
after some little time, finding what we were, said, 
there wanted no Quakers there, and sent us with 
some of his soldiers out of his territory. It was 
about sun-set, so that we were forced to return 
towards Duysburg : but the gates of the city being 
shut, and there being no houses without it, we were 
forced to lie in the fields all night, where the Lord 
made us a good and comfortable bed. We told 
the Graef at parting, we were men that feared 
the Almighty God, we desired the good of all men, 
and that we came not thither for any evil design ; 
but he would not hear ; the Lord, if he pleaseth, 
forgive him. Nevertheless, we had a good meeting 
at Duysburg, where we had our heart's desires; 
the blessed power and life of God making its own 
way in the hearts of those that heard our testi- 
mony. I also wrote a large and tender letter to 
the Countess, and received a sweet and loving mes- 
sage from her; and I have great hopes that all 
things will work for the best. 
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" From Duysburg we went to Wesel, where we 
inquired out, who was worthy ; and there we found 
four or five separated from all congregations, wait- 
ing for the consolation of Israel, with whom we had 
two precious meetings : and leaving the peace of 
Jesus with them, went to Emrick, where we visited 
the chief Baptist teacher, who confessed to our tes- 
timony, and received us lovingly. We directed 
him to that gift of God in himself, that pure and 
eternal word in the heart, that he might know the 
pure ministry of tluU, from the ministry of ftutn's 
spirit, which cannot profit or give life to the soul. 

"From thence we went to Cleve, where at a 
lady's house, belonging to the court, we had a pre- 
cious meeting : and we found some that had de- 
serted the public ministry, as not being anointed 
of God to preach, neither knowing by a true expe- 
rience the way and travail of the new birth, but 
are made and maintained by men. We sounded 
the joyful gospel amongst them ; and from thence, 
by the way of Nimeguen and Utrecht, we came 
the last 6th day to Amsterdam, which was the 7th 
of the 7th month. 

" This last 1st day I had a great and blessed 
meeting at Amsterdam, almost of every quality 
and religion ; the Lord's heavenly power, — which 
is quickening people into a living sense of him, 
that they may say, *Tbe Lord liveth, — and he 
liveth in me,' reigned that day over all. 

i' In the evening I took boat for Horn, and from 
thence came last night to this city of Harlingen, 
where we met with some of our brethren, that had 
been up at Hamburg and Fredericstadt ; and this 
day we are to have two meetings here, the one 
among our Friends, the other public for the town. 



96 WILLIAM PENN*8 TRAVELS 

It is upon me to visit J. de Labadie's people, that 
they may know Him in themselves, in whom their 
salvation standeth : for these simple people are to 
be pitied. From thence, I think to visit Leenwarden, 
Groningen, Embden, Bremen, Herwerden, Wesel, 
Emrick, Cleve, Utrecht, and so to return to Ams- 
terdam ; the Lord enabling me by his power. 

*' This ariseth in my heart to thee, — Give not 
thy bread to dogs ; spend not thy portion ; feed not 
the serpent, neither hearken to him: abide with 
Jesus, and he will abide with thee, that thou mayst 
grow in wisdom and in righteousness, through the 
cross that crucifieth thee to the world, and the world 
to thee. So, in the love which overcometh the 
world, that is divine and from above, and leadeth 
all thither that receive it into their heartas, I take 
my leave of thee, with thy companions, and all 
the rest of that city known to us, remaining 
" Thy faithful Friend, 

and the Lord's day-labourer, 

" W. Penn." 

*^ Harlingen, 
nth of the 7th month, 1677.** 



CHAPTER VII. 



William Penn and John Claus take boat for Leen- 
warden — Visit at Wiewart — Lippefihausen — Gron- 
ingen — Delfzyl. 

Next morning, the 12th of the 7th month, about 
the 4th hour, I took boat for Leeuwarden ; John 
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Claus, who had been at Fredericstadt with George 
Fox, went with me. G. F., H. T., and T. R., with 
P. H., returned that day towards Amsterdam. 

At Leeuwarden we came about nine, and began 
the meeting about ten; which we enjoyed with 
peace and refreshment, several being there, as in 
other places, that were never at a meeting before. 

The meeting being) done, and having refreshed 
ourselves with food, we took waggon for Wiewari, 
the mansion-house of the family of the Somer- 
dykes, where J. de Labadie's company resideth ; it 
being strong upon my spirit to give them a visit. 
We got thither about five ; and as we were walking 
over a field to the house, we met a young man of 
that company, who conducted us in. I asked for 
Ivon the pastor, and Anna Maria Schurmans. Ivon 
presently came, with his co-pastor : they received us 
very civilly ; however, they seemed shy of letting me 
speak with Anna Maria Schurmans, objecting her 
weakness, i^e, taking physic, &c. : but, putting them 
in mind, how unhandsomely I was used at Herwer- 
den, six years ago, by J. de Labadie, their father, who, 
though I came a great journey to visit him and his 
people, suffered me not to speak with them ; they 
presently complied, and went in to let her know, 
that such a person desired to speak with her, and 
quickly returned, desiring me to come in. But, 
foreseeing my time would be too short for my mes- 
sage, the sun being near setting, and having two 
English miles of unknown way to our lodging, on 
foot, I desired them, that they would give me an 
opportunity the next morning, which they readily 
complied with. So I took my leave of them, who 
in a friendly manner brought us a little on our 
way. That night a great weight was upon my 

IT 
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spirit, and especially the next morning; yet my 
faith was in the power of God, and I had a plain 
sight, that I should have a good service among 
them, — however, I should clear my conscience, and 
my peace should rest with me. 

The next morning I returned to them, and John 
Claus along with me. So soon as we came, we 
were brought into Anna Maria Schurmans' cham- 
ber; where also was with her one of the three 
Somerdykes. 

This Anna Maria Schurmans aforesaid, is an an- 
cient maid, above sixty years of age ; of great note 
and fame for learning, in languages and philoso- 
phy, and hath obtained a considerable place among 
the most learned men of this age. The Somer- 
dykes are daughters to a nobleman of the Hague ; 
people of great breeding and inheritances. These, 
with several other persons, being affected with the 
zealous declamation of J. de Labadie, against the 
dead and formal churches of the world, and awa- 
kened to seek after a more spiritual fellowship and 
society, separated themselves from the common 
Calvinist churches, and followed him in the way 
of a refined independency. 

They are a serious, plain people, and are come 
nearer to Friends, as to silence in meetings, women 
speaking, preaching by the Spirit, plainness in 
garb, and furniture in their houses. With these 
two, we had the company of the two pastors, and 
a doctor of physic. After some silence, I proposed 
this question to them, what was it, that induced 
them to separate from the common way, they 
formerly lived in? I desired them that they 
would be pleased to be plain and open with me, 
as to the ground of their separation; for I 
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came not to cayil, but in a Christian spirit to be 
informed. 

Upon this lyon, the chief pastor, g^ve us the 
history of J. de Labadie's education ; how he was 
bred among the Jesuits, and deserted [them, and 
embraced the Protestant religion ; and finally, of 
his great dissatisfaction with the Protestant churches 
of France ; and that if God would not give them 
a purer church, they three would sit down by 
themselves; resolving never more to mix them* 
selves ' among the Babylonish assemblies of the 
world : adding several solemn appeals, concerning 
the simplicity and integrity of their hearts in these 
things. 

Ivon having done, Anna Maria Schurmans began 
in this manner, ''I find myself constrained to add 
a short testimony." She told us of her former life, 
of her pleasure in learning, and her love to the re- 
ligion she was brought up in ; but confessed she 
knew not God or Christ truly all that while. And 
though from a child God had visited her at times, 
yet she never felt such a powerful stroke, as by the 
ministry of J. de Labadie. She saw her learning 
to be vanity, and her religion like a body of death ; 
she resolved to despise the shame, desert her former 
way of living and acquaintance, and to join herself 
with this little family, that was retired out of the 
world; among whom she desired to be found a 
living sacrifice, offered up entirely to the Lord. 
She spoke in a very serious and broken sense, not 
without some trembling. These are but short hints 
of what she said. 

After she had done, one of the Somerdykes began, 
in a very reverent and weighty frame of mind, and 
in a sense that very well suited her contempt of the 

H 2 
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world. She told us how often she had mourned 
from her young years^ because she did not know 
the Lord, as she desired ; often saying within her- 
self, " If God would make known to me his way, 
I would trample upon all the pride and glory of 
the world.'* She earnestly expressed the frequent 
anguish of spirit she had, because of the deadness 
and formality of the Christians she was bred 
among; saying to herself, ''O the pride, O the 
lusts, O the Tain pleasures in which Christians 
live ! Can this be the way to hearen P Is tibis 
the way to glory ? Are these followers of Christ ? 

no ! O God ! where is thy little flock ? Where 
is thy little family, that will live entirely to thee, — 
that will follow thee P Make me one of that num- 
ber." " And," continued she, " when the servant 
of the Lord, J. de Labadie, came into Holland, I, 
among others, had a curiosity to hear him ; and, 
with several, was deeply affected by him. He 
spoke the very thoughts of my heart : methonght 
my heart was pricked when I heard him; and 

1 resolved, by the grace of God, to abandon all 
the glory and pride of this world, to be one of 
those, that should sit down with him in a separa- 
tion from the vain and dead worships of this world. 
I count myself happy that I ever met with him, 
and these pastors, who seek not themselves but the 
Lord. And we are a family that live together in 
love,— of one soul, and one spirit, entirely given 
up to serve the Lord ; and this is the greatest joy 
in the world.** 

After her, du Lignon, the other pastor, gave us 
also an account of his inducement to embrace J. 
de Labadie, but not so lively. 

After him the doctor of physic, that had been 
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bred for a priest, but yoluntarily refused tbat caU- 
ing, expressed himself after this manner : '' I can 
also bear my testimony in the presence of God, 
that though I lived in as mnch reputation at the 
university, as any of my colleagues or companions, 
and was well reputed for sobriety and honesty ; yet 
I never felt such a living sense of God, as when I 
heard the servant of the Lord, J. de Labadie :** 
adding, '' The first day I heard him, I was so struck 
and affected, that I can truly say, through the good 
^:race of God, and the conduct of the Holy Spirit, 
it was to me as the day of my salvation ; he did 
so livingly touch my heart with a sense of the true 
Christian worship : upon which, I forsook the uni- 
versity, and resolved to be one of this family ; and 
this I can say in tbe fear of the Lord." 

P. Ivon concluded, " This is what we have to 
say concerning the work of God amongst us.*' 

AH this while, I minded not so much their words, 
as I felt and had unity with a measure of divine 
sense that was upon them. Certainly, the Lord 
hath been amongst them ; yea, I had a living sense 
in my heart, that somewhat of the breath of life 
had breathed upon them ; and though they were 
in great mixtures, yet, that God s love was towards 
them. 

After some silence, I began on this wise : — " I 
come not to judge you, but to visit you ; not to 
quarrel or dispute, but to speak of the things of 
God's kingdom ; and I have no prejudice, but great 
love and regard in my heart towards you : where- 
fore, hear me with Christian patience and tender- 
ness. 

^' I do confess and believe, that God hath touched 
your hearts with his divine finger, and that his 
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work is amongst yon : that it was his Spirit, Uiat 
gave you a sight of the vanity and folly of this 
world, and that hath made you sensible of the 
dead religions that are in it. It is this sense I love 
and honour ; and I am so fc^ from undervaluing or 
opposing this tender sense I feel upon you; that 
this it is I am come to visit, and you for the love 
of it. And as for the reproaches that may attend 
you on the score of your separation, with all the 
reports that therefore go concerning you, they are 
what I respect you for, being well acquainted with 
the nature and practice of this world towards those 
that retire out of it. 

" Now since I have, with patience, and I can 
truly say with great satisfaction, heard your account 
of your experiences, give me the like Christian 
freedom to tell you mine ; to the end, you may 
have some sense of the work of God in me : for 
those who are come to any meiasnre of a divine 
sense, they are as looking-glasses to each other, 
seeing themselves in each other, as face answereth 
face in a glass." 

Here I began to let them know, how and when 
the Lord first appeared unto me, which was about 
the twelfth year of my age, anno 1656. How, at 
times, betwixt that and the fifteenth, the Lord vi* 
sited me ; and the divine impressions he gav6 me 
of himself: of my persecution at Oxford, and how 
the Lord sustained me in the midst of that hellish 
darkness and debauchery : of my being banished 
the college, the bitter ussLge I underwent, when I 
returned to my father; whipping, beating, and 
turning out of doors in 1662 : of the Lord's deal- 
ings with me in France, and in the time of the 
great plague in London. In fine, the deep sense 
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he gave me of the ranity of this worlds of the iir- 
religiousness of the religions of it Then, of my 
mournful and bitter cries to him, that he would 
show me his own way of life and salvation, and 
my resolutions to follow him, whatever reproaches 
or sufferings should attend me; and that, with 
great reverence and brokenness of spirit. How, 
after all this, the glory of the world overtook me, 
and I was even ready to g^ve up myself unto it, 
seeing as yet no such thing as the primitive spirit 
and church on the earth : and being ready to faint 
concerning my hope of the restitution of all things, 
it was at this time that the Lord visited me with a 
certain sound and testimcmy of his eternal word, 
through one of those the world calls a Quaker, 
namely, Thomas Loe. I related to them the bit- 
ter mockings and scomings that fell upon me, the 
displeasure of my parents, the invectiveness and 
cruelty of the priests, the strangeness of all my 
companions : what a dgn and wonder they made 
of me ; but, above all, that great cross of resisting 
and watching i^ainst my own inward vain affec- 
tions and thoughts. 

Here, I had a fine opportunity to speak of the 
mystery of iniquity and ungodliness in the root 
and ground, and to give them an account of the 
power and presence of God which attended us in 
our public testimonies and sufferings : after an in- 
direct manner censuring their weaknesses, by de- 
claring and commending the contrary practices 
among Friends, too large to be here related. And 
notwithstanding all my sufferings and trials by 
magistrates, parents, companions ; and above all, 
from the priests of the false religions in the world, 
the Lord hath preserved me to this day, and hath 



104 WILLIAM P£NN*S TRAYBLS 

given me an hundred-fold in this worlds as well as 
the assurance of life everlasting : informing them 
of the tenderness of my father, to me hefore and 
at his death ; and how, through patience and long- 
suffering, all opposition was conquered. Then I 
beg^ my exhortation unto them, which was on 
this wise. 

That since God had given me and them a di- 
vine sense of him, our eye should be to him, said 
not to man ; that we might come more into a si- 
lence of ourselves, and a growth into that heavenly 
sense. That this was the work of the true minis- 
try, not to keep people to themselves, ever teaching 
them, but to turn them to God, the new covenant 
teacher, and to Christ the great gospel minister. 
Thus John did ; and thought it no dishonour, that 
they left him to go to Christ ^' Behold the Lamb 
of God," said he, " that taketh away the sins of the 
world !" And even John's disciples left him to 
follow Christ* Nay, John testifies of himself, that 
he was to decrease, and Christ was to increase. 
Wherefore, I pressed them to have their eye to 
Christ who taketh away the sin ; who is from hea- 
ven, heavenly; to see that he increase in them. 
Yea, that henceforward they should know no man 
after the flesh; no, not Christ himself. That their 
knowledge of, and regard for and fellowship one 
with another, should stand in the revelation of the 
Son of God in them ; which is God's great prophet, 
by whom God speaketh in these latter days. And 
if their ministers be true ministers, they will count 
it their glory to give way to Christ, and that they 
decrease, and Christ increase ; that the instrument 
giveth way to him that useth it, the servant to the 
Lord. Which, though it seemeth to detract from 
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the ministers, yet it was, and is the glory of a true 
minister, that God and Christ should be all in all, ' 
and that hig will should be fulfilled. For I told 
them the day of the Lord God was come, and all 
people must look to him for salvation : that all peo- 
ple must now come to keep God's great sabbath, to 
rest from mere man, and the spirit of man, and all 
men's thoughts, words, and works ; and that if they 
were true believers, they were, at least, entering 
into their rest. 

I closely recommended it to them, that they 
might not be of those that begin in the Spirit, and 
end in the flesh; for,|that those that should do so, and 
thereby break God's sabbath-day, would be stoned 
to death, by the stone which is cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands; yea, that should fall upon 
them as a millstone, and grind them to powder. 
Therefore, let Christ have his honour ; let him preach 
and speak among you, and in you, and you in him, 
and hy him only, to sigh, groan, pray, preach, sing, 
and not otherwise, lest death come over you : for 
thereby, the apostasy came in, by their going be- 
fore Christ, instead of Christ going be/ore them. 

And wait in the light and spirit of judgment 
that hath visited you, that all may be wrought out 
that is not born of God ; so will you come to be 
bom of the incorruptible seed of the Word of God, 
that liveth and abideth for ever : that you may be 
a holy priesthood, that oiSers up a living sacrifice 
with God's heavenly fire, that God may have his 
honour in you all and through you all by Jesus 
Christ. And turning myself towards the Somer- 
dykes, with a serious and tender spirit, I thus ex- 
pressed myself: " That you should be pilgrims in 
the inheritance of your Father, I have a deep 
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and reverent sense of: O that you might dwell 
with him for ever, and exalt him that hath so vi- 
sited you, with whom are the rewards of eternal 
hlessedness !'' 

So, I left the hlessing and peace of Jesus among 
them, departing in the love and peace of Grod : and 
I must needs say, they were, heyond expectation, 
tender and respectful to us ; all of them coming 
with us to the outer door, hut the ancient Anna 
Maria Schurmans, who is not ahle to walk ; giving 
us their hands, in a friendly manner, expressing 
their great satisfaction in our visit And heing 
come to the porch, and meeting several persons of 
the family, I was moved to turn ahout and exhort 
them, in the presence of the rest. To keep to Christ, 
that had given them a sense of the spirit of this 
world, and had raised desires in them to he deli- 
vered from it ; and to know no man after the flesh, 
hut to have their fellowship in Christ, union and 
communion with God, and one with another : that 
all their worship and performances might stand in 
him, that he might he all in all. Desiring, that 
the Lord might keep them in his fear all the days 
of their appointed time, that so they might serve 
him in their generation, in his own universal Spirit, 
to his glory, who is hlessed for ever ! 

The Lord comforted my soul in this service : 
yea, all that is within me magnified his holy name, 
because of his blessed presence that was with us! 
O let my soul trust in the Lord, and confide in him 
for ever! O let me dwell and abide with him that 
is faithful and true, and blessed for evermore! 

The two. pastors and the doctor came with us a 
field's length, where we took waggon; and the 
chiefest of them took occasion to ask me. If the 
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Truth rose not first amongst a poor^ illiterate, and 
simple sort of people ! I told him. Yes, t^al was 
our comfort, and tiiat we owed it not to the learn* 
ing of this world : ** Then** said he, " let not the 
learning of this world be used to defend that which 
the Spirit of God hath brought forth ; for scholars 
now coming among you, will be apt to mix school- 
learning amongst your simpler* and purer language, 
and thereby obscure the brightness of the testimony.** 
I told him, it was good for us all to have a care of 
our own spirits, words, and works, confessing what 
he said had weight in it ; telling him, it was our 
care to write and speak according to the divine 
sense, and not human invention. So, in a very 
soher and serious manner we parted, heing about 
the 12th hour at noon. 

This night about ten we got to Lippenhausen, 
where there is a little meeting of Friends, being 
about twenty-five English miles. 

The next morning, the 14th, we had a blessed 
meeting among Friends ; many of the world came 
in, were very serious and well affected ; one whereof 
was a magistrate of the place. The Lord pleads 
his own cause, and crowns his own testimony with 
his own power. There is like to be a fine gather- 
ing in that place. After dinner we took waggon 
for the city of Groningen, where we arrived at eight 
at night, being about twenty-five English miles. 

The next morning we had a meeting among 
Friends of that city, whither resorted both collegians 
and Calvinist students, who behaved themselves 
soberly : the Lord's power was over all, and his 
testimony stands. When meeting was ended, they 
went out ; and as I was concluding an exhortation 
to Friends, there came in a flock of students tg 
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have had some conference with us : but having set 
the time of our leaving the city, we reconunended 
them to the universal love of God, promising them 
some books of our principles; with which they ex- 
pressed themselves satisfied, and civilly parted 
from us. After dinner we took boat for Delfzyl, 
and came there about six at night. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Epistle to Friends in England concerning the Sepa- 
ratists — Embden — Visit to Dr, Andrews, Presi- 
dent of the Council of State, respecting the perse- 
cution of Friends — Lier — Bremen — Interviews there 
— Herwerden, the court of the Princess Elizabeth — 
Interview with the Graefor Earl ofDonau — Wil- 
liam Penn and companion go forward to WeseL 

The next morning about seven, being the 16th of 
the 7th month, we took boat for Embden, which is 
about three leagues. On board of that vessel, it came 
upon me to write a letter to Friends in England, 
concerning the Separatists,^ and their spirit of se- 
paration, which hath several times been opened 
unto me, and had remained some days upon my 
spirit. The letter follows. 

* This alludes to Wilkinson, Story, Rogers, and their fol- 
lowers, who had raised a schism in the Society on the subject of 
church discipline. 



IN HOLLAND AND GERMANY. 109 

" To Friends everywhere, concerning the present Se- 
paratists, and their spirit of separation." 

" Friends and Brethren ! 

" By a mighty hand, and by an outstretched 
arm, hath the Lord God everlasting gathered us to 
be a people, and in his own power and life hath he 
preserved us a people unto this day : and, praises 
be to his eternal name ! no weapon that hath yet 
been formed against us, either from without, or 
from within hath prospered. 

" Now, this I say unto you, and that, in his 
counsel who hath visited us ; — whoever goeth out 
of the unity with their brethren, are Jlrst gone out 
of unity with the power and life of Chd in them- 
selves, in which the unity of the brethren standeth; 
and the lea>st member of the body in the unity, 
standeth on the top of them, and hath a judgment 
against them. Unto which judgment, of both 
great and small amongst the living family that in 
unity are preserved, they must bow before they can 
come into the unity again. Yea, this they will 
readily do, if they are come into unity with the 
life and power of God in themselves; which is the 
holy root, that beareth the tree, the fruit, and the 
leaves ; all receiving life and virtue from it, and 
thereby are nourished unto God's praise. 

'* And let all have a care how they weaken that, 
or bring that under the exaltation and high imagi- 
nation of those, against whom it is revealed. For 
I feel this unruly spirit is tormented under the 
stroke and judgment of the power, and in its sub- 
tlety is seeking occasion against the instruments, 
by whom the power gave it forth. Let all have a 
care how they timch with this spirit in those work- 
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ings ; for by being one with this spirit in judging 
those that have been faithful, according to the gift 
of wisdom they have received from God, they will 
feed it and fortify it, and in the end come to be 
one with it against the power itself; and at last run 
out and become open enemies and despisers, for 
whom is reserved the blackness and darkness for 
ever, unless they repent. 

*' Wherefore, all that labour for the restoration 
of those that are out of unity with the brethren, let 
them be such as are of a sound mind themselves : 
else what will they gather to ? or, what will they 
gather from P And let them labour in the simpli- 
city, integrity, love, and zeal of the power that first 
gathered us to God. For that which is rightly 
gotten will endure, but that which is obtained by 
^e contrivance interest, and persuasions of men, 
getteth no further than man, and is of the flesh ; 
and what is of the flesh is fleshly, and shall never 
inherit the kingdom of God. 

*' Therefore, let none look out of the Seed for 
help; for all power is in it, and there the true 
light and judgment stand for ever ; and that seed 
only hath God ordained to bruise the serpent's 
head. They that would save it, and those that 
would bruise it by any other thing, are breakers of 
God's great ordinance, and fly to Egypt for 
strength. For it is David, the stripling, that shall 
be too hard for Goliah the giant ; and that, not by 
Saul's armour, but with God's living little stone cut 
out of the mountain without hands ; without man's 
invention and contrivance. this hath wrought all 
our mighty works in us, and for us to this day ! 
Wherefore, let us be still, and trust and confide 
therein for ever. Let none look back, faint, or 
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consult; for if they do, they will darken their pure 
eye, and lose their way, and into the eternal rest of 
the flocks of the companions will nerer come. 

'' Brethren, the judgment given forth against 
this spirit, and against all those that have resisted our 
love and forbearance that are joined to it, must stand, 
and all that are out of our unity with the judgment 
are judged by it. Therefore, as all would stand 
before the Lord and his people, let not this spirit 
be reeuoned withal; enter not into proposals and 
articles with it, but feed it with judgment; that is 
God's decree : so may the souls that are deceived, 
come by the right door into the heavenly unity. 

" My brethren, look forwards, and lift up your 
eyes ; for the fields are even white unto harvest, up 
and down the nations. Remember the great name 
of the Lord, and behold the great work that he is 
doing before all people; whose saving health is 
visiting the world, and whose eternal word and 
testament must from among us go forth to gather 
the nations. Let that that will be unjust, be unj ust 
still ; let the dead bury the dead : let us all who 
have received the gift from God, wait in deep hu- 
mility, to be raised up and impowered by him, 
more and more, to eye and prosecute his universal 
service in the world; to whose appearance the 
kings and kingdoms of the Gentiles shall bring 
their glory : which noble worfc^had those that are 
gone into the separation but laid deeply to heart, 
they would never have sat at home, murmuring, 
fretting, and quarrelling against the comely and 
godly order and practice of their brethren: but 
love, peace, and joy had filled their hearts, and not 
the troubler and accuser of the brethren ; who hath 
opened an evil eye in them, and begotteji them 
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into a discontented self-separating mind, — ^and this 
image they bear, and the pure eye sees it. 

" O let none tempt the Lord ! Let none pro- 
voke the eyes of his jealousy : let us all dwell in 
that divine sense that he hath begotten in us; 
where our love, as a fresh and pure stream, will 
always flow to God and to one another. Here, all 
his ways are pleasantness, and all his paths are 
peace; for where he keepeth the house, who is 
Prince of Peace, he will keep all in his heavenly 
peace. We are but as one family, and therefore 
we have but one Lord and Master. We are but as 
one flock, and we have but one heavenly Shepherd 
to hear, who goeth before us, and giveth us eternal 
life to follow him. If any are offended in him or 
in his, it is their own fault ; if they faint and grow 
weary, we are truly sorry; if, through unwatchful- 
ness, the enemy hath entered, begotten coldness to 
the brethren, and carelessness of embracing the op- 
portunities by which the unity is renewed and in- 
creased; — so that what is done by the brethren 
without them, is looked upon, first with a slight 
eye, and then with an evil eye ; which begets dis- 
tance, and this distance, in time, a separation, and 
separation continued, bringeth forth enmity, and 
this enmity, death itself; — we are in our spirits 
truly grieved for them. However, the judgment of 
God must stand against them and that spirit that 
leadeth them, in which they gather not to God but 
to themselves : — and woe to them, that strengthen 
their hands and despise counsel, they will have 
much to answer for before the Lord. I feel a 
slighting, scornful, laughing spirit, often flying at 
me with its venomous sting ; — ^but the seed of life 
is over it, and the Lord God will destroy it. 
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^Wherefore^ Friends^ in all places where this 
spirit hath had entrance^ keep sound judgment upon 
it, if yoa will keep your garments clean : and enter 
not into disputes and contests with it ; it is that it 
seeketh and loyeth ; but go on in your testimony and 
business for the Lord^ in the Lord's peaceable power 
and Spirit; and his blessings and presence of life 
shall be with you; and in multiplying he shall 
multiply you ; for no good thing will he withhold 
from you. We can say it of a truth, ' God is good 
to Israel, and to all that are of an upright heart* 
And let us be of good cheer, for it is God's deter- 
mination, that the house of David shall grow 
stronger and stronger, and his branch shall in- 
crease and spread, and of his government, kingdom, 
and dominion there shall be no end. 

" Your faithful Friend and brother in the ser- 
vice of our dear Lord, 

« W. Penn." 

** P. S. God's blessed work increaseth and pros- 
pereth in these lands, — magnified be his everlasting 
name." 

<<From on board thepassage-boat, 

between Delfzyl and Embden, the 

16th of the 7th month, le??*" 

We arrived at Embden about the 11th hour. 
This is the city, where Friends have been so bit- 
terly and barbarously used, the like hath scarcely 
been known in any place where Truth hath broken 
forth in our day ; they having here been banished 
some thirty, and some forty times and above. The 
first family that received Truth in this city, was 
doctor John William Hasbert, a physician, and his 
wife ; at whose house also the first meeting was set 

1 
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up among Friends, to wait upon the Lord by way 
of public testimony : they are now both dead, but 
the memory of their fidelity is as precious oint- 
ment among the righteous. 

They were with me at a meeting six years ago, 
in this city ; and I remember, the power of the 
Lord had that operation upon them, that I said to 
B. F. and T. R., then with me, it will not be long 
before they will publicly own and bear testimony 
in this place : and about three months after, he 
came forth, and she about a year after him. And 
from their fidelity and integrity, notwithstanding 
all the sore and bitter tempests of persecution, a 
fine meeting sprang; but at this day they are 
scattered, being still sent away as fast as they 
return.* 

We visited his mother's family; where we found 
three of his sisters in the love of Truth, his fourth 
sister being also a Friend, and is wife of John 

" After William Penn's first visit to Embden in 167l» he 
addressed Dr. Hasbert an encouraffing letter, earnestly re- 
commending him to persevere in the path of duty cast up 
before him. This letter is inserted in the Appendix ; and the 
spiritually-minded reader will at once perceive that its value in 
relation to present times and present experience is a? fresh and 
forcible, as ever it was under the circumstances which called it 
forth. Stephen Crisp, who many times visited these parts of 
the continent of Europe in the character of a minister of the 
gospel, gives the following interesting account of Dr. Hasbert 
and the Friends in Embden. — ^' I had a meeting in his house 
upon the 1st day of the week, in the 1st month, 1673; where 
many people of divers persuasions heard the Truth declared, in 
great plainness and simplicity ; and after some time, those that 
were convinced were drawn in love to God to assemble together, 
to worship God in spirit and in truth, and in the silence of that 
fleshly wisdom that can speak when it listeth, and say what it 
listeth. At the first, they sat down, about ten persons, in 
Hasbert*s house, to wait upon the Lord; and when this was 
noised about the city, the wicked one stirred up the priests and 
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Claus, living at Amsterdam. We had a little 
sweet comfortable meeting with them. After it^ I 
returned to my lodging, and as I was writing to 
Doctor Andrews, president of the council of state, 
who is reported to have been the author of this 
cruelty to our friends, a burden came upon me, — 
my writing would not serve turn, I must go myself; 
and, in the fear and name of the Lord, to plead 
the innocent and suffering cause of our Friends 
with him. So away we went to his house. He 
was at first astonished to see what manner of men 
we were ; but after a little time, he comported him- 
self with more kindness than we expected at his 
hand. I asked him, if he and the senate had not 
received a letter in Latin from an Englishman 
about two years since, concerning their severity 

rulers against them ; and t?iey stirred up the rude and ignorant 
people to assault them, mock, reproach, and revile them ; and 
the rulers fell quickly to fining, imprisoning, threatening, and 
iMuiishing those weak and tender plants, in aknost an unheard of 
manner. They banished some sixteen or twenty times, spoiling 
all they had, save their dothes, and at last fell upon them 
also ; taking away their coats, boots, gloves, aprons, &c. &c., 
and driving them through the streets almost naked, aboard the 
ships that were to carry them away ; all which and much more, 
by the mighty power of the Lord, did these innocent, harmless 
lambs bear with great patience and quietness, and were not 
dismayed at all at these cruelties : for the Lord had regard to 
his name, and to their innocent cry, and supported them, and 
doth support them; and they have found it trie, that those 
who wait upon the Lord renew their strength. Blessed be the 
Lord for ever V^-^CrUp's Memoirs, p. ^9» Persecution, how- 
ever, did not cease as regards the Friends in this place for nine 
■ years after this visit was paid them by William Penn. It is a 
singular circumstance, that when the magistrates began to see 
their true interest, and the error of their cruel policy, they ac- 
tually came to ihe resolution of inviting the people called 
Quakers, both in Holland and in England, to come and settle 
among them, promising them protection, and that they should 
be well received. See Betseys Sufferinga of Friends. 

I 2 
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towards the people called Quakers ?* He told me 
he had : I replied, I was the man ; and I was con- 
strained in conscience to visit him on their hehalf ; 
and I could not see how he, heing a common- 
wealth's-man and a Protestant, could persecute. 

I pleaded the unnaturalness, the unchristiamty, 
and imprudence of such proceedings, and pressed 
our reasons earnestly, hut tenderly upon him. He 
assaulted us with several objections ; but» blessed 
be the Lord, they were mostly fictitious, md therer 
fore easily removed and answered. He also pro- 
mised me, that if I would write to the senate a 
remonstrance of the case of our Friends, and ex- 
press my request to them, and endlose it to him, 
he would both present it and get it to be read ; 
and make it appear, that he was not so much our 
enemy as we looked upon him to be. I promised 
to send him some books, containing a defence of 
our principles, which were accordingly put into 
the hands of Elizabeth Hasbert, to deliver to him 
in my name. 

Having taken our leave of the old woman and 
her daughters, and a man Friend residing in that 
city, and left the blessings and peace of our God 
amoiigst them, we took ship for Lier, where we 
arrived the next morning. Thence we took waggon 
for Bremen, where we came safe, through the 
Lord's goodness, on the 18th; and met our Friends 
and companions, George Keith and Benjamin 
Furly, who were come thither some hours before 
us from Amsterdam. In this city, there is a work 
of the Lord begun, though yet obscurely : we had 
a travail upon our spirits, that the blessed and 

* This Letter will be found in the Appendix. 
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precioas Truth of our dear Lord and Master, migbt 
find a place to rest its foot upon. 

To that purpose, we wrote to two ministers, 
under some suffering from their brethren, because 
of their great zeal against the formality and dead- 
ness of the so caHed reformed churches. This we 
sent by a meirchant, whom we formerly met at 
Herwerden. With some difficulty we got to them, 
but the peiison chiefly struck at, was shy to speak 
with us : his reason was this ; — ^it was known that 
we were in town, and it was one of the accusa- 
tions against him, that he was a fosterer of all the 
strange religions that came through the town. Also 
he was then actually under process, and that the 
people who had heard of the innocency of his 
cause, conceived a prejudice against our name, 
though it might be without cause. Therefore he 
could not at present confer with us ; and said he 
was sorry for it with all his heart, but what we 
should say to his brother should be the same as if 
it had been said to him ; to whom he referred us. 

However^ I took hold of his arm and said, ''I have 
this message to deliver to thee, that I may disbur- 
den myself before the Lord," which was this : 
" Mind that which hath touched thy heart ; let that 
guide thee, and do not thou order th^t : consult 
not with flesh and blood, how to maintain that 
cause, which flesh and blood in thy enemies per- 
secuteth thee for." He ajiswered, '' Rather than I 
will betray that cause, or desert Christ, — ^by God's 
strength, — they shall pull my flesh off my bones** 
So he left us in his house, and truly we had a good 
time with his companion, the other minister, about 
three hours, testifying unto him, that the day was 
come and comings in which the Lord would gather 



118 WILLIAM PENN'S TRAVELS 

out of all sects that stand in the oldness of the 
letter, into his own Holy Spirit, life, and power ; 
and that in this the unity of faith and bond of 
peace should stand. And therefore, that he and 
all of them should have an eye to the principle of 
God in themselves; that being turned to it, they 
might speak from it; and that therein, they would 
glorify God, and be edified. So we parted, leaving 
the man in a sensible and savoury frame. We 
visited the merchant twice, and had a very good 
time with him ; the man is of a loving and sen- 
sible spirit, and the love of God opened our hearts 
to him. 

We also visited Doctor Johannes Sophronias 
Coz&ck, an odd compositum of a man. He has had 
great and strange openings; he hath written several 
scores of tracts : he is a great enemy to priests, 
and in society with none: of a merry, yet of 
a rough disposition, without any method or de- 
cency in his clothes, food, furniture, and entertain- 
ment. He wants but three years of fourscore, yet 
of a wonderful vigour and acuteness. We were 
twice with him, and we have reason to think he 
was as loving to us as to anybody. And truly, 
he did show, at parting, some serious and hearty 
kindness : but we could fasten little upon him as 
to God*s power, or any inward sense of us or our 
testimony : yet we had little to object against what 
he said too ; nay, some things were very ejrtraor- 
dinary. 

From him we went to Doctor Belingham, an 
English physician, a man of a lowly and tender 
spirit, who received us in much love, lamenting 
when we left him, that he had no more time with 
us. 
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At the inn we had frequent opportunity to de- 
clare the way of Truth, and we must needs say, 
we were heard with patience and sobriety ; parti- 
cularly by a doctor of law, who lodged at the 
house, and an ancient man of Sliel in Holstein. 
We left books amongst them all ; and in the love 
and fear of Grod we took our leave of them on the 
5th day after dinner, and begun our journey to- 
wards Herwerden, the court of the Princess ; where 
we arrived on 7th day, the 22nd, in the morning, 
every way well, through the mercies of the Lord. 
We sent to inform her of our arrival, and to know 
what hour it would be convenient for us to visit 
her; who returned us this answer, — that being 
then employed in the business of her government, 
it would be the 2nd hour in the afternoon before 
she could be at leisure. 

The time being come, we went to visit her, and 
found both her and the Countess ready to receive 
us ; which they did with much love and tender- 
ness. I observed them to be much lower in their 
spirits than ever, and that our former blessed op- 
portunities had had a blessed effect upon them. 
That afternoon was employed in the narrative of 
our travels, which they heard with great attention 
and refreshment The whole discourse ended with 
a precious little meeting. The house being clear 
of strangers, they both earnestly pressed us to sup 
with them, which being not well able to decline, 
we submitted to. 

At supper, the power of the Lord came upon 
me, and it was a true supper to us, for the hidden 
manna was manifested and broken amongst us; 
yea, a blessed meeting it proved to us: O, the 
reverent tenderness and lowly frame of spirit that 
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appeared this evening, both in the Princess and 
Countess! The Frenchwoman we found greatly 
improved, both in her love and understanding; 
yea, she was very zealous and very broken, and 
was always with us on these occasions. After 
supper, we returned to the Princess's chamber, 
where we staid till it was about ten at night. At 
parting, I desired the Princess would give us such 
another opportunity next day, being the 1st day 
of the week, as we had the last time we were with 
her : she answered me, " With all my heart : but 
will ye not come in the morning too?" I replied, 
*' Yes, willingly ; what time wilt, thou be ready to 
receive us ?" she answered, " At seven/* 

About seven the next morning we came ; about 
eight the meeting began, and held till eleven: 
several persons of the city, as well as those of her 
own family, being present. The Lord's power very 
much affected them, and the Countess was twice 
much broken while we spoke. After the people 
were gone out of the chamber, it lay upon me from 
the Lord, to speak to them two, the Princess and 
the Countess, with respect to their particular con- 
ditions, occasioned by these words from the Prin- 
cess,— "/ a«i fully convinced: — hut 0, my sins are 
great!" 

Whilst I was speaking, the glorious power of 
the Lord wonderfully rose, yea, after an awftil 
manner, and had a deep entrance upon their spirits ; 
especially the Countess's, that she was broken to 
pieces: God hath raised, and, I hope, fixed his 
own testimony in them. 

We returned to our inn, and after dinner we 
came bacl^ to the second meeting on that; day, 
which began about the 2nd hour in the afternoon : 
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and truly, the reverenty blessed, sure word of life 
was divided aright, and a precious sense of Truth 
was raised in the meeting. There came more of 
the city than in the morning, and we were much 
comforted in the Lord's power that was with us. 
For the Truth had passage, and the hungry were 
satisfied, and the simple-hearted deeply affected. 

This day at both meetings was one of the Prin- 
cess's women, that never was at meeting before ; 
and she, though very shy of us the last time, be- 
came tender and loving to us; — she was truly 
reached. O, magnified be the name of the Lord, 
whose presence was with us, and whose arm stood 
by us 1 After meeting, the Princess pressed us to 
stay and sup with her, pleading the quietness of 
the family, and that they were alone. At supper, 
as the night before, it was upo^ me to commemo- 
rate the goodness of the Lord, his daily providen- 
ces, and how precious he is^ in the covenant of 
light, to the dear children and followers of the 
light. Great was the reverence aini tenderness, 
that was upon the spirits of both Princess and 
Countess at that instant. After supper, we re- 
turned U> ttie Princess's chamber, where we spent 
the rest of our time, in holy silence, or discourse, 
till about the 10th hour, and then we repaired to 
pur quarters. 

Next morning about eight, we returned to the 
court, where the Princess and Countess were ready 
to receive us. The morning was employed in a 
very serious relation, concerning th^ affairs, prac- 
tice, and sufferings of our Friends in England, 
with which they seemed greatly affected: when, 
about the Uth hour, a rattling of a coach inter- 
rupted us. The Countess immediately stept out 
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to fiee what was the matter; and retamed with a 
countenance somewhat uneasy^ telling ns^ that the 
young Princes, nephews to the Princess, and the 
Graef of Donan, were come to visit her. Upon which, 
I told them, we should withdraw, and return to our 
lodging ; hut entreated, that, forasmuch as we were 
to depart that night with the post-waggon, we might 
not bedisappointed of a farewell meeting with th6m ; 
and the rather, for that I had a great burden upon 
my spirit: which they readily complied with, tell- 
ing me, these persons would only dine and be 
gone. As we went to the door, the Countess 
stepped before us, and opened it for us; and as I 
passed by, she looked upon me with a weighty 
countenance, and fetched a deep sigh, crying out, 
'' O the cumber and entanglements of this vain 
world! they hinder all good." Upon which, I 
replied, looking her steadfastly in the face, ''O 
come thou out of them, then !*' 

After we had dined at our lodging, something 
being upon me to write to the professors of reli- 
gion of that country, I went up to my chamber, 
that I might be the more retired. Just as I was 
about the conclusion of the paper, cometh the 
steward of the house to the Princess, with this 
message, that the Princess entreated us to come 
to her; for the Graef of Donau had a great desire 
to see us, and to speak with us. This brought a 
fresh weight and exercise upon us ; but commit- 
ting all to the Lord, and casting our care upon 
him, we went. 

Being arrived, the Graef approached us in 
French : at first he took no great notice of our 
inceremonious behaviour, but proceeded to inquire 
of us our success in our journey, and what we 
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found answering our journey and inclinations. 
Then we fell to points of religion, and the nature 
and end of true Christianity, and what was the 
way that leadeth to the eternal rest. After some 
short dehate ahout complete sanctification in this 
life, we hoth agreed that self-denial, mortification, 
and victory was the duty, and therefore ought to 
be the endeavour of every sincere Christian. 

From this, I fell to give him some account of 
my retreat from the world, and the inducements I 
had thereto, and the necessity of an inward work ; 
wit^ which he seemed much pleased. After this, 
he fell to the hat, &c. This ckoketh, and the 
rather, because it telleth taUs. It telleth what 
people are ; it marketh men for separatists ; it is 
blowing a trumpet, anttinsibly crossing the world; 
and this, the fear of man, (greatly prevalent with 
too many serious people in that land,) cannot abide, 
slarteth at, and rmvneth away from. Howbeit, the 
Lord enabled me to open the thing to him t as, 
that it was no plant of God's planting, but a weed 
of degenera^ and aposttisy ; a carnal and earthly 
honour, the effect, feeder, and pleaser of pride and 
of a vain mind ; and that no advantage redounded 
to mankind hy it; — and how could they, that 
ought to do all to the glory of God, use that vain 
and unprofitable custom, which cannot be done to 
the glory of God ? I entreated him seriously to 
consider with himself the rise and end of it ; 
whence it cams, what it pleased, and what that was 
that was angry it had it not. 

I also told him of the sincere and serviceable 
respect, which Truth substituteth in place thereof : 
and I exhorted him to simplicity and poverty of 
spirit ; to be like that Jesus he professed to be his 
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Saviour, whose outside as well as doctrine pleased 
not the Jews ;— -and so we parted. He took his 
leave of the Princess, and then of us, with great 
civility. 

After he was gone, the Princess desired us to 
withdraw to her bed-chamher, and there we began 
our farewell meeting. The thing lay weighty 
upon me, and that in the deep dread [of the Lord ; 
and eternally magnified be the name of the Lord, 
that overshsuiowed us with his glory. This hea- 
venly, breaking, dissolving power richly flowed 
amongst us, and his ministering angel of life was 
in the midst of us. Let my soul never forget the 
divine sense that overwhelmed all. At that blessed 
farewell I took of them, much opened in me of 
the hour of Christ's temptation, his watchfulness, 
perseverance, and victory : also about the ten vir- 
gins, what the true virgin was, the true oil, and 
lamp ; and what the bridegroom, his door, cham- 
ber,, and supper: and in the conclusion of that 
torrent of heavenly melting love, with which we 
were all deeply affected, I feU on my knees, re- 
commending them unto the Lord, crying, with 
strong cries, to him, for their preservation, and 
besought the Lord's presence with us,— «nd so 
ended. 

After some pause, I went to the Princess, and 
took her by the hand, which she received and em- 
braced with great signs of a weighty kindness, 
being much broken : I spoke a few words apart to 
her, and left the blessiAg and peace of Jesus with 
and upon her. Then I went to the Countess, and 
left a particular exhortation with her, who fenrently 
besought me to remember her, and to implore the 
Lord on her behalf. From her, I went to the 
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Frenchwoman, and bid her be faithful and constant 
to that which she knew: she was exceedingly 
brc^en, and took an affectionate and reverent leave 
of ds. 

Then I spoke to the rest, and took leave severally 
of them; my companions did all the like. They 
followed us to the outer room ; and there, it was 
upon me to step to the Countess, and once more 
to speak to her, and take my leave of her ; which 
she received and returned with g^eat sense, hu- 
mility, and love. So, turning to them all, my 
heart and eye to the Lord, I prayed that the fear, 
presence, love, and life of God, with all heavenly 
blessings, might descend and rest with and upon 
them, then, and for ever I 

Home we went to our lodging, cleared the house, 
exhorted the family, left books, and then took wag- 
gon for Wesel, about two hundred English miles 
from Herwerden. We rode three nights and days, 
without lying down on a bed, or sleeping, other- 
wise than in the waggon, which was only covered 
with an old ragged sheet The company we had 
with us, made twelve in number, which much 
straitened us: they were often, if not always, 
vain; yea, in their religious songs, which is the 
fashion of that country, especially by night : they 
call them Luther's songs, and sometimes psalms. 
We were forced often to reprove and testify against 
their hypocrisy, — ^to be full of all vain and often 
profane talk one hour, and sing psalms to God 
the next : we showed them the deceit and abomina- 
tion of it We passed through several great towns 
by the way, Lipstadt, Ham, &c. Many discourses 
we had of Truth, and the religion and worship that 
was truly Christian, and all was very well ; they 
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bore what we said. But one thing was remark- 
able, that may not be omitted : I had not been six 
hoars in the waggon, before an heavy weight and 
unusual oppression fell upon me; yea, it weighed me 
almost to ^e grave, that I could almost say, my 
soul was sad even unto death. I knew not at present 
the ground of this exercise : it remained about 
twenty-four hours upon me. Then it opened in 
me, that it was a travail for the seed of God, that 
it might arise over all in them I had left behind, 
and that nothing might be lost but the son of per- 
dition. O the strong cries, and deep agonies, 
many tears and sincere bowings and humblings 
of soul before the Lord, that his holy sense, which 
was raised in them, might be preserved alive in 
them, and they for ever in it ! that they might grow 
and spread, as heavenly plants of righteousness, 
to the glory of the name of the Lord. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Narrative continued in a letter to the Countess of 
Homes — Dusseldorf- — Cologne — Duyshurg — Bless- 
ed Meeting at Wesel — Cleve — Nimeguen — Utrecht 
— Amsterdam — Public conference with Galenus 
Abrahams, 

The narrative from the 27th of the 7th month, to 
the 9th of the 8th month inclusive, is inserted in 
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tlie following letter to the Countess of Homes, be- 
ginning at page 134, and ending at page 141. 



a 



For Anna Maria de Homes, styled Countess of 
Homes, at Herwerden in Germany, 



it 



My dear Friend ! 
O that thou mayst for ever dwell in the sweet 
and tender sense of that divine love and life, which 
hath visited thy soul, affected and overcome thy 
heart ! O tell me, hath it not sometimes raised thy 
spirit above the world, and filled thee with fervent 
and passionate desires, yea, holy resolutions to 
follow Jesus, thy blessed Saviour, who hath given 
his most precious blood for thee, that thou shouldst 
not live to thyself, but to him that hath so dearly 
purchased thee. 

" O the retired, humble, reverent frame that I 
have beheld thee in, when this blessed life hath 
drawn thee into itself, and adorned and seasoned 
thee with its own heavenly virtue ; beautifying thy 
very countenance, beyond all the vain and foolish 
ornaments of the wanton daughters of Sodom and 
Egypt; — for therein are charms not known to the 
children of this world. 

" O that this holy and chaste life may be always 
precious with thee! and that thou mayst be for 
ever chastely kept in the love and fellowship of it ! 
That out of this world's nature, spirit, and practice, 
thou mayst be redeemed by Him, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life ; who, as thou watchest with 
holy vigilance, will not only daily manifest the 
devices of the enemy to thee, but save thee from 
For, Christ's work in thee is thy sanctifica- 
m him his Father's will ; as he said of 
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old to bis digciples, * This is the will of God even 
your sanctlfication.' 

" My dear beloved Friend, be steadfast, itnmav' 
able, without wavering ; and work out thy great sal- 
vation with fear and trembling; and lose not that 
sweet and precious sense, which the Lord hath be- 
gotten in thee : it is soon lost, at least weakened, 
but hard to recover. Wherefore, let not the Spirit 
of the world in any of its appearances, vain com- 
pany, unnecessary discourse, or words, or worldly 
affairs, prevail upon the civility of thy nature ; for 
they will oppress the innocent life, and bring 
grievous weights and burdens upon thy soul, and 
prolong the coming of the Lord, whom thou lookest 
for, and put the day of thy redemption afar off. 
O beware of this compliance ! Let me put thee in 
mind of that sensible resolution, so frequently and 
so passionately repeated by thee; — ' II faut que je 
rompe. II faut que je rompe.' Ah! thisspeaketh 
a weight, this we^ht a sense, and this sense a 
strong conviction. Now, be assured, that till obedi- 
ence be yielded to that present manifestation and 
conviction, the good things desired and thirsted 
after can never be enjoyed. 

" Wherefore, my dear Friend, be faithful, and 
watch against the workings of the spirit of this 
world in thyself; that the nature and image of it 
in all things may be crucified, that thou mayst 
know an entire translation, with holy £noch, and 
walk vnth God. Jesus, the holy Light, is this cross 
and power of God, that killeth and maketh alive ; 
and he is the heavenly vine too, if thou abidest in 
him, thou wilt bring forth fruit : but if thou abidest 
not in him, thou wilt not bring forth that fruit, in 
which his heavenly Father only can be glorified. 
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O see what the mind daily abideth in ! O my soul 
is even ravished with the sense of that holy and 
quiet habitation ! * In me,' saith he, ' you shall 
have peace, but in the world trouble ; however, be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world : I am 
not of the world/ As if he had said : ' I am not 
of the world's ways, worships, customs, or fashions ; 
for whatever is of the nature and spirit of this 
world, hath no part in me : and, as I am not of this 
world, neither are you of this world ; for I have 
chosen you out of the world ; out of the inventions, 
out of the worships and fashions of the world. You 
are to leave them all, to come out of them all, and 
live and walk as pilgrims in the world ;* — ^that is, 
strangers: to what? To the life and practice of 
the world ; not using, but renouncing the vain cus- 
toms and ceremonies, yea, the whole conversation 
of the world ; remembering that ' the friendship of 
this world is enmity with God. And what ' if the 
world hate you, it hated me first ;* and ' the dis- 
ciple is not greater than his master, nor the servant 
than his Lord:' if you were ' of the world, the 
world would love you,' and not reproach and perse- 
cute you; for the world loveth its own. O my 
dear Friend, thou maystbe perfectly sensible what 
it is, not to be of this world. 

" But there is yet a further mystery in these 
words, not discerned even of many, in whom some 
tenderness and inquiry is begotten, much less of 
the worldly Christians. This world hath a false 
earth and a false heaven, a false foundation, and a 
false joy: not only gross wickedness, but iniquity 
in a mystery, inwardly and outwardly. The 
whore, false prophet, and dragon, and all their off- 
spring are here concerned. This is their world. 
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that must be burnt with fire, that Christ is not of, 
nor his true disciples. O the light of Jesus dis- 
covereth it! And he is that spiritual Solomon 
that giveth true judgment, and that saveth the 
living child, the true birth; giving it to the right 
mother, and not to the false pretender. And all 
that hear his voice and follow him, shall receive 
true light, discerning, and judgment, to whom all 
judgment is given : they shalt know his voice /ram 

fMLfCs, 

" There are two trees, of differing natures, that 
have contrary fruits and leaves. The one is the 
tree of life, which is Christ ; the other the tree of 
death, and that is Satan. The fruit of the one 
giveth life ; the fruit of the other bringeth death ; 
the leaves of the first heal; the leaves of the last 
poison. Many that discern the tree, cannot clearly 
distinguish the branches : and those that see many 
arms and branches, cannot distinctly behold the 
fruit, much less the leaves. This cometh hy the 
gradual discoveries and revelations of the light of 
Jesus, the Word of God, as it is daily received, and 
daily obeyed. Yea, and that Word is the axe and 
sword of the Almighty, to cut it down : — daily 
feel the strokes of this eternal searching Light and 
Word at the very root of this corrupt tree, this 
evil one, and his corrupt nature, works, and eflfects. 
For which end, Jesus Christ is come, and therefore 
is called a Saviour, which is little known in truth 
to the Christians of this world. 

" Ah ! my dear Friend, thou knowest this Word, 
yea, thou hast felt it: O hide it in thy heart I 
treasure it up in thy soul, and love it, and abide 
with it for ever. Alas ! Whither shouldst thou 
go ? This hath the words, and is the Word of eter- 
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nal life: daily, therefore, watch and wait, that 
thou mayst he grafted more into it; that thou 
mayst live and grow hy the virtue and life of it ; 
and that it may grow in thy heart, as it grew 
among the first Christians, the holy followers of 
the persecuted Jesus. And when it searcheth thy 
wound, and cutteth away thy dead flesh : yea, when 
it separateth hetioeen the soul, and the spirit of this 
world, and divideth between joints and marrow ; when 
it ctctteth off tlie right hand, and plucketh out the 
right eye ; watch unto prayer, and pray that thou 
mayst endure I keep the holy patience of this pure 
and living Word; and this very Word will keep thee 
in the hour of thy sharpest trials, and sorest trUnUa- 
tions ! All virtue is in it ! It is a tried Word, a 
sure refuge ; the staff and strength of the righteous 
in all ages. It was David's teacher and huckler ; 
a light to his feet, and a lantern to his paths. 
Walk thou in the light thereof, and thou shalt not 
stumhle : in this Word is life, (as in the root,) and 
this life is the light of men. They that receive 
and love the light of it, will therein receive divine 
life from it to live to God. This is the bread of 
God, that cometh from God, and feedeth, and 
leadeth up to God : hy this only, that which is 
bom of God liveth, and is nourished. This is that 
carcass to which the wise eagles gather ; and see 
thou gatherest to no other, and feedest on no other. 
This is that hidden manna, that cometh from hea- 
ven ; that feedeth God's gospel Israel. The world 
hath a manna, but it perisheth ; but this endureth 
for ever : for it is not of man, nor from man, but 
immortal, and from God ; hid from the knowledge 
of all the vain Christians in the world ; so that the 
Israel of God can say to the children of this world, 

K 2 
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and that in truth and righteousness, * We have a 
bread you know not oV For this manna wait 
daily; that thou mayst be strengthened in thy 
wilderness travel to the land of eternal rest 

"Wherefore, 'labour not for the bread that 
perisheth/ that is, the bread of man's inventing 
and making, which cometh from below, and pro- 
fiteth not, because it giveth not life eternal. But 
labour thou, my dear Friend, for the bread that 
never perisheth, that endureth for ever, and that 
giveth life eternal to all that feed upon it. O cast 
thy care upon this Word, love it, and dwell with 
it ; wait daily upon it, hear its voice only, and fol- 
low it ; for it bringeth the soul to the eternal habi- 
tation of rest and glory. Yea, when all flesh shall 
wither, and the beauty thereof fade away, this 
Word, and they that are grafted into it, shall abide 
for ever. O that this may be thy choice, and it 
shall be thy diadem, und thy eternal crovm of glory ! 

"These are the fervent desires, and these the 
daily prayers of my soul, to the God of my salva- 
tion for thee ; not only that nothing in thee may 
be lost, besides the son of perdition ; but that thou 
mayst ca^t off every weight and burden, and that sin 
that doth so easily beset thee, that grieveth, boweth, 
and oppresseth thee : — under the heavy weight of 
which, thou groanest and sighest, that thy Re- 
deemer would come from Zion to deliver thee, O 
give not heed to the enemy, the false accuser, who 
seeketh to devour that which is begotten of God 
in thee ; neither look upon thine own sins, bur- 
dens, or weaknesses; but lift up thy head, and 
look to Jesus, the author of thy blessed visitation, 
and wholly hunger and thirst after Him, the spi- 
ritual brazen serpent, that healeth and relieveth all 
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who in faith and full assurance look to him. Want 
of looking to him, hearing and obeying him, and 
having true faith in him^ is the cause both of all 
the presumption and despair that are at this day. 
He did no mighty things of old, in those places 
where they believed not. 

" O faint not, look not back, remember the holy 
ancients, the holy pilgrims of faith, the royal ge- 
neration of heaven! Heb. 11. Thou believest in 
God, believe also in him for the work's sake that 
he has already wrought in thee : he will minister 
to thee, as he was ministered unto by his Father s 
angels, in the hour of his abasement and great 
temptation. O watch, and be faithful, and thou 
shalt be a noble witness for the Lord. 

''Once more let me expostulate with thee. 
Wouldst Ihou overcome the enemies of thy soul's 
peace, and enjoy the delightful presence of the 
Lord with thee P Then keep nothing back ; let 
nothing he withheld that he calleth for : remember 
that Saul of old lost hia kingdom, for keeping that 
alive, which he should have slain : thou knowest 
what befell Ananias and Sapphira outwardly. But 
be thou like the poor widow of old, that therefore 
gave more into the treasury than all the rest, be- 
cause they reserved the greatest part to themselves ; 
but she gave all she had. > O. blessed are they that 
make no bargains for themselves; that have no 
reserves for self, neither consult. with flesh and 
blood, nor in any sense conform to the least cere- 
mony, which is bom of them : but that submit 
their wills, in all things, to the Lord's, that they 
may be made perfect through sufferings, as Christ 
was. 

'^Read me in the mystery of life : I speak not 
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of deserting^ or flinging away all outward sub- 
stance; but that thy heart may reign above all 
visibles^ and make God its treasure^ and neTer 
stick in any thing of this lower world, or rest 
short of Christy the eternal rest of all the seed of 
fMth." 

Here beginneth the narrative. 

^' The Lord brought us well to Wesel on the dth 
day after we left Herwerden, having some service 
by the way. At Wesel we had a good time with 
Dr. Schuler, and Rosendale, and the woman we 
mentioned to thee; but the tailor was shy, and 
fearful of coming to us at the Doctor's. 

" The next day, the 28th, we went towards Duys- 
burg, we visited the Schult or chief governor that 
night, whom we found at home ; he received us 
with much kindness. His wife and sister, we fear, 
have been shaken in their good belief of our testi- 
mony, since we were last there ; some fowls of the 
air have devoured the seed that was sown. O that 
sweet and tender frame, in which we left them the 
time before ! However, the entrance we had upon the 
spirit of the Schult, a little consolated us. Hence 
we sent Maria Martha's friend a letter ; desiring 
him to let us have his answer the next night at 
Dusseldorf, enclosed to Neander, when and where 
we might see him, either at Dusseldorf, Mulheim, 
or Duysburg ; and, if it were possible, we would 
gladly visit the Countess of Brack. 

''We got early to Dusseldorf next day, being 
the last day of tiie week : but Neander was gone 
to Mulheim, in order to preach on the morrow ; 
so that we were disappointed of our intelligrence. 

''Next morning, the 30th, we went towards 



IN HOLLAND AND GERMANY. 135 

Cologne, and there arrived that evening. The 
day after, we had a good opportunity with Van 
Dinando and Docemius, at the house of the latter; 
and that afternoon took boat back for Dusseldorf ; 
where arriving next morning, we presently sent 
for Neander : who came to us, and three more in 
company. We had a blessed meeting with them, 
and with one of the three that came with him, our 
souls were exceedingly affected. 

"The meeting done, they went away, but 
Neander returned. And first, of our letter to 
Mulheim. We found by him, as also at our re- 
turn to Duysburg, that Kuper was so far from en- 
deavouring our visit to the Countess, that he would 
not meet us himself, either at Dusseldorf, Mul- 
heim, or Duysburg : nay, it did not please him to 
send us an answer, much less any the least saluta- 
tion. I confess, it grieved us now for Neander : — 
the young man hath a zeal for God, and there is 
a visitation upon him, — my soul desireth, that it 
may not be ineffectual : but I have a great fear 
upon me. For this I know certainly, from the 
Lord God that liveth for ever, and I have a cloud 
of witnesses to my brethren, that retirement and 
silence before God, is the alone way for him to 
feel the heavenly gift to arise, and come forth pure 
and unmixed. This only can aright preach for 
God, pray to God, and beget people to God, and 
nothmg else. But alas I his office in that family is 
quite another thing; namely, to perform set duties, 
at fixed times ; pray, preach, and sing, and that 
in the way of the world's appointments. His very 
ofi&ce is Babylonish, namely, a chaplain ; for it is a 
Popish invention. 

" In the good old times, godly Abraham, that 
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was a Prince, and Joshua a great general, and 
David a king, with many more, instructed their 
families in the knowledge and fear of God : but 
now, people are too idle or too great to pray for 
themselves, and so they worship God hy proxy. 
How can a minister of the gospel be at the beck 
of any mortal living, or give his soul and con* 
science to the time and appointment of another ? 
The thing in itself is utterly wrong, and against 
the very nature and worship of the new and ever- 
lasting covenant You had better meet to read 
the Scriptures, the Book of Martyrs, &c., if you 
cannot sit and wait in silence upon the Lord, till 
his angel move upon your hearts, than to uphold 
such a formal, limited^ and ceremonious worship. 
This is not the way out of Babylon. And I have 
a deep sense upon my soul, that if the young man 
strive, beyond the talent God hath given him, to 
answer his office, and fill up his place, and wait 
not for the pure and living word of God in his heart, 
to open his mouth, but either studiethfor his sermons, 
or speaketh his oum words, he will be utterly ruined, 
"Wherefore, O dear Friend, have a care thou 
art no snare to him, nor he to thee ! Man s works 
smother and stifle the true life of Christ. What 
have you now to do, but to look to Jesus, the 
author of the holy desires that are in you, who him- 
self hath visited you. Tempt not the Lord, provoke 
not God. What should any man preach from, but 
Christ P And what should he preach people to, but 
Christ in them, the hope of glory F Consider, nothing 
feedeth that which is bom of God, but that which 
cometh down from God, even the bread of God, 
which is the Son of God, who giveth his life for 
the world. Feel it, and feed on it; let none mock 
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God, or grieve his Eternal Spirit, that is come to 
seal them up from the mouth of man, that hath 
deceived them, that Jesus, the anointing, may teach 
them and abide with them for ever. 

''Be steadfast and immoveable; and this will 
draw the young man nearer to the Lord, and empty 
him of himself, and purge away mixtures; and 
then you will all come to the divine silence. And 
when all flesh is silent before the Lord, then is it 
the Lord's time to speak, and if you will hear, 
your souls shall live. O ! my soul is in great 
pain, that you may be all chastely preserved in 
that divine sense, begotten in your hearts by the 
eternal Word of God, that abideth for ever ; — ^that 
nothing may ever be able to extinguish it. But, 
more especially that thou, my dear Friend, mayst 
be kept in faithfulness : for the Lord is come verj/ 
near to thee, and thou must begin the work ; the 
Lord God expecteth it at thy hand. If one sheep 
break through, the rest will follow. Wherefore, 
watch, O watch ! that thou mayst be strengthened 
and confirmed ; and strengthen all that is begot- 
ten of God in that family, by thy weighty, savoury, 
and circumspect life. O how is my soul affected 
with thy present condition ! It is the fervent sup- 
plication of my heart, that thou mayst, through 
the daily obedience of the cross of Jesus, conquer, 
and shine as a bright and glorious star in the fir- 
mament of God's eternal kingdom. So let it be^ 
Lord Jesus ! Amen. 

"We tenderly, yet freely spoke our hearts to 
him, before we parted ; which done, in God's love 
we took our leave of him at Dusseldorf, and got 
that night to Duysburg, being the 3rd day of the 
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week. We first visited Dr. Mastrickt, a man of a 
good natural temper, but a rigid Calvinist I per- 
ceived by him, that they held a consultation about 
seeing us at Bruck; but they all concluded, it was 
best to decline meeting with us, because of the 
Graef, he being ready to fling our name, in re- 
proach, upon them, in his displeasure ; and this 
would confirm him in his jealousies of them. 
This might excuse the Countess, but by no means 
Kuper ; and if I had any sense, Mastricht was 
there with them upon design, to frustrate the hopes 
we had conceived of meeting with her. We, from 
that, descended to other things of weight, and in 
love and peace parted. 

'' From his house, we returned to our inn ; and 
after supper we visited the Schult, who with much 
civility and some tenderness received us. His 
sister also came to us, and we had a good' little 
meeting with them, and our God was with us; 
and his pure and tender life appeared for our jus- 
tification, and pleaded our innocent cause in their 
consciences : and so we parted with them, leaving 
our Master's peace amongst them. 

" The liext day, we came to Wesel, being the 
drd of the 8th month ; where we understood bj 
Dr. Schuler, that thy sister desired, we would be 
so kind as to see her when we returned. Upon 
that we went and visited her ; she received us Teij 
kindly. Thy brother-in-law's two sisters were pie- 
sent ; we staid with her at least two hours. Many 
questions she put to me, which I was glad to hare 
an opportunity of answering, for it made way (x 
a meeting. She entreated us to come again if ve 
staid, and told us our visit was very grateful to 
her : adding, that because we passed her by the 
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last time, she concluded with herself, we had no 
hopes of her ; with more to that effect From 
thence we went to Dr. Schuler's, who freely offered 
us his house for a meeting next day: — and indeed, 
the man is hold, after his manner. 

" The next day ahout seven I wrote a hillet in 
French to thy sister, to inform her of the meeting, 
to hegin ahout eight : she came, and her two sis- 
ters with her. There was Rosendale, Colonel 
Copius and his wife, and ahout three or four more ; 
and, to our great joy the Lord Almighty was with 
us, and his holy power reached their hearts, and 
the Doctor and Copius therehy confessed to our 
testimony. 

''The meeting lasted ahout four hours: heing 
ended, we took our leave of them in the spirit of 
Jesus, and so returned to our inn. The tailor was 
all this while afraid of coming to our inn, or to the 
Doctor's to the meeting : great fears have overtaken 
him, and the poor man liveth hut in a dry land. 
After dinner, we visited Copius and Rosendale; 
and at Copius's we had a hlessed hroken meeting, 
he and his wife, Rosendale and his wife, wiUi 
another woman, wife to one Dr. WiUick's hrother, 
heing presei^t ; they were extremely affected and 
overcome hy the power of the Lord, it was like 
one of our Hertverden meetings ; indeed, much ten- 
derness was upon all their spirits. 

" This done, and having left hooks, hoth there, 
and with thy sister, we left Wesel with hearts full 
of joy and peace : and let me say this, that more 
kindness and openness, we have scarcely found 
in all our travels. O that this hlessed sense may 
dwell with them ! A seed there is in that place, 
that God will gather ; yea, a noWe people he will 
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find out : and> I doubt not^ but there will be a 
good meeting of Friends in that city, before many 
years go about : my love is great to that place. O 
how good is our dear Lord to us, who helpeth our 
infirmities, and carrieth through all opposition, 
and feedeth us with his divine presence, in which 
is life ! His candle hath hitherto rested on our 
tabernacle, and he hath made us glad in his own 
salvation : eternal glory be to his excellent name. 

''We immediately took a post-car, and came 
next day, about two in the afternoon, to Cleve ; 
where we had a very precious meeting at an honest 
procurator's house, who received us with much 
love : four or five more were present, all grave and 
tender : our hearts were greatly aflfected with their 
love and simplicity. We also visited tiie Lady 
Hubner, who was kind to us. 

" The following morning, the 6th, we set out for 
Nimegnen, and thence immediately to Utrecht, 
where we arrived that night ; and took the night- 
boat for Amsterdam ; because of a pressure upon 
my spirit to be next day at the meeting ; and the 
n^er, having intimated as much from Cologne. 

"We arrived in the morning at Amsterdam, 
where we found our dear Friends generally well, 
the city much alarmed, and great curiosity in 
some, and desires in others, to come to the meet- 
ing. We had a very great meeting, and many 
people of note resorted : God's gospel bell was 
rung, the great day of the great God sounded, and 
the dead were raised, so that much tenderness ap- 
peared in several. O blessed be the name of the 
Lord, whose work and testimony prospereth ! 

" The next day was spent in divers affairs rela- 
ting to the Truth. The day following, the 9th, we 
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had a meeting with Galenus Abrahams, the great 
father of the Socinian Menists in these parts, ac- 
companied by several preachers, and others of his 
congregation : divers of our Friends were also pre- 
sent. It continued about five hours; he affirmed 
in opposition to us, that there was no Christian 
churchy ministry, or commission apostolical now in 
the world ; but the Lord assisted us with his wis- 
dom and strength, to confound his attempts. 

Here endeth the narrative. 

"I intend a visit at the Hague to the Lady 
Overkirk, sister of the Somerdykes, and some 
others that have sober characters of Truth and 
Friends ; and thence to Rotterdam, where I have 
much to do, both with respect to meetings and the 
press. 

" Thus, my dear Friend, have I given thee a 
tedious narrative, yet I hope not altogether un- 
pleasant. Perhaps the brevity of my letters here- 
after may best apologize for the length of this : 
however, I consider two things ; one is, that thou 
hast time enough, one time or other, to look over 
it ; and next, that I have plentifully answered thy 
requests, and demonstrated I have not forgotten 
thee. 

*^ O dear Friend ! let us live and remember one 
another, now absent, in that divine sense in which 
the Lord God dissolved our spirits when together. 
O the unity of this faith, the purity of this love, 
and the bond of this peace ! The Lord Jesus be 
with thy spirit, and keep thee in this the hour of 
thy temptation, that thou mayst come forth as gold 
seven times tried: so shall thy testimony shine 
for the God that hath called thee, and he will 
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reward thee with honour, glory, and eternal life. 
Amen. 

•' ' Thus saith the Lord, I remember thee, the 
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, 
when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a 
land that was not sown/ Jer. ii. 2. Dear Friend, 
consider this. Yet again : ' The way of the just 
is uprightness; thou, most upright, dost weigh the 
paths of the just Yea, in the way of thy judg- 
ments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; the desire 
of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance 
of thee. With my soul have I desired thee in 
the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I 
seek thee early; for when thy judgments are in 
the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for 
us ; for thou also bast wrought all our works in us. 
O Lord our God, other lords besides thee have had 
dominion over us; but hy thee only will we make 
mention of thy name. Lord, in trouble have they 
visited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy 
chastening was upon them. Like as a woman 
with child, that draweth near the time of her de- 
livery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs, so 
have we been in thy sight, O Lord. We have been 
with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were 
brought forth wind ; we have not wrought any de- 
liverance in the earth, neither have the inhabitants 
of the world fallen. Thy dead men shall live, to- 
gether with my dead body shall they arise. Awake 
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust, for thy dew is 
as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out 
the dead. Come my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide 
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the 
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indignation be overpast For, behold, the Lord 
Cometh out of his place, to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquities; the earth also 
shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover 
her slain/ Isa. xxvi. 7 to 21. 

" So come, dear Lord Jesus, that was dead, and 
is alive, and liveth for ever. Amen. — ^Very dearly 
farewell. 

" Thy Friend, that faithfully travaileth for thy 
redemption, 

" W. Penn." 

'^Amsterdam, 
the 10th of the 8th month, 1677." 



CHAPTER X. 

Second Conference with GaUmis Ahrahams — William 
Penn, accompanied by George Fox and Benjamin 
Furly, go to Leyden — Interviews at the Hague — 
Delft — Rotterdam — Wonderwick — Farewell meet^ 
ing at Rotterdam — Letters of William Penn to the 
Princess Elizabeth and Countess of Homes — iS^^5 
sail at the Briel, and arrives at Harwich — Fare- 
well salutation by letter to Friends in Holland 
and Germany — Colchester — London — William 
Penn arrives at home at Worminghurst. 

On the 10th of 8th month, at Amsterdam, we had 
a blessed public meeting, never to be forgotten : 
O the majesty, glory, and life, with which the 
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Lord attended us! Our hearts were deeply af- 
fected with his presence ; great reverence and bro- 
kenness was over the meetings more than I had seen. 
The meeting done^ we were opposed by a preacher, 
who was closely encountered and pursued by se- 
veral merchants^ &c. (not of us) that cried, he 
was rude and ignorant, and that they had a testi- 
mony for us ; and offered to dispute in our de- 
fence, but the priest ran away : they followed him 
till they housed him ; but what followed I knov 
not 

It was upon me this day to engage Galenus 
Abrahams to a second conference ; that we might 
more fully debate and confute his grand objectioii> 
against the present dispensation of Truth, and the 
heavenly ministry, witnessed among Friends. Ht 
refused not my offer of a second meeting ; bui 
sent me word, his business would not g^ve hiic 
leave to let it be any time this day. Upon which, 
the next morning was fixed for the conference, t. 
begin at eight ; which accordingly it did, and helc 
till one. The account of both the conferences u 
not yetfoundy but with the latter some of his owi 
friends seemed better satisfied, and it ended verr 
comfortably to us, because to a general satisfies 

tion. I 

The meeting thus ended, and having refres 
ourselves, after a solemn leave taken of our d 
Friends at Amsterdam, George Fox and m 
went that night to Leyden, accompanied by 
jamin Furly; coming there late at night, 
forbore to inquire after any worthy in that plac« 
But the next morning we found out two, one 
German of or near Darmstadt ; who not only 
pressed much love to the principle of Truth, 
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unto us the friends thereof; but also informed us 

■of a retired person, of great quality, that liveth 

^ about two hours back again towards Amsterdam, 

, at a village called Wonderwick. Our resolutions 

|, of being that night at Rotterdam, and having the 

J Hague to visit by the way, made our return at 

|. that time impracticable : however, the relation of 

the German concerning the good inclinations of 

the great man and his wife, their disdain of the 

, world, and voluntary retreat from the greatness and 

glory of it, rested strongly upon our spirits. This 

person presently conducted us to the house of 

one, who had formerly been a professor in the uni- 

, versity ; and there left us. 

To this person both George Fox and myself 
' were more than ordinarily open: he was of a 
sweet, yet quick, of a wise, yet very loving and 
^^ tender spirit: there were few strangers towards 
'^" whom we felt greater love. He assented to every 
f thing we said : and truly, his understanding was 
^' very clear and open to the things that lay upon us 



Id 



to declare ; and expressed his firm belief of great 
^^ revolutions at hand, and that they should termi- 
'' nate in the setting up of the glorious kingdom of 
^ Christ in the world. 
ri' What shall I say ? The man felt our spirits, 

and therefore loved us, and in the fresh sense of 
ir' that love, wrote a letter by us to a retired person 
[Ct at the Hague, like himself: which, in several 
■^- places of Germany, was the way whereby we found 
deii out most of the retired people we visited. After 
t ^ near two hours time with him, we took waggon 
itti>for the Hague, leaving the peace of God upon 
it t^ him. 
tioi The first thing we did there, was to inquire out 
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against the present dispensation of Truth, and the 
heavenly ministry, witnessed among Friends. He 
refused not my offer of a second meeting; but 
sent me word, his business would not give him 
leave to let it be any time this day. Upon which, 
the next morning was fixed for the conference, to 
begin at eight ; which accordingly it did, and held 
till one. The account of both the conferences is 
not yet found, but with the latter some of his own 
friends seemed better satisfied, and it ended very 
comfortably to us, because to a general satisfac- 
tion. 

The meeting thus ended, and having refreshed 
ourselves, after a solemn leave taken of our dear 
Friends at Amsterdam, George Fox and myself 
went that night to Leyden, accompanied by Ben- 
jamin Furly; coming there late at night, we 
forbore to inquire afler any worthy in that place. 

But the next morning we found out two, one a 
German of or near Darmstadt ; who not only ex- 
pressed much love to the principle of Truth, and 
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unto us the friends thereof; but also informed us 
tif a retired person^ of great quality, that liveth 
about two hours back again towards Amsterdam, 
at a village called Wonderwick. Our resolutions 
of being that night at Rotterdam, and having the 
Hague to visit by the way, made our return at 
that time impracticable : however, the relation of 
the German concerning the good inclinations of 
the great man and his wife, their disdain of the 
world, and voluntary retreat from the greatness and 
glory of it, rested strongly upon our spirits. This 
pierson presently conducted us to the house of 
one, who had formerly been a professor in the uni- 
versity ; and there left us. 

To this person both George Fox and myself 
were more than ordinarily open: he was of a 
sweet, yet quick, of a wise, yet very loving and 
tender spirit: there were few strangers towards 
whom we felt greater love. He assented to every 
thing we said : and truly, his understanding was 
very clear and open to the things that lay upon us 
to declare ; and expressed his firm belief of great 
revolutions at hand, and that they should termi- 
nate in the setting up of the glorious kingdom of 
Christ in the world. 

What shall I say ? The man felt our spirits, 
and therefore loved us, and in the fresh sense of 
that love, wrote a letter by us to a retired person 
at the Hague, like himself: which, in several 
places of Germany, was the way whereby we found 
out most of the retired people we visited. After 
near two hours time with him, we took waggon 
for the Hague, leaving the peace of God upon 
him. 

The first thing we did there, was to inquire out 

L 
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about two hours back again towards Amsterdam, 
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of being that night at Rotterdam, and haying the 
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that time impracticable : however, the relation of 
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the great man and his wife, t^eir disdain of the 
world, and voluntary retreat from the greatness and 
glory of it, rested strongly upon our spirits. This 
person presently conducted us to the house of 
one, who had formerly been a professor in the uni- 
versity ; and there left us. 

To this person both George Fox and myself 
were more than ordinarily open: he was of a 
sweet, yet quick, of a wise, yet very loving and 
tender spirit: there were few strangers towards 
whom we felt greater love. He assented to every 
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the Lady Overkirk ; a person of a retired and re- 
ligious character ; separated from the public wor- 
ship of that country : she was at home, but her 
husband with her ; and being a great man of the 
army, of another disposition and way of living, 
hindered our access at that time. 

The next person we went to, was a judge of the 
chief court of justice in that republic. He re- 
ceived us with great respect, and a more than or- 
dinary desire to know the truth of our faith and 
principles. We declared of the things most surely 
believed amongst us, in the power and love of 
God. He made his observations, objections, and 
queries upon several things we spake; to whom 
we replied, and explained all matters in question ; 
insomuch that he declared himself satisfied in our 
confessions, and his good belief of us and our 
principles. We took a solemn and sensible leave 
of him, and we felt the witness of God reached in 
him, and his spirit tendered ; which filled our 
hearts with dear love to him : he brought us to his 
street door, and there we parted. 

From him, we went to visit that person, for 
whom we had a letter from the doctor at Leyden; 
but he was not at home. We immediately took 
waggon for Delft, and from thence an express boat 
for Rotterdam, where we arrived well about eight 
at night. 

The 13th of the month was mostly spent in visit- 
ing Friends, and the friendly people in that place, 
who consisted of several persons of worldly note. 

The next day, being the 1st day of the week, 
we had a large and blessed meeting ; wherein, the 
deep mysteries of the kingdom of Christ and 
antichrist were declared, in the power of an 
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endless life. Several of divers religions were 
there^ but no disturbance or contradiction ; a pro* 
found silence and reverent attention were over 
the meeting.* 

That night I had a blessed meeting at my lodg- 
ing, with those persons of note, that at some times 
had visited our public meetings, as on that day ; 
and they have a convincement upon them : the 
Lord's love, truth, and life preciously reached to- 
wards them, and they were very sweetly affected. 

Next day I bestowed, in perfecting and correct- 
ing several public letters, which I was moved to 
write both in my first and second journey in Ger- 
many, and after my return to these Low Countries. 
They are left behind to be translated and printed : 
they are omitted here, because they are large, and 
are likely to be hereafter printed in EnglisKf 
The titles of them follow. — ^I. "A Summons or 
Call to Christendom, in an earnest expostulation 
with her, to prepare for the great and notable day of 
the Lord, that is at the door.** — II. " Tender Coun- 
sel and Advice, by way of Epistle, to all those 
^ho are sensible of the day of their visitation, 
afid who have received the call of the Lord by 
the light and Spirit of his Son in their hearts, to 
partake of the great salvation, wherever scattered 
throughout the world ; but more especially in the 
High and Low Dutch nations : faith, hope, and cha- 

• A person then convinced, [says W. P.] (though the world 
prevailed,) died lately, acknowledging it, and cried out, '< How 
happy had I heen, if I had then obeyed !" 

t These pieces have been several times printed in English, 
and the last of them more recently by the Tract Association of 
the Society of Friends. They are inserted in the Appendix to 
this volume ; and t?ie three first may also be had at the publishers, 
as separate tracts, for the purpose of distribution. 

L 2 
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rilj, wbich overoome the world, be multiplied 
among yoiu** — ^IIL ''To all those Professors of 
Chiistiaiuty, that are externally separated from 
the visible Sects and Fellowships in the Christian 
Woild, (so called,) wherever hidden or scattered : 
tme knowledge, which is life eternal, from God 
the Father, by Christ Jesns."— IV. "A tender Vi- 
aitatian, in the Love of God that overcometh the 
Worid, to all People in the high and low Dutch 
Nations, who hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
and desire to know and worship God in truth, and 
in sincerity ; containing a plain testimony to the 
ancient and apostolical life, way, and worship 
that €rod is reviving and exalting in the earth, in 
his Spirit and truth.'' 

The sense of the serious retreat of this great 
man we heard of at Leyden, was so strong upon 
me, that I could not see myself clear to leave the 
country, before I had given him a visit. I pur- 
posed, therefore, the next morning, the 16th, to set 
forward to the Hague, from thence to Leyden, and 
so to Wonderwick. 

I arrived there in the evening with Benjamin 
Furly, A. Sonnemans, and M. Sonnemans; and 
immediately made known our coming, and the 
end of it, to him and his wife, by means of the 
young German, who was got thither before us, to 
visit them. An invitation came to us all at our 
inn ; and immediately we repaired to his house, 
which was very stately, and yet plain. He pre- 
sently came to us, took us by the hand, and bid 
us heartily welcome. We immediately sat down ; 
and after some time of retirement, I spoke some- 
thing of what was upon me, yet not before he had 
given us a sober and pathetical account of his 
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life, and of the present frame and disposition of 
his spirit 

All this was in the absence of his wife : but, so 
soon as I had finished what was then upon me to 
speak of the witness of God, and of its work in 
man, upon the occasion of the history he gave us 
of his life ; he led us into another room, where his 
wife was. He told her, here were some Christian 
Friends come to visit her: she saluted us very 
kindly. 

We all sat down ; and after some silence, the 
heavenly power of God did, in a living and tender 
manner, open their states and conditions to me, 
and opened my mouth to them. The substance 
of my testimony was to this purpose, that death 
reigned from Adam to Moses ; Moses was till the 
prophets, the prophets till John, and John till 
Christ : — what Christ* s day was, how few see this 
day ; and whilst people are talking of being in 
Christ, under grace, and not under the law, deaih 
reiyneth over them, and they are not come to Moses, 
nor the shaking or quaking mountain, the thunder- 
ings, lightnings, and whiriwinds :— and what was 
that way which led to Christ ; and what it was to be 
in him, and under the government of his grace ; 
directing them to the blessed principle of light, 
and truth, and grace, which God had shed abroad 
in their hearts. I declared the nature and manner 
of the appearing and operating of this principle ; 
and appealed to their own consciences for the 
truth of what was said : and I can truly say, the 
holy life of Jesus was revealed amongst us, and 
like oil, swam on the top of all. In Uiis sense, I 
was moved to kneel down and pray : great broken- 
ness fell upon all ; and that which was before the 
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world began, was richly manifested in and amongst 
us. 

The meeting being done, the great man and his 
wife blessed us, and the work of God in our hands; 
saying, with tears in his eyes, **My house is 
blessed for your sakes, and blessed be God that I 
ever lived to see you." And thus we left them, 
though with much difficulty ; for they pressed us, 
with gpreat earnestness, both to eat and to lodge with 
them ; and it was hard for them to bear our re- 
fusal. They said, it was a scandal to their house 
that they should let such good people as we were go 
out of it ; or suffer us to lodge in any other place: 
but we declared our pre-engagement elsewhere, and 
that it was not for want of true kindness towards 
them. 

One passage I had almost forgot to mention : ''I 
was,** said he, " once at table with the Duke of 
Holstein at Fredericstadt, when the magistrates 
came to complain against a people called Quakers 
in that city. The Duke was ready to be preju- 
diced against them ; but, at the very naming of 
them, I conceived a more than ordinary kindness 
in my mind towards them. I asked the magistrate. 
What they were for a people ? He told me, that 
they would not pull off their hats to their supe- 
riors. I asked him. Whether they would pull off 
their hats to God ? He said, ' Yes.' Said I, 
' That may be the reason, why they will not pull 
them off to man. Do they live peaceably ?* 'Yes.' 
' Do they pay their taxes ?' ' Yes.* ' Do they rub 
their hats in your eyes ?* ' No.' 'Do they do any 
harm with them ?' ' No.' ' Why, what is your 
quarrel then ?' ' They meet in silence, and they 
will not speak or pray, unless they be moved by the 
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Spirit' ' Why, that is according to the doctrine 
of Scripture : if this be to be a Quaker, / would I 
were a Quaker too' But/* said he, " I never saw 
one before, but I bless God I see you now." He 
very much inveighed against the false Christianity 
that is in the world, and greatly magnified a ten- 
der, mortified, and retired estate. I have great 
hopes he and his wife will die in the Truth. We 
returned to our inn to supper, and to bed. 

Next morning, we took waggon for the Hague ; 
where we met with Docemius, the King of Den- 
mark's resident at Cologne, who had been at Rot- 
terdam to seek us, and came back thither, with 
hopes to meet us. We had some service there 
with a lawyer; but were again disappointed of 
visiting the Lady Overkirk, because of her hus- 
band's presence ; and the other retired man before 
mentioned was again from home: the judge would 
gladly have received us, but a great cause then de- 
pending commanded his attendance. That after- 
noon we took boat for Delft, and so to Rotterdam, 
where we all arrived well. 

It was my desire to have been the day following 
at a meeting at Dort ; but it seems, the way that we 
hoped had been open for us, was shut ; insomuch 
that we were prevented of that service. However, 
I applied myself to the perfecting of what yet 
wanted to be completed, in those writings I left 
behind me to be printed. 

The next day, being the 19th of 8th month, 
we had a very blessed public meeting, therein 
taking our leave of the country. And after that 
was done, we had another amongst Friends, recom- 
mending to them the peaceable, tender, righteous 
Truth: desiring that they might live and grow in 
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it, and be a people tx> the Lord's praise ; so should 
his work prosper^ his dominion be enlarged and 
increased among them. In the evening, I had also 
a meeting at my lodging, among the great people 
of that place, of which I have before made men- 
tion. And, magnified be the name of the Lord, his 
power did so sweetly visit them, and effectually 
reach them ; that, at their departure, some of them 
fell upon our necks, and with tears of love prayed, 
that they might be remembered by us, and that 
they might have strength to answer our great tra- 
vail for them. We recommended them unto the 
Lord, and the pure word of his grace in their 
hearts. 

The next day, the generality of Friends of that 
place, met at Simon Johnson's house, early in the 
morning; where we took our leave of one another, 
in the love and power of the Lord, feeling his liv« 
ing presence with them that staid, and wi^ us that 
went. 

Several accompanied us to the Briel ; where we 
arrived about noon. There accompanied us the 
Eling of Denmark's resident at Cologne, who had 
been with us at those .meetings at Rotterdam; 
P. Hendricks and C. Rocloffs of Amsterdam, and 
A. Sonnemans, Benjamin Furly, M. S. and S. J. with 
several others of Rotterdam. The packet-boat not 
being come, we were necessitated to lie there that 
night. 

That night it was upon me, in the earnest love 
of God, to salute the Princess and Countess with a 
few farewell lines, as followeth : 
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'* To the Princess Elizabeth. Salvation in the cross. 

Afnen. 

" Dear and truly respected Friend, 
" My soul most earnestly deslreth thy temporal 
and eternal felicity ; which standeth in thy doing 
the will of God now on earth, as it is done in hea- 
TBn. O dear Princess, do it ! Say the word once 
in tnith and righteousness, ' Not my will, hut thine 
he done, O God!' Thy days are few; and then 
thou must go to judgment :* then an account of 
thy talent, God will require from thee. What im- 
prorement hast thou made P Let it prove and 
show its own excellency, that it is of God, and that 
it leadeth all that love it, to God. O that thou 
mayst he ahle to give an account with joy ! 

" I could not leave this country, and not testify 
the resentments I hear in my mind, of that humhle 
and tender entertainment thou gavest us at thy 
court : the Lord Jesus reward thee 1 And surely 
he hath a hlessing in store for thee. Go on: be 
steadfast, overcome, and thou shalt inherit. Do not 
despond ; One that is 'mighty is near thee ; a pre- 
sent help in the needful time of trouhle. O let 
the desire of thy soul he to his name, and to the 
rememhrance of him ! wait upon the Lord, and 
thou shaU renew thy strength ! the youths shall faint, 
and the young men shall fail, but they that trust in 
the Lord shall never be confounded. 

" I wish thee all true and solid felicity, with my 
whole soul. The Lord God of heaven and earth 

* ^ She died about four yean aAer,** adds W. P. in a note. 
Those readers, who wish to be further informed rttpecting this 
truly noble woman, are referred to a note in '^ Jaffray aim ^e 
Friends in Scotland^'* 2nd edit. p. 573. 
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have thee in his keeping.; that thou mayst not lose, 
but keep in that divine sense, which, by his eter- 
nal Word, he hath begotten in thee. Receive, 
dear Princess, my sincere and Christian salutation. 
Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied among you 
all, that love the Lord Jesus. 

*' Thy business I shall follow, with all the dili- 
gence and discretion I can, and by the first oppor- 
tunity give thee an account, after it shall please 
the Lord to bring me safe to London. All my 
brethren are well, and present their dear love to 
thee and the rest in thy family that love Jesus, 
the Light of the world. Thou hast taught me to 
forget thou art a Princess, and therefore I use this 
freedom ; and to that of God, in thee, am I manir- 
fest ; and I know my integrity. Give, if thou please, 
the salutation of my dear love to Anna Maria de 
Homes, with the enclosed. Dear Princess, do not 
hinder, but help her. That may be required of 
her, which, considering thy circumstances, may not 
yet be required of thee. Let her stand free, and her 
freedom will make the passage easier unto thee. 
Accept what I say, I entreat thee, in that pure and 
heavenly love and respect, in which I write so 
plainly to thee. Farewell, my dear Friend, and the 
Lord be with thee ! 

" I am, more than I can say, thy great lover and 
respectful Friend, 

" William Penn.'' 

'' P. S. I refer thee to the enclosed for passages. 
We visited Giflall and Hooftman, and they us : 
they were at one or two of the meetings at Amster- 
dam. Vale in atemum f" 
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** For Anna Maria de Homes, styled Countess of 

Homes.** 

" Jesus be with thy Spirit. Amen. 

'' Beloved^ and much esteemed for the sake of 
that love^ which is raised in thy heart to the eter- 
nal Truth of God ; the increase of which I ear- 
nestly desire*; that thou mayst be more than con- 
queror^ through the powerful workings of that 
divine love in thy soul^ which casteth out all false 
fear, and overcometh the world. In this eternal 
love, it is, that I love thee, and would be loved of 
thee : blessed are they, that hold their fellowship 
in it. It is pure, hajmless, patient, fervent, and 
constant : in fine, it cometh from God, and leadeth 
all that receive it to God. Indeed, it is God ; and 
they that live in love, live in God. If we keep and 
abide in him that hath visited us, we shall always 
feel this love as a fountain ; and wonderful are the 
effects of it. it can lay down its life for its friend ! 
It will break through all difficulty, and hath power 
to conquer death and the g^ve. This transcend- 
eth the friendship of the world, and the vain-glo- 
rious honour of the courts of this world. This 
kindness is inviolable : our purest faith worketh by 
this love. O the tenderness of that soul, in which 
this love livcth and hath place ! the humility and 
compassion, that always keep it company ! 

" And who can lively enough describe the lovely 
image it giveth, the attracting and engaging con- 
versation it hath P But it is discerned, and greatly 
valued by the children of love, who are bom of 
it,— which all the children of light are. What 
«hall I say P It is the great command, and it 
keepeth all the conmiands ; love, pure and unde- 
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filed^ fiilfilletb the law and gospel too : blessed are 
they that feel any of this love shed abroad in their 
hearts. 

" With this love, it is, that God hath loved us ; 
and by the power of this lore, Christ Jesus hath 
died for us. Yea, it is this love that quick- 
eneth us to Jesus, that inflameth our souls with 
pure and ardent love to him, and zeal for him : 
yea, it is this holy love, that [engages to] forsake 
father and mother, sister and brother, husband, 
wife, and children, house and land, liberty and life 
for the sake of Jesus ; that leaveth the dead to bury 
the dead, and followeth Jesus in the narrow way of 
i^eneration; that can trust him in the winds and 
in the earthquakes, in the fire and in the waters, 
yea, whai the floods come in, even unto the soul, 
thU despondeth not, neither murmureth. 

" And as it cannot despair, so it never pre- 
sumeth ; yea, it can triumphantly say, What shall 
be able to separate me from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus P Shall principalities or powers, 
things present or things to come, shall life or 
death ? O no, neither time nor mortality ! 

" My dear Friend, let this noble plant of para- 
dise grow in thy heart. Wait upon the Lord, that 
he would water it, and shine upon it, and make an 
hedge about it ; that thy whole heart may be re- 
plenished with the heavenly increase and fruits of 
it. O ! that thou mayst grow in thy inner man, — 
in wisdom, strength, and a pure understanding ; in 
favour with God, and with all people that are in 
the same nature and image : for the world only 
loveth its own. 

'^ I hoped not to have been so quick upon my 
last long letter ; but God's pure love> that hath re* 
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deemed me from the earthy and the earthly nature 
and spirit^ moved fervently upon my spirit to visit 
thee^ once more, before I leave this land. I de- 
ferred it to this extremity ; and being not clear to 
go hence, I send thee my Christian salutation, in 
this pure love, that many waters cannot quench, dis- 
tance cannot make it forget, nor can time wear it 
out. My soul reverently boweth before the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that it would 
please him to preserve thee. Fear him, and thou 
needest not fear; for the angel of the Lord encamp- 
eth about those that trust in his name. The angel of 
his eternal presence guard thee, that none of the 
enemies of thy soul's peace may ever prevail against 
thee ! Perseverance and victory be thy portion in 
this world, and a crown of endless glory be thy re- 
ward in that which is to come. Amen ! 

" Since my last (being the next day after llie 
date thereof) we had a meeting with Galenus Abra- 
hams, and his company: the success thou mayst 
perhaps see suddenly in print; and therefore I shall 
defer the narrative : only, — ^in general, — our dear 
Lord, our staff and strength, was with us, and 
Truth reigned over all. 

'' That night we went to Leyden, where we vi- 
sited some retired persons. Thence, next day, to 
the Hague, where also we had a little meeting. O 
the lust and pride of that place ! Thou earnest into 
my mind, as I walked in the streets; and I said in 
myself, ' Well, she hath chosen the better part.' O 
be faithful, and the Lord will give thee an eternal 
recompence ! 

" Thence we came to Rotterdam, where the Lord 
hath given us several heavenly opportunities in 
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private and public. We are now come to the 
Briel^ and wait our passage. The Lord Jesus be 
with you that stay, and with us that go, that in 
Him we may live and abide for ever ! 

'* Salute me to my French friend ; bid her be 
constant I wish thy servants' felicity ; but thine 
as mine own: God Almighty overshadow thee, 
hide thee under his pavilion, be thy shield, rock, 
and sanctuary for ever. Farewell, farewell I 

" Thy Friend, and the Lord's servant, 

" W. Penn." 

«< Brid, 20th, (30th,) 8tfa mouthy 
1677." 

Next morning, the 21st, the packet-boat arrived; 
and at about ten, we went on board, having first taken 
our solemn leave of those Friends that accompanied 
us thither. We immediately set sail, with a great 
number of passengers : but, by reason of contrary 
and tempestuous weather, we arrived not at Har- 
wich till the 24th, about the 6th hour. Whence 
next morning, I wrote this foUowing salutation and 
account, to the Friends of HoUand and Germany, 
to return with the boat 

" O ! my soul magnifieth the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoiceth in God my Saviour, who hath rebuked the 
winds and the seas, and made us to drink of his 
salvation upon the great deeps. Yea, we could 
not but praise him in the tempest; for all things 
are full of his majesty. Blessed is the eye that 
seeth, and the heart that dependeth upon him at all 
times! There is not another God ; he is the Lord 
alone, that the holy ancients trusted in, and were 
not confounded. What shall my soul render unto 
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the Lord P We are full of his mercy; he hath 
made us witnesses of his care. We can say in 
righteousness, they are hlessed whose God is the 
Lord, and that serve all the day long no other 
master than our God. 

'^ Friends, this is an endeared salutation to you 
aU in High and Low Dutchland, in the deep and 
fresh sense of the Lord's preserving power. O ! 
that you may ahide in that sense of him, which he 
hath begotten in you, and in the reverent know- 
ledge of him, according to the manifestation which 
you have received of him, in the light of his dear 
Son ; that you may be faithful and fervent for the 
Lord ; that his glorious life and power may break 
through you ; and these lands, long dry and barren, 
as the wilderness, may spring and blossom as the 
rose. For, what have we to do here, but to exalt 
him, that hath visited and loved us, yea, saved us 
in great measure ? Ah, he is worthy ! my spirit 
reverenceth him, my heart and soul do bow before 
him : eternal blessings dwell for ever with him ! 

" Dear Friends, my love followeth to you as afoun- 
tain. God, even my God and your God, hath 
made you dear to me ; yea, dearer than all natural 
kindred. You are flesh of flesh indeed. Nor sea 
nor land, nor time nor place can ever separate our 
joy, divide our communion, or wipe out the re- 
membrance that I have of you. Yea, the living 
remembrance, which my God often giveth me of 
you, in the life of his Son, abideth ; which break- 
eth my heart to pieces : and I can say, I lefli much 
of my heart behind me ; and the Lord alone could 
have outwardly separated me so soon from you. 
1 this love is stronger than death, more excel- 
lent than the love of women ; for it endureth for 
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ever : this privilege have all the saints. Jesus, the 
Light of the world, that saveth from the world, be 
with you. Amen. 

€i ^^ gQ^ ^^ ig^i night at about seven to Har- 
wich, being three days and two nights at sea : most 
part of the time there was a great storm of wind, 
and rain, and hail ; the weather was against us, 
and the vessel so leaky, that two pumps went night 
and day, or we had perished. It is believed, that 
they pumped twice more water out than the vessel 
could contain ; but our peace was as a river, and 
our joy full. The seas had like to have washed 
some of the seamen overboard, but the great God 
preserved all well. Frights were among the peo- 
ple, and despondencies in some; but the Lord 
wrought deliverance for all. We were mightily 
thronged, which made it the more troublesome. 

" But it is observable, that though the Lord so 
wonderfully delivered us, yet some vain people 
soon forgot it, and returned quickly to their wan- 
ton talk and conversation, not abiding in the sense 
of that hand which hath delivered them : nor can 
any do it, as they should, but those that are turned 
to his appearance in their hearts ; who know him 
to be a God nigh at band ; which, O, may it be 
your experience and portion for ever ! 

" And the Lord be with you, and refresh and 
sustain you; and in all your temptations never 
leave you, nor forsake you ; that conquerors you 
may be, and in the end of days and times, stand 
in your lot among the spirits of the just made 
perfect. Amen, amen. 

" Yours in that which is eternal ! 

"W. Penn." 
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" P. S. Let this be sent to Friends in High and 
Low Dutchland." 

«< Harwich. 
24th of the 8th mimthy 1677.'* 

Here, at Harwich, I left dear George Fox and 
Gertrude Diricks and her children, who came over 
with us, to follow me in a coach : but I, having a de- 
sire to be that day at Colchester meeting, went 
early away on horseback, George Keith accompa- 
nying me. We got to the meeting, and were well 
refreshed in Friends. 

That evening, we had a mighty meeting at J. 
Furly's house, where we lay ; many of the town 
being there, that would not come to a public meet- 
ing. And indeed the Lord's divine power and pre- 
sence were in the assembly. 

Next day, the 26th, we had a great meeting at 
a marriage, where we had good service for the 
Lord. That afternoon about four, we took horse for 
London. George Fox and the others, through the 
miscarriage of a letter about the coach, not being 
come to Colchester. That night we lay at I. Ra- 
vens, eight miles on our way. There we met Giles 
Bamardiston and William Bennet; with whom, 
and some other Friends thereabout, we were com- 
forted in the life and power of the Lord. 

The day following, we took our journey for Lon- 
don;* came there in good time, that evening; 

* William Peim, while in London, recdyed a letter from the 
Princess Elizabeth, which he transcribes into his Journal ; as he 
does another, whidi came to his hand subsequently : but they 
interrupt the beautifully pious strain of the closing sentences of 
his narratiye, and are therefore taken out of the place he assigned 
than, and inserted in the Appendix. He adds, " There are 
more of this nature from her, and divers other persons of emi- 
nence in those parts, but not immediately relating to the Jour- 
nal, are thenfore not published.'* 

M 
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where I found all things rebting to Friends^ in a 
good condition : hlessed he the name of the Lord. 
I staid about a week in town ; both to visit Friends 
at meetings, and to be serviceable in the more ge- 
neral affairs of the Trath. 

The 5th day of the next week I went to Wor- 
minghurst, my house in Sussex, where I found my 
dear wife, child, and family all well : blessed be 
the name of the Lord God of aU the families of the 
earth. I had that evening a sweet meeting amongst 
them; in which God's blessed power made us 
truly glad together ; and I can say, truly blessed 
are they who can cheerfully give up to serve the 
liord: great shaU be the increase and growth of 
their treasure, which shall never end. 

To Htm that was, and is, and is to come; the 
eternal, holy, blessed, righteous, powerful, and faithful 
One, be glory, honour and praises, dominion and a 
kingdom, for ever and ever ! Amen, 

William Penk, 
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William Penn to all mffering Friends in Holland or 
Germany, particularly in Frederics tadt, and in or 
near Dantzic, 

][tiOldxuui8worth, 1st of the 7th month, 1673. 
. My dear Friends, 

In Grod*8 everlasting Truth, and that heavenly 
power/ strength,. and dominion that stands therein, 
doth, my soul very dearly salute you all, who have 
tasted of the invisiUe and heavenly life, that is 
xnade known unto that residue of the woman's 
seed, who have been begotten into the living way 
of light and righteousness. Oh ! pleasant are the 
outgoings of the Lord to and in his children, whose 
minds are truly stayed upon him, and are freely 
resigned up into bis all-wise disposal ; — such shall 
abound in the joy of God's salvation, even in 
sufferings, persecutions, tribulations, yea, deaths, 
and every peril that may attend your most holy 
faith. Therefore, hold up your heads, and be ye 
comforted, O little flock ! your Shepherd will not 
fly, though the wolf come. Know your Shepherd, 
and dwell with him, and he will bring you into 
sweet and green pastures, in the midst of your ene- 
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mies. Consult not with flesh and blood, to know 
what may be the cause of your trials, how you may 
shun them, or which way you may keep mammon 
and a good conscience too ; but eye the Lord, with- 
out whose providence, a sparrow falls not to the 
ground. No new or strange thing can happen 
unto you : dwell in the faith that works by love, 
and that will cast out all fear, which begets any 
staggering from your holy testimony. Rmember 
that many eyes are upon you, and as you acquit 
yourselves in this exercise that may quickly be 
suffered to come upon you, so will God^s Truth be 
well or ill spoken of; for people will measure your 
most holy way by you. The way they see not, you 
they will behold : what know ye, but the Lord is 
now preparing and brightening you for further 
service, both where you live, and in other places. 
Oh ! in the light of Jesus, the just man's path, live 
and walk, that to the end you may endure; so 
shall you glorify God, answer their labours, who 
have travailed among you, and obtain unto your- 
selves eternal salvation. So, dear hearts ! be still, 
quiet, and given up in life and death : — God's 
great work is going on : he always comes upon the 
world in a storm, and sometimes to his children, 
that they may be the more weaned from the world, 
that people may be the more stirred up to mind 
them, and that Truth may be more effectually ma- 
nifested through their self-denial, patience, and 
resolution. Stand then, be valiant, and keep your 
minds to the invisible life, which in the light is 
felt ; and then I am persuaded, neither principalities, 
nor powers, nor life, nor death, nor any other thing, 
shall be able to separate you from the love of God, 
that hath been and daily is revealed to you in 
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Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God, and Light of the 
world. 

The God of all peace keep your minds and spi- 
rits in perfect peace, amidst the greatest trials and 
disquiets from without, that you may finish your 
testimonies with us, to His eternal praise that hath 
called us, who is over every name worthy, even 
God, blessed for ever. Amen, amen ! 

Your fellow-feeling Brother in the unchangeable 
Truth, 

W. Penn. 

P. S. Truth greatly prevails in these islands, 
and grows daily famous over the heads of its peev- 
ish opposers : and Friends, that have heard lately 
of you, travail and sympathize with you: you are 
not alone, and He that is in you, is greater than he 
that is in the world. Farewell. 
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William Penn to Elizabeth, Princess Palatine of the 
Rhine ; and Anna Maria, Cotmtess of Homes, at 
Herford in Germany. 1676. 

Jesus be with your spirits, the immaculate Lamb 
of God, and glorious Light of the world ! His 
pure Spirit redeem you from the evil and igno- 
rance that are in it, and replenish you with his 
everlasting righteousness, whose end is peace and 
assurance for evermore ! 

Noble of this world, but more noble for your 
inquiry after the Truth, and love to it, the fame 
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whereof hath sounded to the ears of some of us 
in this island, whom God hath made both his cer- 
tain witnesses and messengers, through many and 
great tribulations : eternal, heavenly praises to his 
holy and powerful name, who lives and reigns 
over all principalities, and powers, and thrones, 
and dominions for ever !, 

I have had you, worthy Women ! often in my 
remembrance, with that honour which is not of 
this world ; even then, when my soul has been in 
its purest retirements, not only from all visibles, 
but from their very ideas in the mind, and every 
other imagination; resting with the Lord in his 
own sabbath, which is the true silence of all flesh 
indeed, which profits above the formal Christian's 
bodily exercise. And in these heavenly sequestra- 
tions of soul, and true resignation unto the divine 
will of my Father, have I taken a most clear pros- 
pect of you, and every circumstance that may be 
fit for me to know : — ^your education, your quality, 
your dignity, the envy of the clergy, the fury of 
the rabble, and the strength and power of tempta- 
tion, arising from all these considerations, if pos- 
sible to smother your blessed beginnings ; and as 
so many bands of soldiers, employed and com- 
missioned of their great prince of darkness, to 
watch, and to hinder Jesus from rising in you. 
In a weighty sense of all which, my heart opens 
itself unto you in God's counsel, after this manner. 

Be faithful to that you know, and obedient to 
that which God by the light of his Son makes 
manifest in your consciences. Consult not away 
the pure and gentle strivings of the Holy Ghost ; 
drown not his still voice with the crowd of care- 
ful thoughts, and vain contrivances: break not 
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the bruised reed^ neither quaich the smoking flax 
in yourselves. O ! if you truly love Jesus, hear 
him : and since it bath pleased God in some mea- 
sure, as with Paul, to reveal his blessed Son in 
you, consult not with flesh and blood, that are 
below the heavenly things ; for that inherits not 
the kingdom of God : but with sincere JVlary, from 
a deep sense of the beauty, virtue, and excellency 
of that life, that is hid with Christ in God, wait, 
out of all cumber, free from that running, willing, 
sacrificing spirit that is in the world, in the pure 
obedience, humiliation, godly death or silence, at 
the feet of Jesus, choosing the better part, which 
shall never be taken from you : and Jesus will be 
with you, he will shed his peace abroad in the 
midst of you, even that which flows from the 
crystal streams of life, that arise from under the 
throne of God. 

Prepare, prepare to meet the Lord ; for assuredly 
Jesus is risen, the faithful and true Witness ; and 
he is come in ten thousands of his saints, to judge 
this fallen Christian world. He that was dead 
during the times, time, and half a time, is now 
alive, and lives for ever : nor shall hell, death, or 
the grave, get the dominion any more; but life 
and immortality shall spring as the morning 
without clouds. The set time of the Father is 
come; and all faces shall gather paleness, yea, 
and all knees shall smite and bow, and tongues 
shall confess to this his appearance ; some to joy, 
others to misery. Ages and generations have not 
known him ; the earth has been covered with vio- 
lence, oppression, uncleanness, rewards, gifls, blood, 
wrath, malice, pride, covetousness : yet God pro- 
fessed, and Christ professed : a glorious church, a 
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pompous worship^ and as much religion (such as 
it was) as the world would hold. But oh! the 
idolatry ! O the false witness ! O the hlasphemy 
and lying ! O the profaneness of those, and these 
days ! And why P Because their hearts thirsted 
after their carnal pleasures, more than after the 
living God* Their care was, and is after what 
they shall eat, and drink, and put on, the old hea- 
then life, and not after the kingdom of God, and 
the righteousness thereof: that Jesus, the true 
Saviour, the immaculate Son of God, who, by 
doing his Father's will, faithfully and patiently^ 
even unto death, left us an example, that we should 
follow his steps, and not live unto ourselves. And 
this is the most abominable idolatry, — ^that of the 
soul to any other object, than the Lord and God 
of the soul. This is to set up something as God, 
over all that is called God, debasing, slighting, 
grieving, and quenching the Holy Spirit in the 
meanwhile. O, how few think of this detestable 
idolatry ! Here is the first commandment broken ; 
how then can people expect to have eternal life ? 
But all the commands are broken: for God did 
not only prohibit idolatry, which is worshipping 
another God ; but worshipping the true God vainly, 
falsely, with a vain mind, after an unprofitable 
manner, which is an unsanctified frame of soul. 
And how hath Christendom taken God*s name in 
vain, and worshipped God in vain! What good 
is come of the ages of worship ? what lusts are 
overcome ? what evil repelled ? have not all man- 
ner of abominations reigned P has not the Truth 
been held in unrighteousness ? and have not gene- 
rations blessed God with their mouths, wherewith 
they have presently cursed menP have not vio- 
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lence, avarice, oppression, cruelty, pride, pas- 
sion, wrath, envy, vain sports, pleasures and de- 
lights, filled the earth, under all the profession 
that has heen made of Christ and God ? Has 
he that has named the name of Christ, or that 
has called himself hy that name, departed from 
iniquity ? O no ! — it may be truly said, that 
such have sought the Lord in vain. Why? 
Because not as Jacob's seed, who was a plain 
good man, but of rebellious Esau*s stock. You 
ask, and you have not ; why P says James, " Be- 
cause you ask amiss." They sought in a wrong 
nature to feed the lusts of the same. Though 
they ask, they never receive; and though they 
knock, it will never be opened unto them : such 
can never find ; for all worship toward God must 
stand in the name and nature of Jesus, or will 
never pierce the heavens. It will be in vain, 
it will profit nothing. So that this command is 
also broken. To say nothing of the frequent use 
of the name of God, about every trivial thing in 
common conversation: "O God!" "O Lord Jesu!" 
and such like ; for which, among other things, the 
Lord God will pour out of the vials of his wrath 
upon the nations : O blessed are they that fear 
always, and remember that severe saying of Jesus, 
" That every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment" 
Mat xii. 36. 

Next, the true sabbath is neglected : for the gos- 
pel day is the spiritual sabbath, the day of re- 
demption, deliverance, and salvation : they have 
sinned away this day, doing their own works, when 
they should have been at the true fast, the mysti- 
cal abstinence, and humbled into the grave, doing 
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the works of God : yet talk of being freed from 
under the law, and under grace, while they 
live without law, grace, Christ, and Grod in the 
world, being led, not by the Spirit of God, — no, 
that is enthusiasm, fa9iaiici8m,familism, Quakerism, 
dfc. — ^but by their own wills, lusts, interests, and 
unregenerate appetites. 

Rebellion has covered the earth, for there has 
not been an honouring of their father and their 
mother ; for they have rejected the commands of 
their Father, casting his law behind their backs, 
not glorifying him as God their Father, when they 
knew him : and they have disregarded the advice 
of their mother, the true primitive church, that 
was redeemed with the precious blood of the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sins of the world, and 
that washed her and purged her, not leaving in 
her either spots or wrinkles. For thus he pre- 
sented her to God his Father ; so that she put off 
her old conversation, which was after the fashions 
and customs of this world, that she might be 
adorned with the robes of righteousness— fine 
linen, white, the mark of innocence — ^fitly trimmed 
for the delight of her bebved, — her Jesus, her 
king, her lawgiver, her maker, and her husband too, 
in whose chaste embraces she liveSj, his unspotted 
dear spouse for ever. Now, what is a church ; but 
the redeemed flock, family, household, or people 
of God ? If then the church of Christ must be 
pure, the members that constitute that church 
must be pure also : — ^not by a vain and fictitious 
imputation; but a solid and real purgation, re- 
demption, and salvation unto righteousness. For 
faith, in Abraham, was a righteous act of obedi- 
ence in his soul ; therefore God imputed righte- 
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ousness unto him: and blessed are his spiritaal 
offspring for ever, whose faith overcomes, and is 
not overcome of the world. For those are false 
faiths, forced and imaginary conceits, that cleanse 
not, which true faith doth; that works by that 
love which conquers the world, and loves God 
above all : — ^the highway to eternal life. So here, 
the world hath been in the breach of another 
command. They have dishonoured their father 
and mother, and therefore have their days been 
few in the land of the living to God. 

But the Christiaii world so called, hath been de- 
filed by cruelty even to blood. " Thou shalt not 
kill," saith the Lord : little did some of the Jews 
think that they broke this law, when they kiUed 
the prophets, and stoned them that were sent unto 
them : but what said their children P Did they 
not speak after the same noteP No: *'had we 
lived in the days of our fothers, we would not 
have done as they did ;" — and alas ! they did worse. 
Where it is worth observing, that when the devil 
bath persecuted holy m^n to death, and that the 
way, (to wit, the death,) by which he hopes to 
bury all with them, is the way by which their doc- 
trine and endeavours shine more conspicuously 
and convincingly to others: he turns proselyte 
too, and says. These were good men also : And puts 
his followers upon setting up the lamentation for 
the loss of those pious men, which alas i he mur- 
dered; and of their words and exterior forms 
patches he up a visible religion ; and then sits he 
as God, or like God, in the hearts of men and 
women. So that he will be visibly for religion, 
when he can no longer hinder : but this is to make 
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him the greater deceiver, and to pass the more un- 
questioned and unsuspected. 

This lamentation for the murdering of the pro- 
phets, admiration of their works, and building and 
adorning of their sepulchres, baffled the judgment 
of weak and simple people ; but especially de- 
ceived the multitude; and rendered the crucifixion 
of Jesus more easy and tolerable : — Stephen fol- 
lowed, then James, and soon after that time the 
bitter persecution of the Christians. But by that 
time, kings received Christianity ; ease and plenty 
flowed in ; who so pompous, magnificent, gaudy, 
worldly, as Christian bishops, their churches, offi- 
cers, and people P Self-denying Jesus lost in the 
crowd ; the true life of religion expired, and zeal ex- 
tinguished; divisions arisen, and one bishop against 
another, even to death : — ^nothing but flattery, hy- 
pocrisy, and conformity could well tell how to 
live in the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 
12th, i3th, 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries, and so 
to our days. Now, the rivers of blood spilled by 
Jews and heathens become a great swelling sea by 
Christian, or rather antichristian persecutions: now 
it is, that all councils and synods are convened in 
design, held in faction, and broke up in self-inter- 
est No liberty of conscience in those days ; no 
one must dare to buy or sell civilly, or spiritually, 
but they must first have the mark of that church 
and state : O monstrous degeneracy ! Here is 
Christ ag^ain crucified in the streets of Sodom and 
Egypt, in the hearts and lives of the sons and 
daughters of men. So that here are not only 
thousands of martyrs of Jesus; but Jesus the Lord, 
once more martyred, the true and faithful Wit- 
ness : — and they have in all ages hired, and set sol- 
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diers, who are killers by profession^ to watch 
against his rising. Now is the church in the wil- 
derness^ — the place of obscurity and shelter : this 
was the winter season, the time of sackcloth and 
ashes : now all were merry, sending gifts one to 
another, in their revels and masquerades over the 
slain witness of the Lord : — here is the bloodiest, 
and therefore the most woful of all murders. 

But this is not all, they proceed to the next 
commandment, ''Thou shalt not commit adultery.*' 
And this they have fearfully broken; for Christen- 
dom, so called, hath committed adultery most no- 
toriously; and consequently broken God's holy 
law. For alas! alas! has she not forsaken the 
everlasting fountain, the spring of immortal life, 
that is pure for ever, and hewn out to herself cis- 
terns that will hold no water P Has she not de- 
serted her first love, and her first works ? And 
has she not flung herself into the embraces of 
another lover, whereby she has divorced herself 
from the living God, and joined to an apostate 
spirit, by whom numerous is her unclean issue, 
and many are her abominations that she has brought 
fqrth, even such of them, as were neither known 
to Jew or heathen ? This is she that hath com- 
mitted fornication with all the powers upon the 
earth, whom she hath bewitched to her cup and 
to her bed. 

But the day of the terrible vengeance of God is 
come and coming, in which she and her gallants 
and merchants shall come to judgment : and the 
remnant of the true woman's seed, that has been 
sojourning as poor pilgrim^ in the desolate wilder- 
ness with her, are come forth, leaning on the breast 
of her Beloved, to whom she has been, though a 
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poor and banished, yet a faithful spouse, during 
this long and tedious reign of antichrist, the 
whore, beast, false prophet, and dragon, which is 
the devil. And because her dear husband is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, and has all 
power in heaven and earth, and that it becomes 
her to be, if his wife, a glorious queen ; there- 
fore hath he ordained, that she shall no more 
sit as one desolate and forsaken, clothed in sack- 
cloth, which is the garment of heaviness : but 
shall be crowned with the stars, clothed with the 
sun, and the moon shall be under her feet; that is, 
the changeable world, with all its temporary glory, 
shall be her footstool. Then must she needs be 
exalted above the whorish woman, whose highest 
ihrone was but the true and heavenly woman s 
footstool. In this day, Judah shall dwell safely, 
and Israel shall be glad. 

But we must not stop here, for the priests have 
been like troops of thieves by the highway side, 
that have robbed by consent, and like priest, 
like people. For first, it has been the practice of 
the clergy of all lands, to insinuate themselves by 
their policy and flatteries, into the favour of the 
princes of this world, and thereby procured to 
themselves large taxes on the people ; not only to 
their better maintenance, but to their being up- 
held in worldly pomp and grandeur, and the 
amassing of base treasures to them and their tem- 
poral kindred, for which there is neither precept 
nor example in Holy Scripture, — unless it be, that 
the false prophets were wont to prepare war of 
old against such as refused to put into their 
mouths, that is, to incense the civil magistrate 
against them as enemies to the government, his 
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religion established by law. O ! but the false 
Christian has herein transcended all former ages. 
How many millions have they got, not for feeding, 
but starving the souls of millions ! And that 
which greatly aggravates their sin, is their for- 
gery; alleging the authority of heaven by a mere 
counterfeit commission; impiously using God's 
name, to palliate their design ; and by the credit 
his excellent name has with the works of his 
hands, to obtain to themselves an almost infinite 
wealth. 

But this is not all the robbery I charge Chris- 
tendom with ; for they have both priest and peo- 
ple been confederate with the grand robber, the 
devil, in robbing God of his honour, and preroga- 
tive, which is the hearts and affections of the sons 
and daughters of men. For when the great Crea- 
tor made his first settlement upon man and wo- 
man, he gave them the earth here, and the heaven 
hereafter, for their inheritance, and that, to them 
and their heirs for ever: providing always, that 
they gave this acknowledgment to their great Lord, 
that their hearts should be his, a small and reason- 
able chief-rent. But they rebelled, and so for- 
feited their right, and came under the curse, from 
whence Christ came to deliver their offspring : 
some were restored ; — it was his work to do so, and 
to build up the waste places. But not many ages 
after, an apostasy comes, — ^not as at unawares, or 
by chance ; it was foreseen, its beginnings, conti- 
nuance, and end. During this apostasy, the devil 
has sat as God, and therefore is called the God of 
this world, and prince of the power of the air, 
that rules — where ? — in the saints ? in the sancti- 
fied ? — no such matter : where then ? in the hearts 

N 
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of the children of disobedience, that obey not 
the truth as it is in Jesus» 

Thus hath God been robbed of his honour, 
propriety, and prerogative, and they have been 
given to another than the only true and living 
God. Some have made over their hearts to worldly 
honour and preferment ; others to earthly riches ; 
others to pleasures; others to uncleanness ; others 
to their outward and temporal comforts : — O ! many 
ways there are to forget the Lord. 

But the robbery ends not here : — ^man loseth his 
own soul : — and what can he give in the dreadful 
day of account in exchange for his poor soul P 
People have sold their birthright for a mess of 
pottage: they have robbed themselves of their own 
peace ; and of their eternal inheritance with God, 
when time shall be no more. — Which leads me to 
the next commandment, as amply broken as any 
of the rest, namely, *' Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour.^' For, alas ! there 
has been no true one borne by Christendom since 
the primitive days : — and how should she ? since 
she has slain the faithful and true Witness, and 
crucified him in her streets : nay, and done her 
endeavour to root out all his friends and brethren, 
yea, if possible, to extinguish the very life of the 
Son of God in all that live upon the earth. Nor 
could she compass all these tragical designs, had 
she not made use of false witnesses. For she has 
been occasioned to hire people to swear lies, in all 
ages, against the witnesses of Jesus, as the Jews 
did to Jesus and his disciples. 

When did she imprison, banish, kill ; but under 
the notion of schismatic, heretic, blasphemer, 
enemy to God, Christ, and holy church, with the 
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like pretences P Is not this to give false witness 
against innocent neighbours ? But this is not all 
which proves the breach of this commandment ; 
the whole life of Christendom does it too amply 
and too lamentably. For are they not false 
witnesses, who affirm things they never saw, and 
make profession of things they do not know P If 
so, when did Christendom see, taste, and handle 
of the word of eternal* life, which she verbally 
professeth, which is as a fire, an hammer, an axe, 
a two-edged sword, the word of regeneration, of 
reconciliation, and of patience, an holy light, and 
lamp to the soul. Which brings me to the last 
head, being the substance and matter of it, 
namely, the blasphemy and lying of Christendom 
so called. 

This great beast rose out of the filthy sea, the 
corrupt ages of this world, long after the primitive 
times ; — hath heads, which is, perfection of wit 
and policy ; — and ten horns, that is, mighty power ; 
-^has had and yet hath the name of blasphemy 
written upon all his heads ; that is, a profession 
of God in words, whilst he is denied in works ; — 
the grand destructive atheism of the world : it is 
the blasphemy of all blasphemies, to call God 
Father, when bom of the devil. What ! to en- 
title the pure God to such an impure offspring P 
to live in the vanities and pleasures and lusts of 
this world; and yet to say, "Is not God our 
Father, and is not the Lord on our side ?" No, 
he is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, much 
more to own the children of sin, or to have 
communion with them : " What hast thou to do 
to take my name into thy mouth ; that hatest to 
be reformed ? though thou criest, I will not hear, 

N 2 
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and though thou callest, I will not answer. Be- 
hold, I will make them known to be of the syna- 
gogue of Satan, that say, they are Jews, and are 
not" And this is the greatest of all lies, the lie 
that is in the right hand, the place of greatest 
strength and esteem, — religion and worship : — to 
say they are Christians, and are not; to profess 
Christ in the history, and crucify him in the mys- 
tery. To confess to his outward coming, and resist 
his inward appearance in themselves ^ to keep the 
day of his external birth, while they make merry 
over him> slain and cruci6ed in their own hea- 
thenish hearts; rebelling against his light in their 
own consciences, — ^which is Christ's day to them, 
and Christ is God's . everlasting day — O what will 
be the end of such ! *' Ye uncircumcised in heart 
and ear, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost, as 
did your fathers, so do ye;" and yet call your- 
selves the seed of Abraham and children of God, 
but love and choose a murderer and Barabba^, 
rather than Christ, the Son of the living God. Oh i 
what more abominable lie can be told than this P 
And will not all such, be shut out among them 
that work and make a lie P if they embrace not 
the day of their visitation, and come to the Truth ; 
and by it be made free from every evil way. 

This is that great iniquity which has profaned 
the holy place, — that cursed abomination, which 
stood so long till it hath made desolate the place 
which God hath sanctified for himself, — the hearts 
of the sons and daughters of men ; the first and 
last living temple of God : every beast of prey, 
every imclean bird has taken up their dwelling 
there, insomuch that God has been like a stranger 
to the noblest part of the workmanship of his own. 
hands. 
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And though the Lord has not left himself with- 
out witnesses in any age; yet they were so few, 
and most of them, though accepted according to 
their day and work, yet so short as to the main 
work, that a remnant can say. When the Lord 
first opened the eyes of their understanding, the 
world lay in a great heap of wickedness, vanity, 
and confusion : all following the desires of their 
own hearts, to gratify the lusts of the same, living 
vainly and wantonly upon the earth : — yea, the 
whole earth looked like one great wilderness, full 
of briars and thorns, birds and beasts of prey. 

And when God poured out of the Spirit of 
judgment and of burning upon us, not only 
making us sensible of his holy terrors in and for 
ourselves, but of that day of fiery trial he would 
suddenly overtake the world withal; our faces 
gathered paleness, and our knees smote together, 
our hearts fainted, our lips quivered, and our bel- 
lies trembled : and all, that we might rest in the 
day of trouble. Hab. iii. 16. 

But while we were under the lightning and 
thunders, and great earthquakes, wars, and ru- 
mours of wars, such as had not been since the 
foundation of the world, as to us — (for the sun 
became darkened, and the moon was turned into 
blood, and n6ne of the stars of the night appeared,) 
— while our agonies took strong hold upon us, and 
we were in the extremity of our pains ; O ! the 
gazing-stock that we were made to all, yea, spec- 
tacles to God, angels, and men. Some said, we 
were bewitched ; others that we were strongly pos- 
sessed of the devil ; all astonished : parents beat- 
ing and disowning their children : children insult- 
ing over their parents : masters evilly entreating 
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their servants: servants abusing their masters: 
the husband using violence to the wife : the wife 
becoming strange and unnatural to her own hus- 
band: and all most cruelly vexed, abused, and 
tormented by the mi^strates, through the wicked 
and unwearied instigations of the priests of all 
sorts, by gaols, dungeons, whippings, stocks, pil- 
lories, plunders, &c. O the calamity ! O the bitter 
distress of that day ! and though we were but few 
in that day, and very low, poor, and even despi- 
cable in our own eyes; yet were we exceeding 
strong and valiant in the Lord Jehovah, our ever- 
lasting strength. For our inward man daily re- 
newed, and we greatly loved one another: but 
never till now, did we truly know what Christ was, 
either in conception, birth, reproaches, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, or ascension; a mystery to 
the whole Christian world at this day, who are not 
turned to the light of Jesus in their own consci- 
ences. 

And as in the holy watch we kept, not being 
staggered by the reproaches of the men of this 
world, but with Moses choosing them, rather than 
the treasures and pleasures of Egypt, where our 
dear Lord lay crucified ; we exceedingly grew in 
the grace and favour of God, and we were very 
tender, by any wandering thought, much more by 
any evil act, to grieve this holy Spirit, or Babe of 
righteousness, bom in ourselves, whom we desired 
should reign ; being overcome with joy, that He 
was bom who brought life with him to our immor- 
tal souls. And after we had staid at Jerusalem, 
the city of our God and King, to receive his in- 
structions, commission, and authority, abroad we 
went, upon the pourings out of his Spirit. And 
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we went in the name and power of our God, to 
declare of his judgments, and to tell of his ter- 
rihle day, to cidl all to repentance, and to prepare 
to meet the Lord, to make ready the way of our 
God; who was coming to lay judgment to the 
line, and righteousness to the plummet, to exa- 
mine, sift, and winnow the sons and daughters of 
men ; to judge in righteousness, who will not he 
deceived by vain shows of religion : for he is a 
jealous God of his honour ; and his glory will he 
give to no man, neither will he acquit the guilty, 
or pimish the innocent. 

But ailer this breaking forth of ours, and pub- 
lishing our message to the world, especially to 
professors; the Scribes and Pharisees take the 
alarm, they finding their call, qualification, and 
credit, and, which is most of all in their eye, their 
maintenance, brought into question, and their 
whole kingdom shaking: man-made ministry, being 
proved insufficient ; forced maintenance antichris- 
tian; and that no man could know, much less 
preach, divine things without divine revelations, 
and inspirements ; and that no man was a true 
Christian, much less a true minister, that was not 
bom of water and the Spirit, the fire and Holy 
Ghost They raged greatly, dispatched their Sauls 
to Damascus, to the rulers of the nation, crying, 
** Help, help, or religion is lost, and the kingdom of 
Christ will go down ; behold great deceivers, and 
seducers, and false prophets ; antichrists are risen, 
as was prophesied of, to come in the last days : 
now they are come, bestir yourselves, make laws, 
catch them, whip them, imprison them, banish and 
bum them." 

And truly, they lay in wait for blood, and seve- 
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ral of us were tried for our lives, for blasphemers, 
haled out of their synagogues for our pure tes- 
timony's sake, some crying, " Kjiock the rogues 
down;" " They are witches," said others ; "Devils," 
said others ; " We have a law, and by our law 
they ought to die." 

They never wanted false evidence to produce, as 
well as that we were frequently made offenders for 
our true and savoury words, whether in reproof or 
exhortation uttered, with our lives in our hands, in 
obedience to the heavenly vision. No justice, no 
mercy : if we escaped the multitude, the magis- 
trate had the stocking, imprisoning, or whipping 
us ; if we escaped the magistrate, the multitude, 
at the instigation of the priest, fell like so many 
gpreedy wolves or hungry tigers upon us, beating 
and kicking and dragging us, till some part of our 
flesh has been like a jelly, often breaking our heads 
and bones ; and some they have murdered by the 
like barbarous usage : we not daring all this while 
either to fly the place, or return them one railing 
accusation; committing our lamentable cause to 
God alone, to plead our innocency; having no 
helper in the earth. 

Nor were these things all our suflerings, or the 
depths of our tribulation. By no means; for the 
sharpest of our trials were from men of a religious 
profession, whose hearts contrived mischief, and 
their tongues and pens uttered it with all man- 
ner of slander and contradiction ; insomuch that 
when we were not in the hands of the magis- 
trates or multitude; we were almost perpetually 
employed in disputations and conferences, per- 
sonal or by writings. On which occasion, the world 
loving its own, we had great difliculty and wrong ; 
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such perversions of our words and sayings, such 
flouts and jeers, such interruptions and noises, as 
would have been abhorred of sober heathens. 

However, we bore it all, through the holy pa- 
tience of Jesus ; and in the end of these encounters, 
with Ephesian-like beasts, we rarely missed of 
some gained to the faith. And finding at long run, 
that they could neither wrangle, slander, nor per- 
secute us out of that testimony we had borne for 
the living God, and perceiving that the multitude 
began to flag, and would no longer be the instru- 
ments of their cruelty, taking notice of our great 
increase, notwithstanding all these oppositions ; as 
also seeing that some of their own kindred and ac- 
quaintance were converted, whom they always con- 
fessed to be more religiously addicted than them- 
selves, and that this change augmented both their 
virtue, and their tender love to their kindred; 
many gave over this way of proceeding ; and some 
moderate respite we had for a time. But persecu- 
tion by fits ; — that is, as at any time the clergy has 
prevailed with the civil magistrate : and because 
most, if not all, other ways of nonconformity hide 
and slink, using their politics for self-preservation ; 
and that we cannot desert our standard or testi- 
mony, (s^nce it were to be accessory to the preva- 
lence of darkness,) therefore hath sulBTering been 
our lot above all other nonconformists ; as our na- 
tion can witness. 

But, blessed be the name of the everlasting God, 
he hath been as a pillar of fire by night, and a 
pillar of cloud by day, and a rock in a weary land, 
and a pure spring by the way-side ; and has sus- 
tained us by the invisible cordials of his own love, 
life, peace, and joy ; and in the ai'k of his eternal 
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testament preserved us ; making good to us what 
he promised of old, — That the old lions should be 
hungry, and the young lions lack their food, and the 
youth should faint ; but they that waited upon the 
Lord, and trusted in their God, should renew their 
strength : and no good thing would be withheld from 
them ; they should walk, and not be weary ; they 
should run, and not faint. Yea, he often compassed 
us about with many and precious promises, and 
great was our resolution for the Lord ; that with 
Habakkuk we could say, " Though the fig-tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines, the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cutoff 
from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls ; yet we will rejoice in the Lord, we will joy 
in the God of our salvation : the Lord God is our 
strength, and he will make our feet like hind's feet, 
and he will make us to walk upon the high places ;'* 
and that hath he done many a time to our astonish- 
ment. For he hath given us power from on high 
to bind kings in chains, and nobles in fetters of 
iron, to tread upon the necks of our enemies, and 
to possess the gates of them that once hated us. 
O, I could write a volume of the judgments and 
mercies and faithfulness of the Lord ; who hath 
kept us, increased us, confirmed us, protected us, 
and comforted us to this very day : for which thou- 
sands are the souls and spirits, iJiat day and night 
in white linen, the raiment of the first resurrection, 
bow and reverence, honour and praise, glorify and 
exalt him, that sits upon the throne, and the 
Lamb who is worthy for ever ! 

But much of that wonderment, sufifering, and . 
reproach is over; the rigour of our enemies 
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abated ; and the blessed Light and Truth in the con- 
science becomes valuable in the esteem of many, 
and the sincere followers of it greatly respected ; 
and that by persons of very great quality. And 
though the laws, oaths, and other customs of our 
cbuntry restrain men of authority from entirely 
falling in with us, or conferring any secular em- 
ployments upon us ; yet have they with great im- 
portunity sought to us in their own personal and 
family concerns, and reposed all trust and confi- 
dence in us. And blessed be the Lord, who hath 
kept us in the way of integrity, and has so 
marvellously turned the hearts of the great ones of 
the earth> insomuch, that we can say, when those 
who would be thought as the heavens, have sought 
our destruction, " the earth," mere worldly great 
men, have often helped " the woman," and saved 
us from the raging envy of the scribes and phari- 
sees : blessed be the name of the Lord our God ! 
Who is a God like unto him ? 

And furthermore, this know : now that God hath 
made this passage in the land of our nativity ; and 
cast his firm anchor of hope in the souls of many 
thousands in this island, he will suddenly break in 
upon the nations about us ; and all these distresses, 
that now are in the bowels of Europe are to pre- 
parethe way of the Lord. God will thin the people : 
he will pinch, pine, and wither countries ; and into 
confusion shall £urope run more and more: and 
when their distress is complete, then shall they cry 
early and earnestly after the Lord. And welcome, 
O beauteous ! shall the feet of them be, that bring 
glad tidings to the weary, and the distressed ; and 
when Europe is brought so low as to see there is 
no helper in the earth, then shall heaven be in re* 
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quest ; and to heaven shall her inhabitants look ; 
and from thence shall He come into their hungry 
souls, whom they have looked for. 

And this is the word of the Lord that lives in my 
soul to you : the Lord whom you look for, shaU 
suddenly come to his temple, — even your hearts. 
O prepare, prepare ! make ready ; watch unto his 
appearing in you, to make you a fit habitation for 
his holiness to dwell in. Let him have your whole 
hearts ; let the mangers be for the beasts, and not 
for the Babe of glory, whose very birth brings 
glory to God on high, peace on earth, and good will 
towards men. Yet sorrow goes before, and will 
gird all nations ; for in that day, when they shall 
see whom they have pierced, all kindreds, tribes, 
and families shall mourn, as one would sorrow for 
one's first-bom, and be in bitterness as for one s 
only child — and with such shall it be well ; for to 
them will it be not only a day of visitation, but re- 
demption. 

But woe unto the idol shepherds in that day, 
who have fed themselves and not the flock ; who 
have run, and God never sent them ; and cried,*'Thus 
saith the Lord," and God never spake to them ; and 
that have preyed upon the flock, and prepared war 
against those that in conscience could not put into 
their hireling mouths; that have been the great 
emissaries of the false prophet ; and to all that 
commit sin with greediness, and will have none of 
the Lord, nor of the knowledge of his ways. But 
with the priests and rulers of this world, that have 
drank deep draughts of the blood of the saints, and 
martyrs of Jesus, — from the eyes of such shall re- 
pentance be hid in that day, and their tongues wiU 
be scorched with the heat thereof; and they will 
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utter blasphemies against the Most High, and their 
end will be eternal perdition. 

And, '* Behold I stand at the door and knock/' 
saith the Lord God, I am ready to be revealed. It 
shall not be said, the fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge : 
but thus saith the Lord^ Every soul shall bear his 
own burden, and for the iniquity that he hath done, 
shall he die ; unless he die to sin by unfeigned re- 
pentance: for my swift Witness, who is faithful 
and true, is arising, and by him will I plead with 
all flesh. 

Wherefore, woe to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, that have cast my law behind their back, and 
grieved my Holy Spirit ; that have taken counsel 
and not of me, and that have forgotten me days 
without number ; that have lived wantonly upon 
the earth, and consumed their days in pleasures ; 
that have multiplied sacrifices unto me, but have 
not hearkened unto my word ; that serve me with 
their lips, while their hearts are far from me ; that 
offer unto me incense, and yet oppress the Holy One 
of Israel with their iniquities: — my soul loathes 
your assemblies, and your sacrifices are an abomi- 
nation unto me. O, repent ! repent ! why will you 
die ? Turn unto me that I may give you life : 
obey the light of my Son in your hearts, and ye 
shall yet live before me. 

And all you that separate yourselves from the 
multitude, in whom my Spirit has been stirring, 
but have quenched it with your own stirrings, and 
have made a fire of the sticks that you have 
gathered; and that compass yourselves about in 
Uie sparks of the fire that you have kindled, (which 
is not the fire that comes from heaven,) behold. 
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" This shall you have at my hand ; you shall all 
lie down in sorrow." Isai. 1. 11. 

Wherefore, hear and live : my sacrifice is in mine 
own Spirit ; whose motions do thou wait for, in the 
silence of all flesh ; and give up thyself in obedi- 
ence unto the same, and I will touch thy heart 
with a coal from my own holy altar ; and a living 
sacrifice shalt thou offer unto me on my sabbath- 
day, in which thou shalt rest from thy own works, 
and therein shall my soul be delighted, and thou 
shalt rejoice before me : for with me, the Lord, is 
everlasting wisdom, strength, and refreshment 

This M the ancient way of the Lord ! — this is the 
path of our God, To you I write, worthy and great 
women, that you inay walk in it, and be of that 
number, which at this day, (wherein one cries, 
" Lo here," another, " Lo there,") may lay hold 
on the skirt of the true Jew, the spiritual cir- 
cumcision, — revealing himself, it may be, but as 
a day of small things at first in your souls, — ^that 
you may see Him, the only Rock to build upon, 
that your peace may be great in the Lord, when 
troubles are round about you. For by this shall 
the begotten of God be known, and eminently dis- 
covered in the days of universal calamity '.—tran- 
quility, patience, faith, and perseverance, shall 
conspicuously shine in their very countenances. 

Something rose in my heart to write to you of 
my own convincement ; with what entertainment 
I received from kindred, acquaintance, rulers, &c. 
the many circumstances belonging to my conver- 
sion and travail, which, though inferior to your 
quality, might not be ungrateful or unserviceable 
to you : but I see it is not to be this season. Be- 
sides^ I have been very large already ; yet all along 
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in obedience to the love and life of my God in my 
soul, being herein acted beside all regard to worldly 
method, phrase, or contrivance, unworthy of them 
that take in hand to write of divine things at the 
will and appointment of God. 

/ commit and commend you to the Word of Jesus, 
nigh in your hearts, in the holy watches of it, to be 
kept and preserved, that the evil one touch you not; 
and that this holy Word, which is Christ, the Son 
of the living God, may be brought forth in you, 
have room in your hearts to live and grow ; till 
you arc replenished therewith. A great mystery 
it is, — ^but very true, and to the children of light 
very plain ; — ^that He that brings us forth into the 
regeneration, is brought forth in us, the church is 
bom of Christ, and Christ is bom of the church : 
wherefore the apostle wrote to the Galatians, that 
he travailed in birth again till Christ was formed 
in them. And what is this virgin church but so 
many virgin members, that being overshadowed by 
the Holy Ghost conceives, and in the fulness of 
time brings forth this glorious man-child, that is 
to mle the nations. Wherefore, in that pure vir- 
gin life, live ; where the sweet overshadowings of 
the holy life of Jesus are felt, that you may con- 
tinually bring forth fraits to the honour and glory 
of the name of the Lord : which is the way to your 
eternal peace. 

I have but one thing more, and I take my leave 
pf you at this time ; — and that is, — Remember the 
poverty, simplicity, self denial, patience, and the cross 
of Jesus : — ^I beg of you, by all that is dear and 
sacred to you : — shrink not at his baptism, neither 
so much as tamper with any latitude, that would 
evade his bitter cup. Let not his vinegar and gall 
be unpleasant, nor his crown of thorns trouble- 
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some : and, last of all, let not his nails and spear 
be terrible to you ; for they that will not forsake 
him in his agonies^ but be the companions of his 
tribulations, and cheerfully lay down their life, 
and die with him to the world, — ^they, and none 
else, shall rise with him in the newness of life ; 
and ascend with him to his Father, by him to be 
glorified with that glory, which he had with his 
Father before the world began. 

Unto which kingdom, God Almighty conduct 
you, through this earthly pilgrimage. Amen ! 

Yours, in that love and life, which reigned 
before sin or death had a being. 

W. Penn. 



(See Page 22.) 
George Fox to the Princess Elizabeth, 

Princess Elizabeth, 
I HAVE heard of thy tenderness toward the Lord 
and his holy Truth, by some Friends that have 
visited thee, and also by some of thy letters, which 
I have seen ; which indeed is a great thing, for a 
person of thy quality to have such a tender mind 
after the Lord and his precious Truth, seeing so 
many are swallowed up with voluptuousness, and 
the pleasures of this world ; yet all make an out- 
ward profession of God and Christ one way or 
other, but without any deep inward sense and 
feeling of him. For it is not many mighty nor 
wise of the world that can become fools for 
Christ's sake, or can become low in the humility 
of Christ Jesus from their mighty state, through 
which they might receive a mightier estate, and a 
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mightier kingdom^ through the inward Holy Spirit, 
the divine light and power of God ; and a migh- 
tier wisdom^ which is from above, pure and peace- 
able ; which wisdom is above that which is below, 
that is earthly, sensual, and devilish, by which men 
destroy one another about their religions, ways, 
worships, and churches : but this they have not 
from God nor Christ. The wisdom which is from 
above, by which all things were made and created, 
which the holy fear of God in the heart is the be- 
ginning of, keeps the heart clean. By this wisdom 
are all God*s children to be ordered, and with it 
come to order all things to God's glory. This is 
the wisdom that is justified of her children. In 
this fear of God and wisdom, my desire is, that 
thou mayst be preserved to God's glory. For, the 
Lord is come to teach his people himself, and to 
set up his ensign, that the nations may flow unto it 
There hath been an apostasy, since the apostles' 
days, from the divine light of Christ, which should 
have given them the " light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus ;" — and 
from the Holy Spirit, which would have led them 
*' into all truth ;" and therefore have people set up 
so many leaders without them, to give them know- 
ledge ; — and also from the holy and precious faith 
which Jesus Christ is the author and finisher of, 
which faith purifies the heart, and gives victory 
over that which separates from God ; through 
which faith they have access to God, and in which 
faith they please God, the mystery of which is held 
in a pure conscience; — and also from the gospel 
which was preached in the apostles' days, (which 
gospel is the power of God,) which brings life and 
immortality to light in man and woman, by which 

o 
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people should have seen over the devil that has 
darkened them; which gospel will preserve all 
them that receive it in life and immortality. For 
the eyes of people have been after men, and not 
after the Lord, who doth write his law in the hearts, 
and puts it into the minds of all the children of the 
new covenant of light, life, and grace ; through 
which they all come to know the Lord, from the 
least to the greatest : so that the knowledge of the 
Lord may cover the earth, as the waters do the sea. 
This work of the Lord is beginning again, as it 
was in the apostles' days; people shall come to 
receive an unction in them from the Holy One, by 
which they shall know all things, and shall not 
need any man to teach them, but as the anointing 
doth teach them ; and also to know what the righ- 
teousness of faith speaks, the word nigh in the 
heart and mouth, to obey it and to do it. This 
was the word of faith the apostles preached ; 
which is now received and preached again, and is 
the duty of all true Christians to receive. So now, 
people are coming out of the apostasy, to the light 
of Christ and his Spirit ; to receive faith from him, 
and not from men ; to receive the gospel from him, 
their unction from him, the Word ; and as they 
receive him, they declare him freely, as his com- 
mand was to his disciples, and is still to the learn- 
ers and receivers of him. For the Lord God, and 
his Son Jesus Christ is come to teach his people, 
and to bring them from all the world's ways to 
Christ, " the Way, the Truth, and the Life," who 
is the way to the Father ; and from all the world s 
teachers and speakers, to him the speaker and 
teacher, as Heb. i. 1, and from all the world's wor- 
shippers, to worship God in the Spirit and in the 
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Truth : — which worship Christ set up above 1600 
years ago^ when he put down the Jews* worship at 
the temple at Jerusalem^ and the worship at the 
mountain where Jacob's well was; and to bring 
people from all the world's religions^ which they 
have made since the apostles' days, to the religion 
that was set up by Christ and his apostles, which 
is pure and undefiled before God, and keeps from 
the spots of the world ; and to bring them out of 
all the world's churches and fellowships, made and 
set up since the apostles' days, to the church that is 
in God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Thess. 
i. 1 ; and to bring to the unity and fellowship in 
the Holy Spirit, that doth mortify, circumcise, and 
baptize, to plunge down sin and corruption, that 
has got up in man and woman by transgression. 
In this Holy Spirit there is holy fellowship and 
unity ; yea, it is the bond of peace of the Prince of 
princes, the King of kings, and Lord of lords : 
which heavenly peace, all true Christians are to 
maintain with spiritual weapons, not with carnal. 
And now, my Friend, the holy men of God 
wrote the Scriptures as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost ; and all Christendom are on heaps 
about those Scriptures, because they are not led 
by the same Holy Ghost as those were that gave 
forth the Scriptures ; which Holy Ghost they must 
come to in themselves, and be led by, if they come 
into all the truth of them, and to have the comfort 
of God, Christ, and them. For none can " call 
Jesus Lord, but by the Holy Ghost ;" and all that 
call Christ Lord without the Holy Ghost, take his 
name in vain. Likewise, all that name his name, 
are to depart from iniquity ; then they name his 
name with reverence, in truth, and righteousness. O ! 

o 2 
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therefore, feel the grace and truth in thy heart, 
that is come hy Jesus Christ, that will teach thee 
how to Uve, and what to deny. It will establish 
thy heart, season thy words, and bring thy salva* 
tion, and will be a teacher unto thee ai ail times. 
By it, thou mayst receive Christ, from whence it 
comes ; and as many as receive him, to them he 
gives power not only to stand against sin and evil, 
but to become the sons of God : if sons, then heirs 
of a life, and a world, and kingdom without end, 
and of the eternal riches and treasures thereof. So, 
in haste, with my love in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who tasted death far every man, and bruises the ser^ 
peni*s head, that has been betwixt God and man, 
that through Christ man may come to God again, 
and praise him through Jesus Christ, the Amen, — 
the spiritual heavenly Rock and Foundation for 
all God s people to build upon, to the praise and 
glory of God, who is over all, blessed for evermore ! 

George Fox. 

Amsterdam, the lih of the 6th 
month, [then called August,] 1677* 

The reply of the Princess was as follows: 

Dear Friend, 
I cannot but have a tender love to those that 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom it is given not 
only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him : 
therefore your letter, and your Friends* visit, have 
been both very welcome to me. I shall follow 
their and your counsel, as far as God will afford 
me light and unction : remaining still 

Your loving Friend, 

Elizabeth. 

Herfoid, 
the 30th of August, 1677- 
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(See Page 114.) 

William Penn to Dr, Hasbert, physician at Emhden* 

Dear Friend^ 
I HAVE very often remembered thee in the deep 
sense of that weighty love of God, which his hea- 
venly Truth raised in my heart to visit thee in ; 
earnestly praying in spirit that thou mightst re- 
ceive a clear understanding of that blessed way of 
life and salvation, which he hath counted a rem- 
nant worthy both to know and to suffer for in this 
day: — ^glory and everlasting honour to his most 
holy name! O my Friend! it is my heart's de- 
sire to the Lord, that he would preserve thee sim- 
ple, upright, and constant in obedience to that 
measure of the heavenly light ; wherewith the God 
and Fatlier of light hath illuminated thee, and unto 
which thou art now turned; in which as thou 
abidest, with thy mind rightly exercised in the 
fear and dread of the Lord God, thou wilt be pre- 
served out of the vain j anglings of the angry, pee- 
vish, and perverse professor, and kept clean from the 
sins and pollutions that are in the profane world. 

O, how many profess God and Christ, ac- 
cording to the historical knowledge of both, but 
never come to the mystical and experimental know- 
ledge of lliem ! No, it is utterly impossible that 
any thing should bring to the internal knowledge 
and experience of the work and will of God, but 
the light and Spirit only by an inward revelation 
and operation. And such as entitle themselves to 
Chri^anity, whilst strangers to the terrors of the 
Lord for sin, and to a purgation from it, by the 
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fiery trials of bis inward judgments, as well as out- 
ward tribulations, (who is as a refiner's fire, and as 
everlasting burnings to all the workers of iniquity,) 
— they are of the synagogue of Satan, and subjects 
of the god of this world, whose throne is in the 
hearts of the children of disobedience unto the 
heavenly light within. And therefore, in the 
name of the Lord God of heaven and earth, I tes- 
tify, that the way for every man and woman to 
come to God, (unto whom darkness can have no 
access, for to it he is inaccessible,) is, to bring his or 
her deeds to the light in him or herself, and see if they 
be wrought in GW, or by him : if they be, the fire 
cannot consume the pure gold ; if they be not, judg- 
ment with the light will pass on God*s behalf upon 
the creature, from whence there is no appeal, without 
due repentance and turning to the light, in it to walk 
in thought, word, and deed, in which the nations of 
them that be saved, must walk and live for ever. 

And because of the righteous judgment this 
heavenly light brings, (for, for judgment is it 
come into the world,) upon the professor, who 
is at ease in the outward courts of profession, 
(which were g^ven to the Gentiles to tread down, 
and which were left out in measuring the evange- 
lical temple of God,) therefore he is so nettled, 
vexed, and in enmity; saying, " You deny the 
Scriptures — you renounce Christ — ^you set up your 
own works, and your light is insufiicient," with 
such like. O ! but the wise man loves reproof, and 
the way thereof is life to his upright soul. But 
this thou must expect from the carnal, fleshly, and 
historical Christian of the outward courts, and 
suburbs of religion, who is an enemy to the spiri- 
tual seed, that sees to the end of all meats, drinks. 
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washings, figures, and bodily exercises : but as thy 
mind is kept stayed upon the light, thou wilt have 
a good understanding given to thee, and a right 
discerning, whereby to comprehend and confound 
all that which may let or stop, whether it be within, 
or whether it be without. For this know, that the 
very same principle that g^ves light, administers 
strength, knowledge, life, raiment, and all that 
shall or can be needed in the spiritual journey to 
the eternal rest. So, dear Friend, unto that I re- 
commend thee, beseeching thee to dwell in it ; for 
by it are all things, that are either reprovable or 
justifiable, made manifest, and whatsoever can he 
known of God (whom to know effectually is life 
eternal) is manifested vnthin. And, O the peace ! 
O the joy ! O the heavenly refreshment that they 
witness, who know a passing, (not from one form 
to another,) but from death and darkness unto light 
and life, and are in the spiritual travel from Egypt's 
land, through the state of condemnation for sin 
(which is Moses in spirit) unto justification, through 
life eternal, which is the gift of God by Jesus Christ. 
The Lord God eternal preserve thee, and keep 
thee stayed in thy mind, out of all wanderings, 
doubtings, or murmurings, in holy faith, resig- 
nation, and patience, till thou witnessest his 
kingdom to be come, and his will to be done 
on earth as it is in heaven ; that so thou mayst be 
a spiritual candle in thy place, giving light in the 
life of righteousness, to the eclipsing of all the dim 
appearances of the formal righteousness, that is 
among the carnal and historical Christians there- 
away, who talk of Christ in swelling words of 
vanity, but leave the cross behind, which they are 
as well to be convinced of,, and condemned for> by 
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the Holy Paraclete, as for the grossest of their 
iniquity ; hoth being an abomination to the Lord. 
And if thou dost freely give up, counting nothing 
dear, to answer the Lord's heavenly visitation of 
love and light unto thee, by living in the cross to 
the sin, righteousness, and judgment that are of 
this world, and testifying to the spiritual, invisible 
way of salvation, (as in the light thou hast re- 
ceived, and yet mayst receive experimental know- 
ledge,) glory, immortality, and eternal life will be 
thy inheritance, when time shall be no more* 
Only this I would leave in caution with thee ; think 
not that thou hast attained all that in the holy 
vision of light may be presented to thee, but rather 
in the light wait to feel the heavenly power to 
arise, that is able to bring into the actual enjoy- 
ment of those states ; and when thou comest thus 
experimentally to know the work of God wrought 
in thyself, thou canst with boldness speak, as one 
knowing whereof thou affirmest, having tasted and 
handled of the Word of life, whether as a hammer, 
fire, 8Word> a washer and reconciler. 

So the Lord God of his remnant and children of 
light, yet more and more enlighten, confirm, and 
preserve thee in and by his eternal power to the 
end ; — for they, and they only, come to be saved. 

I am, in the fellowship of the light. 

Thy endeared Friend, 

W. Penn. 

[Dace, Oth mo. 1672.] 

My love is to thy wife, and salute me kindly to 
those that were at meeting when I was at Embden. 

P. S. Such as can be baptized with that bap- 
tism, and drink of that cup which Jesus was bap- 
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tized with> and drank deeply of; — such^ and such 
alone^ shall sit at his right hand in the high and hea- 
venly place; which is a hard saying to all the no- 
tional and carnal professors of the world ; hut the 
children of light receive it with thanksgiving, and 
sanctify God in their hearts. Amen. 



(See Page 116.) 

Letter of William Penn to the Council and Senate 
of the dty of Embden. 

The King of kings, and Lord of lords, who is 
God of all the families of the earth, incline your 
hearts to justice, mercy, and truth ! 

The noise of your severe treatment of several 
persons that are inhahitants of your state, re- 
proachfully termed Quakers, hath reached these 
parts, BJid filled several with compassion and sur- 
prise: compassion, to hear of the miseries* of 
men, innocent and upright, i^ainst whom you 
have nothing to object, but the pure exercise of 
their conscience to God : surprise, that you, a Pro- 
testant state, should employ your civil power to 
deter, punish, and grievously afflict men for an- 
swering the convictions of their consciences, and 
acting according to Uie best of their understand- 
ings. Methinks you should not be oblivious of 
your own condition in the loins of your ances- 

* Our account says, some were crueUy beaten by order ; others 
banished ; some put in a dungeon, and fed with bread and water 
only ; several fined greater sums of money, it is thought, than 
they had to pay. 
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tors, who you think, with great reason and justice 
strenuously advocated the cause of liberty of con- 
science against the Pope s bulls and the Spanish 
Inquisition ; how did they antichristian all force 
on conscience or punishment for nonconformity ^ 
Their own many and large apologies, and parti- 
cularly their demands at the diet of Nurenberg 
and Spire, are pregnant proofs in the case ; and 
your practice doth not lessen the weight of their 
reasons ; on the contrary, it aggravates your un- 
kindness, let me say, injustice. 

Protestants (and such you glory to bethought) got 
their name hj protesting against impositions ; and will 
you turn imposersP they condemned it, and will you 
practise it ? they thought it a mark peculiar to the 
beast : and can you repute it the care of a Chris- 
tian magistracy ? I mean, that persons must not 
live under your government, unless they receive 
your mark in their forehead or right hand ; which 
in plainer terms is, to submit their consciences to 
your edicts, and to ask your leave, what religion 
they should be of. Remember, that faith is the 
gift of God ; and that what is not of faith is sin : 
nothing can be more unreasonable, than to compel 
men to believe against their belief, or to trouble 
them for practising what they believe, when it 
thwarts not the moral law of God. 

You doubtless take yourselves to be Christians, 
and would esteem it no little injury to be otherwise 
represented ; yet what more unchristian, than to use 
external force, to sway the consciences of men 
about the exercise of religious -worship. Christ 
Jesus, the Lord and Author of the Christian re- 
ligion, censured his own disciples, that would 
have had fire from heaven to destroy those that 
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conformed not to what their blessed Master taught : 
are you surer of your religion ? are you better 
Christians ? or, have you more Christian authority, 
than they that were the chosen witnesses of Jesus ? 
However remember, they called but for fire from 
heaven ; and can you kindle fire on earth to de- 
vour them ? them, I say, that are of your own 
people, merely for their religious dissent from 
you ? Doubtless, if that was then thought no fit 
argument to induce men to conformity by Him 
that was wiser than Solomon, it reflects greatly 
upon your modesty and prudence, that you should 
find out new ways, or rather old exploded ones, 
to efifect so ill a design. Besides, you do not say, 
you know all you ought to know, or that there is 
nothing further to be revealed ; have a care there- 
fore, that you persecute not angels, by being harsh 
to that which you call strange : think not ill, 
much less speak, and least of all act that which is 
so against what you do not perfectly understand. 
I am well persuaded, that those you inflict such 
severe penalties upon, mean well in what they 
believe, (to be sure much better than you think 
they do, or else you are extremely to blame,) and 
that the reason of their present distance from 
you, is not to introduce or insinuate dangerous or 
exotic opinions ; but to live a life of more holi- 
ness, purity, and self-denial, than before. They 
do not think that you walk up to your own prin- 
ciples ; and have reason to believe that the power 
of godliness is much lost among you ; and having 
long lain under a decay and languishing of soul 
for want of true spiritual nourishment, they have 
now betaken themselves to that heavenly gift and 
grace of God in themselves for divine satisfaction — 
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even that holy anointing which is able to teach 
them all things necessary for them to know, as the 
blessed Apostle speaks ; and they find the joys of 
the Holy Ghost in so doing: and I am persuaded, 
they are not less peaceable, sober, just, and neigh- 
bourly than formerly, and altogether as consistent 
with the prosperity of civil society ;--and I am 
sure, this is both found and confessed among us 
here by some men of quality, learning, and vir- 
tue. Further, be pleased to consider with your- 
selves, that you justify the ancient persecutions 
of the Christians and first Reformers, whose su- 
periors thought as ill of them, as you do of these 
men ; nay, you show the Papists what to do in 
their dominions to your own brethren. Do as 
you would be done by. If you would have li- 
berty, give it; you know that God's witness in your 
hearts dictates this to you as an immutable law. 

Could you give faith, it were more excusable 
for you to punish such as should resist ; but since 
that is impossible, the other is unreasonable ; for 
it is to afflict men for not being what they cannot 
be, unless they turn hypocrites : — that is the high- 
est pitch your coercive power can arrive at ; for 
never did it convert or preserve one soul to God ; 
instead thereof, it offers violence \mto conscience, 
and puts a man either upon the denial of his 
faith and reason, or being destroyed for acting 
according to thenu But what greater dispro- 
portion can there be, than what lieth between the 
intellect of men, and prisons, fines, and banish- 
ments ? They inform no man's judgment, resolve 
no doubts, convince no understandings ; the power 
of persuasion is not to be found in any such bar- 
barous actions, no more than the doctrine of Chris- 
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tianity. This course destroys the bodies and 
estates* of men, instead of saving their souls : — 
were they in the wrong, it would become you to 
use God's weapons, his sword of the Spirit, that 
saveth the creature, and slayeth the evil in him : — 
this course tends to heart-burnings and destruc- 
tion ; I am sure it is no gospel argument. 

I beseech you, for the sake of that Lord Jesus 
Christ, who suffered so patiently for hisown religion, 
and so sharply prohibited making other men to suffer 
for theirs, that you would have a care how you ex- 
ercise power over mens consciences. My Friends, 
conscience is God s throne in man, and the power 
of it his prerogative :*— it is to usurp his authority, 
and boldly ascend his throne, to set lords over it. 
Were their conversation scandalous, and destruc- 
tive to the good of your state, you were to be held 
excusable : but verily, no man of mercy and con- 
science can defend your practice upon poor men 
so peaceable and inoffensive. Gamaliel will rise 
up in judgment against you, if you persevere in 
this course. Do not you help to fill the catalogue 
of persecutors, in much love I entreat you ; but 
as becomes Christian men and true Protestants, 
leave men to their particular persuasions of affairs 
relative to the other world, which have no ill 
aspect on the affairs of this. But vice hath an 
evil consequence as to both : therefore punish 
vice, and affect truth and righteousness, and bend 
not your civil power to torment religious dissen- 
ters; but to retrieve good life, lamentably lost 
amidst the great pretences that are made to reli- 
gion. Doubtless, magistracy was both ordained 

* And property, which they repute themsdves guardians of, 
is hereby lost. 
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of God, and elected by men, to be a terror to evil 
doers, and not to them tJiat do well, though of differ- 
ent judgments. You oppugn the Roman Church 
for assuming infallibility to herself, and yet your 
own practice maketh you guilty of the same pre- 
sumption or worse: for, either you do exercise 
that severity upon an infallible knowledge, or you 
do not : if you do, you take that to yourselves^ 
which your principles deny to any church what- 
ever, which is a contradiction ; if you do not, you 
punish people for not conforming to what you 
yourselves deny any certainty about : and how do 
you know but you compel them to that which is 
false, as well as that which is true P Verily, this di- 
lemma is not easily avoided, as well as that this inhu- 
man practice will stain your profession, infame your 
government, and bring a blot upon your posterity. 
Remember that they are men as well as your- 
selves, bom free, and have equal plea to natural 
and civil common privileges with yourselves: 
tlie different persuasion of their consciences about 
things relating to another life, can no ways 
render them un6t for this; it neither unmans 
nor uncivilizes them. They have the same right 
to their liberty and property as ever, having 
by no practice of theirs in the least forfeited any 
of those human advantages, the great charters of 
nature and Scripture have conferred upon them. 
The opulency of your neighbours, and prosperity 
of their affairs^ prove to you that indulgence is 
not inconsistent with policy ; howbeit, you have 
now tried the sincerity of their procedure, by 
what you have already inflicted, and they sus- 
tained : let the time past suffice, and make them 
not sacrifices for their conscientious constancy. 
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If they are in the wrong, it is more than they 
know : will you persecute men for heing what 
they must be, if they will be true to themselves ; 
this were great violence ; rather commiserate, than 
thus violently compel them. I beseech you, seek 
some cheaper way to accommodate yourselves, 
than by their destruction, who are so very remote 
from seeking yours. / the day will come, wherein 
one act of tenderness about matters of conscience, 
shall jind a better reward, than all the severity by 
which men use to propagate their persuasions in the 
world ; and there is great reason for it, since the 
one flows from the Saviour, the other, from the 
destroyer of men» In fine. Let your moderation be 
known unto all men, for the Lord is at hand, whose 
reward is with him ; and he will recompense every 
man, family, state, kingdom, and empire, according 
to the nature of their works committed in this mortal 
body ; at whose bar it shall never be laid to your 
charge, that out of fear of taking God s office out 
of his hands, and being unmerciful to tender con- 
sciences, you admitted men of differing judg- 
ments to dwell quietly among you — truly, you 
cannot be too tender in this point. 

Imitate the God of nature and grace, by being pro- 
pitious Xo all, His sun shineth on all. His rainfalls on 
all, He gives life and being to all; His grace visits all, 
and in times of ignorance, he winketh : and though such 
you may repute ours, I hope you cannot think you 
wink at it, who make such broad tokens of your 
displeasure. Q ! how forbearing and merciful is 
He towards you ! Have you so lately escaped 
the wrath of enemies, and can you already thus 
sharply treat your friends ? Had he entered into 
judgment with you, what had become of you ? 
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Let his goodness to you preyail with you, to ex- 
press clemency to others, that so the great God of 
the whole earth, even the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, who respects not the persons of the rich, poor, 
or powerful in judgment, may show you merqy in 
the day of his righteous judgments. Amen. 

Your Friend, with the greatest integrity, in the 
universal principle of love and truth, 

W. Penn. 

London, 
December 14th, 1674. 



(See Page 147.) 

A Summons or Call to Christendom, in an earnest ex- 
postulation with her, to prepare for the great and 
notable Day of the Lord, that is at the door. By 
William Penn, 

Awake, O Christendom! Awake, and come to 
judgment, for the great and notable day of the 
Lord is drawing apace upon thee : prepare to meet 
him, thou and thy children, for the hour of his 
judgment hasteneth upon you, as travail on a 
woman with child ; in which, all your works shall 
be tried, and that by fire. For the day of the 
Lord shall bum as an oven, and all the proud, 
and all that do wickedly, shall be as stubble. 
Yea, by fire and by sword will the Lord God 
Almighty plead with all flesh; with all fleshly 
worshippers and workers, who live after the flesh, 
to fulfil the lusts thereof: and with the spirit of 
judgment, and the spirit of burning, that is, with 
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spiritual judgment and burning will he visit all 
ranks and regions upon the earth : yea, his holy 
terrors shall take hold of the rebellious, and an- 
guish and distress shall fill the souls of the guilty. 
The faces of nations shall gather paleness, and 
their knees smite together, because of the anger of 
God, that is kindling against them, and his fierce 
wrath, that is revealing from heaven against all 
the ungodly; but more especially against the 
children of the mystery of iniquity : it is in this 
day, that the kindreds of the earth shall mourn 
with a great lamentation. 

O Christendom ! thou hast long sat as a queen, 
that should never know sorrow ; great have been 
thy pretences, and large thy profession of God, 
Christ, Spirit, and Scriptures ; come, let me expos- 
tulate with thee and thy children in the fear and 
presence of Him, that shall bring every word and 
work to judgment. God is pure, and the pure in 
heart only see him : now are you pure ? Do you 
see him ? God is a Spirit, and none can worship 
him aright, but such as come to his Spirit, and 
obey it : do you so ? Christ is the gift of God ; 
have you received him into your hearts ? Does 
be rule there ? Then have you eternal life abiding 
in you : if not, you are not true Christians. The 
Spirit of Truth leadeth into all truth, and the 
children of God are bom of it, and led by it. 
But are you led into all the holy way of Truth, 
bom of this eternal Spirit ? Then you follow not 
the spirit of this world, nor do your own wills, 
but the will of God. You profess the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; but what do you witness and experience P 
What interest have you in them ? Can you set 
to your seal they are true, by the work of the 

p 
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same spirit in yo^ythat gave them forth in the 
holy ancients ? What is David s roarings and 
praises to thee, that livest in the lusts of this 
world ? What is Paul's and Peter's experiencei^ 
to thee, that walkest after the flesh ? 

O you, that are called Christians, give ear a 
little unto me, for I am pressed in spirit to write 
to you : read with patience, and consider my words ; 
for hehold, what I have to say unto you, concem- 
eth your eternal good. 

God hath so loved the world, that he hath sent 
lus only begotten Son into the world, that those 
who believe in him, should have eternal life. And 
this Son is Christ Jesus, ''the true light, that 
lighteth every one coming into the world ;** and 
they that abide not in him, the Light, dwell in 
darkness, in sin, and are under the region and 
shadow of death, — yea, dead in sin, and see not 
their own states, neither perceive the sad condi- 
tions of their own souls. They are blind to the 
things of God's kingdom, and insensible of true 
and spiritual life and motion, — what it is, to live 
to God; and in that state are alienated from God, 
without true judgment and living knowledge, and 
under the curse. For in Jesus Christ, the Light of 
the world, are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, redemption and glory ; they are hid 
from the worldly Christian, from all that are capti- 
vated by the spirit and lusts of the world. And 
whoever would see them, (for therein consist the 
things that belong to their eternal peace,) must 
come to Christ Jesus, the true Light in their con- 
sciences, bring their deeds to him, love him, and 
obey him ; whom God hath ordained " a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and for his salvation to the 
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ends of the earth." Light and salvation are joined 
together ; and none can come to salvation^ but as 
they come first to the lights and submit to the 
manifestation of it, which leadeth to salvation. 
For the nations of them that are saved, shall walk in 
the light of the Lamb, Christ Jesus. Light and 
sanctification are also joined together : — If we walk 
in the light, as God is in the light, the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son shall cleanse us from all sin» And 
light and life eternal are joined together: for in 
the Word, (that was with God in the beginning, and 
was God, by whom all things were made, that were 
made,) was life, and that life the light of men. 
And this is the testimony of Jesus, '' I am the 
light of the world ; he that followeth me, shall not 
abide in darkness, but have the light of life." 
Yea, it is eternal life to believe in him, in Christ 
the Light, to receive, embrace, and to follow him. 
And this is that " true light (saith the same beloved 
disciple) that lighteth every man, that cometh into 
the world,'' Now this light shineth in darkness, in 
the children of darkness, in their dark hearts, in 
their black souls, and defiled consciences ; but, in 
this darkness, they comprehend it not. Neither can 
man know the nature and benefit of it, whilst he 
rebelleth against it ; for the virtue and excellency 
of it, is shut up and hid from the children of dis- 
obedience. To as many as received him of old, 
gave he power to become the children of God ; 
and they that did his will, knew his doctrine to 
be of God, and of power and efficacy to their sal- 
vation. 

But this is the great condemnation of the world at 
this day, that though God hath sent his Son, a 
light, into the hearts of all men and women, to 

p2 
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manifest and reprove their evil deeds^ and to save 
them ; yet they love darkness, they love the lusts 
and imi^nations of their vain hearts better than 
this holy lights that is given unto them for salva- 
tion : they choose Barabbas rather than Jesus. 
Yea, they have set up other lights, than Christ Jesus, 
God's great Light ; and other prophets, than Christ, 
God's great Prophet ; and other priests than Jesus, 
the High Priest of the new covenant : but they 
are dark lights, false prophets, and blind priests. 
"All that came before me," saith Christ, "are 
thieves and robbers \" and all that pray, preach, 
sing, worship, &c. and not by the light and Spirit 
of Jesus, they go before Christ, before Christ 
cometh, before he prepareth their hearts, and 
toucheth their lips with a coal from his heavenly 
altar ; and perform worship in their own will, time, 
and power, and stay not for his leadings. And 
therefore, all such rob Christ of his office, who is 
the Leader of the true Christians ; their heavenly 
High Priest, to anoint them, and offer up their 
sacrifice to God for them ; and Prophet, to let them 
see and know, by his light in their hearts, what 
they ought to do ; according to the new and ever- 
lasting covenant, " I will write my law in their 
hearts, and put my Spirit in their inward parts, 
and they shall be all taught of me, saith the 
Lord." 

Now, this is the question to the whole world 
called Christian : do you see with this divine light P 
have you searched your hearts with it P And are 
you anointed by this High Priest with his holy 
unction, that leadeth into all truth P Doth this 
heavenly Prophet give you vision, and reveal the 
Father to you ? Is he your eye, your head, your 
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wisdom ? Do you live, move, and have your life 
and being in him, in praying, preaching, and 
singing, yea, in your whole conversation ? Are 
you renewed into this life and image, and have 
you heard his voice, and seen his shape? Are 
you witnesses of his holy rebukes, his pure judg- 
ments, the shame and death of his cross ? Is he 
the fountain of your knowledge, the author of 
your faith ? O consider ! Are you of those, that 
have spoke with Jesus, that have been taught in 
the school of his holy cross, students in his hea- 
venly academy ? O have you drunk of his cup, 
and been baptized with his baptism ? Tell me, 
in the fear of the Lord God, you that call your- 
selves Christians, doth he go before you, and lead 
you, as a master teacheth his disciples, and a cap- 
tain leadeth his soldiers ? and do you follow him 
in all the weighty things of this life ? and doth he 
order your minds, and rule your affections ? If 
not, you are thieves and robbers ; for you rob 
Christ of his office. For God hath appointed him 
to be the Leader and Ruler of all people ; yea, it 
is God's decree ; and those that he leadeth not in 
their thoughts, words and works, shall never come 
to God : for all must come to God by him, that 
is, by his light and Spirit ruling in tiieir hearts, 
which sanctifieth, regenerateth, and converteth the 
soul to God. 

And the cause of the confusion and contention, 
which is about religion in Europe at this day, is, that 
men have deserted this true light and Holy Spirit, 
and so are degenerated from the life and power of 
pure and unspotted religion, and have attempted to 
comprehend Christ's doctrines withoutChrist's light, 
and to know the things of God without the Spirit of 
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GocL And being thus miserably erred by wicked 
works from the one Spirit of truth, they have wan- 
dered into the fallible conceits and opinions of 
men. And in this state, one party hath contended 
against another : from words they have fallen to 
blows, and the strongest hath oppressed the weak- 
est And not knowing what spirit they were of, 
have called light darkness, and darkness light; 
putting the sheep's-skin upon the wolf, and the 
wolf s-skin upon the poor sheep of Christ, endea- 
Touring by carnal weapons to enforce their opi- 
nions, and to extort conformity to their persua- 
sions, by worldly laws and punishments. All this 
is out of the light, hfe, and doctrine of Christ Jesus, 
and in the spirit of darkness, confusion, strife, 
and bloodshed, which are of the devil. All which 
Babel, must and shall come down by the light, 
power, and Spirit of Jesus, now rising in the 
world; and hell, death, and the grave shall not 
be able to hinder it. For the set time, the ap- 
pointed time of the Father is come, and the judg- 
ment is begun. 

O ye, that are called Roman Catholics, tell me, 
are you truly Catholic, that is, of an universal 
spirit ? Then you will not persecute, but love all, 
and be tender to all. Are you truly Roman, and 
successors of that ancient apostolical church P 
Then you walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit; yea, the Spirit of Christ dwelleth in you, 
and you are lead by the Spirit of God, and can 
call him Father in truth and righteousness, and 
the Word of God in the heart is your teacher, and 
not the traditions of men ; for so the Romans of 
old time were instructed. O consider, if you are 
true successors, you must follow them in the same 
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nature^ spirit^ and life ; for in that alone standeth 
the Christian succession^ to wit, in Christ: and 
every branch, persons, or church, that abideth not 
in this great Vine, is rejected for the fire. There- 
fore, deceive not yourselves, as the Jews of old 
did, with crying, "The temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord:" and saying, "We have 
Abraham to our Father, and to us belong the 
fathers, covenants, law, priesthood, and chair of 
Moses :" for, as the Apostle said of old, so say I 
to you ; His servants you are, whom you obey ; 
and he that worketh wickedness, is of the devil. 
So that Christ's successors are they, that take up 
his cross, follow him, and that abide in his holy 
doctrine, that keep his commandments, and them- 
selves unspotted from the world. And those that 
follow the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, 
and pride of life, are not of Christ, nor of the 
Father, but of the world ; subjects to the prince 
of the power of the air, and successors of Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Egypt, Tyre, Sidon, and persecu- 
ting Jerusalem ; and not of the harmless, self- 
denying, holy, suffering spouse of Christ Jesus, 
that is ruled in all things by her husband, 
her head, her Lord. O search and try with the 
light of Jesus, if you are not degenerated from 
primitive simplicity and purity ? For g^reat are 
the abominations of all sects, that flow like a 
deluge throughout your countries ! Repent, and 
turn to the ancient apostolical spirit and life, that 
you may enter into the rest of God. 

O you, that call yourselves Evangelics or Gros- 
pellers, are you evangelical P Are you saved from 
the lusts, and pleasures, and dead worships of the 
world, by the mighty power of God, which is the 
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gospel, and led by an evangelical spirit ? If not, 
you are not yet redeemed, you are not yet under 
grace, which is the gospel state. For you are not 
taught by it, but rebel against it ; how then are 
you, who are yet subjects and servants to sin, true 
Gospellers, men of gospel liberty, men of deliver- 
ance and redemption; to whom immortality is 
brought to light, — as it is to all, that truly know 
and receive the blessed gospel ? How can you sing 
the song of the Lamb, that are not delivered by the 
Lamb ; but by your vain conversations crucify the 
Lamb, and do despite to the Spirit of grace, and 
that every day ? The true Gospellers are those, 
that receive the angel's message, who is the gresX 
preacher of the everlasting gospel, namely. Fear 
God, give glory to his name, for the hour ofhisjvdg- 
ment is come ; and no more worship the beast. Do 
you fear God in truth and in sincerity P Then 
are you fearful of offending the Lord, and tender 
of God's glory ; then are your hearts kept clean, 
then are you wise to salvation ; and so you can 
glorify God indeed : otherwise your prayers and 
praises are not evangelical in God's sight. 

But tell me, O ye Gospellers, is the hour of his 
judgment come to you P is it begun at your houses 
yet ? How do you feel it ? — ^hath it broken your 
hearts P hath it contrited your spirits P Have ye 
known the godly sorrow P the chastisements of the 
Lord, and rebukes of the Almighty ? Hath his 
pure eternal Word divided yet betwixt your souls 
and spirits, the joints and marrow P Have you 
ever been weary and heavy laden with sin ? hath 
it been a burden to you P Did you ever cry out 
in the agony of your spirits yet, *' Men and bre- 
thren, what shall we do to be saved ?" '' O ! who 
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shall deliver us from the body of sin here, and the 
wrath to come?" — ^the travail of the holy an- 
cients : — ^if not, you are yet strangers to Christ and 
his kingdom : and if you die in that state, where he 
is gone you shall never come. For Zion, God*s 
city, must be redeemed through judgment, and her 
converts through righteousness : yea, the house of 
God cannot escape it ; wherefore, said one of old> 
*' If judgment begin at the house of God, where 
shall the ungodly and sinner appear ?" O, wo to 
them, that live without the judgments of the Lord ! 
wo to them that cast his reproofs behind their 
backs, and live in earthly pleasures, fatting up 
themselves in their lusts and pleasures, as for the 
day of slaughter, and treasuring up wrath against 
the day of wrath ! O ! the ancient saints lived not 
thus; they worked out their salvation with fear 
and trembling; yea, they gave all diligence, to 
make their calling and election sure. Which way 
do you work out yours? Habakkuk, that holy 
prophet, his lips quivered, and his belly trembled, 
that his soul might rest in the day of trouble : is this 
your state ? Or, are you not rather worshippers of 
the beast at this day, lovers of the worldly, sensual, 
voluptuous life, walking in the lusts of the eye, 
the lusts of the flesh, and pride of life ; like rebel- 
lious Israel of old, forgetting God days without 
number P But, this know ; that all who forget God 
shall be turned into hell. 

Oh ! what is become of the fatherly visitation 
made to your progenitors ; those good beginnings 
sown in persecutions and martyrdoms ? Have you 
answered the loving-kindness of God therein P Have 
you advanced in the way of righteousness P Are you 
become a holy nation, and a peculiar people to 
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God, zealous of good works ? But have you not 
betaken yourselves to the wisdom and learning of 
this world to make ministers, and deserted the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, and fled to the power and policy 
of this world to defend and protect you, and not 
to the name of the Lord, which hath always been 
the strong tower of the righteous ? Nay, are you 
not divided one against another, and turned perse- 
cutors for religion yourselves, denying that liberty 
to others, you took for yourselves ? Ah ! where is 
the royal law, of doing as you would be done unto ? 

Thus have you decayed and degenerated into a 
worldly clergy, and a carnal people, holding and 
maintaining reformed words, in an unreformed 
spirit Yea, are not the same evils, pride, passion, 
malice, wars, bloodshed, persecution, deceit, fleshly 
lusts, wantonness, vain pleasures and sports, yea, 
aU manner of worldly Jindedness to b/foun/ in 
you, that were in the persecutors of your fore- 
fathers, and against which your most serious and 
best ancestors faithfully testified P So that the 
difference now is about words and sentences, and 
not about the life, nature, and spirit of pure and 
undefiled religion ; and men are to be known now 
by their denominations and subscriptions to certain 
human creeds, man-made faiths and forms, and not 
by the Spirit and image of Christ Jesus, by the na- 
ture of the true sheep, and by that holy unction, 
that was the bond of Uie heavenly fellowship of the 
saints of old. 

And you, that are called Reformed, with the rest 
of the subdivided sects, what better are you for 
your names ? Are ye regenerated yet ? Are you 
reformed from the lusts of the eye, the lusts of the 
flesh, and the pride of life ; from the devil and all 
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his works ? Are you bom of the incorruptible 
Seed^ that liveth and abideth for ever P And are 
you come out of the corruptible things, and doth 
Christ lead you P Is the government of your souls 
upon his shoulders P Tell me, is it the new birth, 
that which is bom of God through many tribula- 
tions, the new man created in Christ Jesus, that 
calleth God Father in your prayers, and that 
maketh mention of him in your preachings P Or 
is it the first birth, of the earth, earthly, the old man, 
the corrupt and unregenerated nature, that which 
is bom of the flesh, — ^that is to say, of the seed of the 
evil one, the father of all the fleshly lusts, inven- 
tions, imaginations, and traditions of men, that 
taketh pleasure in the vain and wicked sports and 
pleasures of this apostate world, that forget God, 
and turn his grace into wantonness ; reproaching, 
nicknaming, and persecuting the children of rege- 
neration with scornful names and cruel punish- 
ments ; calling God Father as the Jews did, and 
crucifying Christ afresh by a vain conversation at 
the same time. 

O you degenerated Christians of all sorts, yea, 
all the several sects in Christendom, that have de- 
serted your first love, and degenerated from the life 
and power of primitive godliness ; with the light 
of Christ Jesus in your hearts, examine yourselves. 
€rod hath lighted your candle, search and try 
yourselves ; see, how it ^tandeth with you as to 
your etemal condition, before you go hence, and 
be no more in this world. Consider, are you in 
the trae faith of Christ, or no P For without true 
faith, none can please God ; and without pleasing 
him, no man can be saved. The devils believe, 
yea, and tremble too ; that is more than thousands. 
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called Christians, do; and so far they are short of 
the very devils. Have you faith ? let us try it in 
the name of God. What is it for faith ? Doth 
it overcome the world ? doth it live, and depend 
upon God P can it forsake country and kindred ? 
turn out Ishmael P offer up Isaac P live a pilgrim, 
a stranger in the world P Doth it work by that 
love, which can forsake all for Christ's name's sake P 
doth it fight against the devil P resist his fiery 
darts P overcome his assaults and temptations P 
and finally, purify the soul to God's use P Is this 
your faith, O you carnal, outside Christians P No 
such matter ; for you live in the flesh, fulfilling 
the lusts thereof; and your care is, what you shall 
eat, drink, and put on, and how you should get the 
mammon, friendship, and glory of this world. 
Examine yourselves, and prepare ; for the day of 
the Lord hasteneth upon you. And have a care, 
lest you partake not of the plagues, that God hath 
prepared for Babylon ; — she that calleth herself the 
Lamb's bride, and is an harlot, committing fornica- 
tion throughout all nations and sects; that is, 
those who by a lying spirit have had their hearts 
seduced from God and his holy fear, yet in words 
professed to be his people ; who call themselves 
Jews, but are not ; Christians, and are not, but of 
the synagogue of Satan; being strangers to the 
circumcision in spirit, and the baptism that is 
with fire, and with the Holy Ghost — with fire, 
to consume the fleshly nature; and with the 
Holy Ghost, to beget the heavenly nature in 
man. O the downfal of this great city, and 
the desolation of this false church through all 
the sects in Christendom, is come and coming ! 
yea, in one day shall it be accomplished, even in 
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the day of the appearance of Christ ; who is the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, who by the 
brightness of his coming, and by the breath of his 
mouth in the hearts of nations, shall reveal, and 
destroy this great antichrist, — ^this man of sin, in 
man, that sitteth in the place of God, yea, exalted 
above all that is called God, requiring conformity to 
all his inventions and injunctions upon pain of life, 
liberty, and estate : nor are any suffered to buy or 
sell in this great city, but such as will receive his 
mark. 

Wo to you all, in the name of the Lord, that 
call God your Father, and are not bom of him ; 
that name his name, and hate to be reformed ; that 
call Jesus Lord, and not by the Holy Ghost ; who 
take his pure name into your mouths, and depart 
not from iniquity. I say to you on God*s behalf, 
as God said to the Jews of old ; your prayers, your 
sacrifices, and your solemn assemblies, &c. in an 
unconverted state, are abomination to the Lord. 
No matter for your names, your pretences, your 
creeds ; if you live without God in the world, that 
is, without his holy awe in your hearts, without a 
divine sense of his presence in your souls, and know 
not that godly sorrow, that worketh unfeigned re- 
pentance, the only way to eternal life. Your wor- 
ship God loatheth: a dog's neck, swine's blood, 
yea, to bless an idol, or kill a man, is altogether 
as acceptable with the Lord. O ! God is wroth 
with the feigned worships, as well as common un- 
godliness of the world. Come to Christ's Spirit, 
be led of it, and do not your own wills, but the 
will of Christ Jesus ; and then you shall know the 
true worship. For, the true ministry and worship 
of God stand not in the will, wisdom, or appoint- 
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ment of men, nor can they be performed by unre- 
generated men ; but in the leadings of his eternal 
Spirit, by whom all the faithful offer up themselves, 
an acceptable sacrifice to God, not to live unto 
themselves, but to him that hath purchased them. 
It is true, Christ Jesus died for the ungodly, but 
not that they should continue ungodly, but take 
up his daily cross, and follow him. Christ, said 
Peter, hath offered up himself once for all, leaving 
us an example, that we should follow his steps : as 
he was in this world, so we should be, saith John, 
not conformable to the rudiments, fashions, and 
customs of this world, that pass away ; but trans- 
formed and renewed in our minds, by the grace 
that he hath given us : which grace bringeth sal- 
vation to all that obey it, teaching such to deny all 
ungodliness, and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godlikely in this present evil 
world : because without holiness, none shall ever 
see the Lord : — ^that is God's decree. 

Wherefore, be you not deceived, O you formal 

and titular Christians ! God will not be mocked : 

such as you sow, such shall you reap at the hand 

of the Lord ; yea, for every idle word shall you 

give an account in the day of judgment. Think 

not with yourselves, you have Christ to your Sa^ 

viour, and you are reconciled to God through 

Christ, and that God looketh not upon you, as you 

are in yourselves, but as in Christ; whilst you 

walk not after the Spirit, but after the flesh : for 

the wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. To 

whom P Not to them, that despise his light in 

their hearts, that grieve his Spirit, and by a 

worldly conversation go on to crucify him ; and 
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who follow not Jesus in the way of trihulation and 
regeneration. God is of purer eyes^ than to behold 
iniquity ; and he looketh upon men and women to 
be^ what they really are, and Hot what they imagine 
themselves to be : — ^behold, he cometh, and his re- 
ward is with him ; and he will reward all accord- 
ing to their works. Sinners, while such, can no 
more come into Christ, than into God ; for God is 
in Christ, and Christ is in God : Christ is holy, 
harmless, pure, and undefiled, and separate from 
sinners. And if ever you would have God look 
upon you to be in Christ, you must come into 
Christ: and you *can never come into Christ, the 
new and heavenly man, that is undefiled and sepa- 
rated from sinners, till you come out of sin, and 
the author of it, the devil, the old man of sin, and 
leave your wicked deeds of darkness. 

Therefore be ye separate from every evil way: 
Christ, the immaculate Lamb of God, came not 
only to save men from wrath, but from sin, which 
is the cause of wrath. '' Behold the Lamb of 
God," saith John, " which taketh away the sin of 
the world :*' not their sin, that will not believe in 
him ; but the sins of those that are weary and 
heavy laden, that wait, hunger, thirst, and cry for 
his salvation ; whom God hath given for a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and for his salvation to the ends 
of the earth, O you, that are called by his sacred 
name, repent, repent ! Prepare, prepare to meet 
the Lord, who is coming in the way of his judg- 
ments to visit the inhabitants of the earth ; and 
put away the evil of your doings, and turn to him, 
that he may receive you. 

But wo, in the name of the Lord, to all that 
rebel against the light of Christ Jesus, who serve 
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another master, and follow another captain, and 
obey the prince of the power of the air, who 
reigneth in the hearts of the children of disobe- 
dience. Yea, wo unto all, who are covered with a 
covering, and not of my Spirit ; that take counsel, 
and not of me, saith the Lord : who gather sticks, 
and kindle a fire of their own, and compass them- 
selves about in the sparks, which they have kin- 
dled ; for this shall they have at my hand, — ^they 
shall lie down in sorrow. 

Wo from God to all the will-worshippers, who 
worship, but not in the Spirit and in the Truth ; 
their worship is not available. He that worships 
Grod aright, is turned to the Spirit, and is taught 
and led by the Spirit. And such as have received 
the Spirit of Christ, are not led by their own 
spirits, nor by the spirit of this world, nor accord- 
ing to the inventions and traditions of. men: 
neither do they conform themselves to the customs 
and fashions of this world, nor will they bow to 
the glory of this world, or the God of it. But 
having seen Him, whom they have pierced with 
their vain conversation in times past, they mourn, 
and are in great bitterness, because they have done 
despite to his Holy Spirit of grace, that strove so 
long with them for their redemption. And being 
called by his spiritual call in their hearts, to come 
out of Babylon, the great city of will-worship, 
confusion, and darkness, that is in the earth, they 
cheerfully resign up all to follow him in the nar- 
row way of self-denial, as his holy disciples did of 
old. And such have learned by good experience, 
that without Christ they can do nothing : though 
in these days scarcely any thing is done with him, 
or by him. For he is resisted in his spiritual ap- 
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pearance in the consciences of those^ that make a 
profession of him with their mouths; and there- 
fore he doth not many mighty works in them : 
yea, he is smitten, spit upon, crowned with thorns, 
pierced and crucified of all false Christians, through 
their rebellion and wickedness. 

O wo from the great and just God, that made 
heaven and earth, upon all people, that work ini- 
quity, and forget God! Wo to you kings and 
princes, that have crucified the Lord of life and 
glory ; yea, you have crucified him in yourselves, 
and helped to crucify him in others : he lieth slain at 
this day in your streets. For you have not ruled 
for God, as you ought to have done ; but for your- 
selves, to please your own lusts; and have not 
sought the glory of the Lord, nor the prosperity of 
his work in the earth, so much as the greatness of 
your own names, and to enlarge your worldly 
dominions ; often oppressing the poor, and perse- 
cuting conscientious dissenters; but suffering 
almost all manner of vice and vanity to go un- 
punished. How doth the lust of the eye, the lust 
of the flesh, and the pride of life reign in your ter- 
ritories ? Are not your courts the very schools of 
vanity, and nurseries of worldly lusts and plea- 
sures, which war against the soul, and lead to eter- 
nal destruction? O! you have much to answer 
for before the great God, at the day of his terrible 
tribunal, who have power in your hands, to chase 
away wickedness, and to reform the world. It is 
written, " A king upon his throne of judgment 
scattereth all evil with his eye :" O ! that the 
kings and princes of the world knew this throne of 
true judgment ! That they had this godlike ma- 
jesty, that they would purge their lands of evil 
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doers, that they and their people might escape the 
wrath and vengeance of God, that is ready to be 
poured forth upon them ! 

And wo to you, nobles of the earth, that spend 
your estates in pleasures, and your days in vanity ; 
that, like those of old, drink wine in bowls, and 
stretch yourselves upon couches of ivory : that in- 
vent musical instruments for your mirth, but re- 
member not the afflictions of Joseph, neither con- 
sider of your latter end. What pride, lust, and ex- 
cess lie at your doors ! What spoil and waste do 
you make in the world ! You live, as if you should 
never die, caring only, what you should eat, what 
you should drink, and what you should put on; 
how you should trim, perfume, and beautify your 
poor mortal selves, and at which plays and sports 
you should divert and spend away that trouble- 
some and melancholy thing, called time, (as you 
esteem it,) instead of redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil, and preparing for the eternal 
judgment. Is this the way to glory ? Did Jesus 
give you this example ? O, he is crucified by 
these things 1 This is far from the true nobility 
and Christian honour, that cometh from above. 

Wo to you, judges of the earth, who pervert 
judgment for a reward, that oppress the poor, and 
despise the cause of the needy, who regard the 
mighty and the rich in judgment, and delay justice 
for the fear or favour of man ; that subject the laws 
to your wills, and righteous rules to your passions 
and interest. Repent, and be just, for God, the 
just God, the great Judge of heaven and earth, 
shall judge you all according to your works : and 
dreadful shall that day of his reckoning and tri- 
bunal be to all the workers of iniquity, but espe- 
cially to unjust and corrupt judges ! 
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And wo to you, lawyers, that refuse no cause 
for money ; but will plead even against law, truth, 
and justice, for advantage, teaching your tongues 
to advocate for a lie, and your mouths for gain, to 
plead the cause of unrighteousness ; raising unrea- 
sonable wealth unto yourselves, by the folly, igno- 
rance, and contention of the people. O the equi- 
vocation, deceity falsehood, and iniquity, that is in 
your profession ; in which, you let your consciences 
out to hire at every summons for all sorts of 
causes ; insomuch, that it is the money, and not 
the cause, that prevaileth. And the worst cause 
most commonly is most desired ; because the client, 
doubtful of his success, is usually the most liberal 
to you : this also is for judgment. 

And wo to you, merchants and traders, that 
have not the Lord's fear before your eyes ; whose 
god is gold and gain, that neither buy nor sell 
with regard to his just principle in your con- 
sciences, that use vain and deceitful words, and 
that are not come to the just measure, and the 
righteous balance ; but use frauds for advantage : 
that neither eye the Lord's providence by sea, nor 
his care by land ; but day and night cast about, how 
to raise to yourselves a great name and estate, to 
exalt your nests, and rank your families among the 
rich, and the noble of the earth ! The Lord will 
also plead with you ! Repent, and fear before God. 

Wo to you farmers and countrymen, that reward 
the Lord evil for good, who giveth you increase of 
all things in their proper seasons ; yet you discern 
not his hand, you regard not his care ; you live 
without God in the world : yet no life is fuller of 
the Lord's providence, who preserveth and pros- 
pereth your flocks, who increaseth your wine, your 

q2 
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com^ and your g^ass; instead of remembering 
his goodness with reverence, and in your harvests 
praising him with fear, you sacrifice to your lusts, 
and rejoice only in your fulness ; making merry 
at your harvests without the fear of God, or looking 
to him that giveth you to increase. Repent, and 
fear before the God of the whole earth. 

But above all others, wo to you scribes, phari- 
sees, and hypocrites, you priests and pastors, who 
have taken a charge, that God never gave you; 
who run, and he never sent you ; who say, 7%m* 
saith the Lord, and he never spoke to you, or by 
you : that steal the words of the prophets and 
apostles, and with them, make merchandize of the 
people ; not knowing the pure word of God in 
your hearts, to be as a hanuner, a fire, a sword, to 
destroy sin, and to purge, redeem, and reconcile 
you to God ; but boast in other men's lines, and 
speak things made ready to your hands : that 
teach for hire, and divine for money; who seek 
honour of men, and love the uppermost places at 
feasts : who speak peace to the wicked, and sow 
pillows under their elbows for reward : pleasers of 
men more than pleasers of God. Wo to you, in 
the name of the Lord, that counterfeit his commis- 
sion, and deceive the people; requiring their 
money for that which is not bread, and their 
labour for that which doth not profit: at your 
doors lieth the blood of souls, in which you have 
traded. O you physicians of no value, whom have 
you cured ? Where is the seal of your ministry ? 
[s it not an abominable cheat, that you take money 
to cure, yet cannot cure ; that have no medicine to 
cure ; and at last maintain, that the disease is in- 
curable? You are they, that will neither enter 
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into the kingdom yourselves, nor suffer others. 
For whenever we have seen your delusions, and 
deserted your assemblies, presently a packet of let- 
ters must be sent to Damascus: the magistrate 
must be called upon to be gaoler and hangman for 
the priest What wars, changes, and persecutions 
ever befell the world, since you had a being, in 
which you have not been at head or tail ? O ! 
your practices shall more and more come to light : 
and the day hasteneth, that your very name and 
calling as now held shall be had in abhorrence by 
the nations. O ! you numerous offspring of the 
great, false prophet, that hath been a liar from the 
beginning; hereby is it known, that God hath 
never sent you, that you have not profited the 
people ; they are God's words by the prophet Je- 
remiah. Weep and howl, for the day of your 
great calamity hasteneth upon you ! • Your father 
and mother are come into remembrance before the 
Lord; the hour of their judgment is at the door. 
God will fill you the cup of his fury, you shall 
drink it at his hand. 

O ! I cannot but cry aloud to you all, of all 
ranks and qualities, from the highest to the lowest, 
that walk not after the Spirit, but after the flesh, 
daily fulfilling the lusts thereof; that you would 
repent, and be saved. O how hath Christ's reli- 
gion been profaned, and his holy name blasphemed 
by the lewd life of professed Christians ! The 
very heathen are scandaled, and the nations round 
about have you in scorn and derision. Arise, O 
God, for thy name's sake ! O what tremendous 
oaths and lies ! What revenge and murders, with 
drunkenness and gluttony ! What pride and 
luxury 1 What chamberings and wantonness ! 
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What fornications, and adulteries ! What masks 
and revels! What lustful ornaments, and en- 
chanting attire ! What proud customs, and vain 
compliments! What sports and pleasures! What 
plays and romances! What intrigues and pas- 
times! Again, what falseness and treachery! 
What avarice and oppression ! What flattery and 
hypocrisy! What malice and slander! What 
contention and law-suits ! What wars and blood- 
shed ! What plunders, fires, and desolations ! 

And it is not only committed by Christians in 
general one against another, but by Christians of 
the same faith, sect, and church one against ano- 
ther; praying to the same God to destroy one 
another ; and singing psalms to God, when they 
have wickedly destroyed one another. O the fires, 
murders, and rivers of blood, that lie at the doors 
of professed Christians ! If this be godly, what 
is devilish ? If this be Christian, what is pagan- 
ism ? What is anti-christian ? But to make God 
a party to their wickedness :■— O profanation ! O 
blasphemy ! What need is there of any other 
demonstjration, that Christendom is foully apos- 
tatized from the doctrine and example of Christ 
Jesus and his true followers ; who saith, " If ye 
love me, keep my commandments : by this you 
shall be known to be my disciples, if you love one 
another. Whosoever doth not love his brother, is 
of tlie devil, and whosoever hateth his brother, is 
a murderer ; and ye know, that no murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him.*' And it is not to be 
supposed, that they kill one another in love : for 
murder is not the eflTect of love and brotherly- 
kindness ; but of malice, envy, and revenge. O 
Christendom ! how art thou and thy children de- 
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generated from God, and fallen from the doctrine 
of Christ, whose holy name thou professest ! Thou 
art become a city full of un cleanness, following 
other lovers, than Jesus, whose spouse thou pro- 
fessest to be. O thou rebellious city, thou cage of 
unclean birds, thou and thy children have filled 
the earth with a stink of your abominations ! 

O how expert have you been in these impieties ! 
How ingenious to work wickedness, and how 
fruitful in your inventions to gratify the lust of 
the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life! 
O how hath the heathen nature, as an evil leaven 
prevailed, and leavened the great body of Chris- 
tians at this day, as if the end of Christ's coming 
into the world, had been to furnish us with a new 
profession, but not to give us a new nature ; to 
teach men to talk, and not to live ; to cry Ho- 
sanna, but in works to crucify him. What did 
the heathens, that Christians have not done ? 
Yea, the same lusts, vanities, and impieties, that 
reigned among them, are to be found improved 
among Christians. So that it is paganism made 
free by the Christian profession, or heathenism 
christened : and not to conform to the heathen in 
the Christian, is not to be a Christian, but an hea- 
then. O the ignorance as well as wickedness of 
the present Christian world ! Verily, the Chris- 
tian life is oppressed under this mass of darkness 
and impiety, found in the conversations of apos- 
tate Christians ; even as Christ was grieved and 
burdened with the darkness and obstinacy of the 
apostate Jews. And as the hard-heartedness of 
the false Jews crucified him outwardly, so hath 
the hard-heartedness of the false Christians cru- 
cified him inwardly : which hath fulfilled what 
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is recorded in the Apocalypse, namely, that the 
Lord was crucified in Sodom and Egypt spiritu- 
ally so called : for the false Christians are the 
spiritual Sodom and Egypt, who love and live in 
Sodom's sins, and Egypt's lusts and pleasures. 
Yea, they are of the race of them, that stcmed the 
prophets, and crucified the Lord of glory : of the 
same nature and spirit O the hlood of Jesus 
lieth at their doors shed, spilt, and trod under 
foot of them ; and will one day cry for eternal 
vengeance against them, if they repent not with 
unfeigned sorrow, and turn to the Lord with their 
whole hearts: certainly, wo, anguish and trihu^ 
lation shall be their portion for ever ! That which 
they have grieved, shall grieve them; and that 
which they have bruised and resisted, shall reject 
and torment them : yea, it shall be a never-dying 
worm, and an endless pain to them. O wo to 
the worker of iniquity in that day ! Wo to the 
slothful servant ! Wo to the mocker and scoffer ! 
Wo to the drunkard and unclean person! Wo 
to them that spend their days in vanity, and their 
life in earthly pleasures ! Wo to the proud pha- 
risee, and disdainful scribe! Wo to the fearful 
and unbelieving ! Wo to idolaters and liars ! 
Yea, and wo from God to all the cruel persecu- 
tors of the innocent lambs and sheep of Jesus, for 
their pure conscience to him ! For they shall 
have their part in the lake, that bumeth with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death. 

O that you might escape this great damnation 1 
And I testify to you in the word of the Lord, that 
God giveth unto you all a day of visitation, in 
which you may escape the wrath to come. For 
this end, God hath sent his Son a light into your 



OR CALL TO CHRISTENDOM. 233 

hearts; it is he, which manifesteth all your thoughts^ 
words, and deeds unto you ; it is he, which checks 
and reproves you ; yea^ it is he, which expostulates 
and strives with you; it is he, that knocketh at 
your doors, and awakeneth you to judgment : who 
condemneth every unfruitful thought, word, and 
work in you. Repent, I exhort you, turn to him, 
hear his voice, and harden not your hearts ; but 
while it is to-day, and the light shineth^ and the 
Spirit striveth, O humble yourselves, bear his judg- 
ments, love his reproofs ! And though bis word 
be as a fire in your hearts, and though you are 
even scorched within you, because of the heat 
thereof; yet bear the indignation of the Lord, in 
that you have sinned against him. Wait, watch, 
and walk in the light of the Lord Jesus ; that in 
his blood you may feel remission of sins, and sane- 
tification unto life eternal : that you may no more 
walk after the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof, but 
in the spirit of holiness ; that you may be sealed 
unto the day of redemption. O the peace, the 
joy, the pleasure, and the undeclarable comfort, 
that is daily met with in the holy and righteous 
way of the Lord ! 

O ! this riseth powerfully in my soul, that his 
form hath no comeliness in it, that will please 
flesh ; his way and worship is most remote from 
it. Flesh and blood have no share in his worship; 
the will and runnings of man have no part in his 
way. It is neither at the mountain, where one 
sort runneth; nor at Jerusalem, whither another 
sort goeth ; but in spirit, within the vail, hid from 
flesh and blood : yea, there it is, that his worship 
is known and performed. Any form is more plea- 
sant, than this : his visage is more marred than 
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any man's. All will-worship, all human inven- 
tion findeth acceptance, where he cannot find a 
place to lay his head on. O this is a bitter cup to 
the creature ; few will drink it! They are hard 
to be persuaded to sit still, and patiently to wait 
for the salvation of God, to let him work all their 
works in them and for them. They know not 
what it is, to have the mouth in the dust, to have 
all flesh silent before the Lord, that the voice of 
God may be heard ; that he may prepare them, 
and that the will of God may be brought forth in 
them. O this mystery of iniquity, how hath it 
wrought, and how doth it yet work ! It claimeth 
a right to the living child ; but she hath no right 
to it : she is the womb of death, and can bring 
forth no living fruit to God. All nations have 
drunk her cup : but the hour of her judgment is 
come. She is seen, un vailed, and condemned by 
the living Spirit of God, that is felt, and received, 
and obeyed by a remnant, who are gathered from 
the mouths of idol-shepherds, and all the errings 
and strayings of false prophets, that have no vision ; 
and are come to the Lord, to know his law in their 
hearts, and his fear, and Spirit to be in their in- 
ward parts, and are taught and led by him. And 
these follow the Lamb, and are his host this day, 
that fight under his banner with his holy testimony 
against the whore, false prophet, and beast : and 
behold, they shall prevail. For greater is he that 
is in them, than he that is in the world. 

O this is a great mystery, but a greater truth ; 
Moses, the servant, is externally more comely, 
than he : yea, the prophets were as pleasant sing- 
ers, and as delightful instruments of music ; their 
visions, sights, and glorious prophecies of the last 
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days« and new-covenant times were (says one of 
them of old) as a pleasant song : but the Son, the sub- 
stance^ when he came, — no beauty, no excellency, 
no comeliness. What is the matter ? The way is 
narrow for flesh and blood ; there is a cross must 
be taken up, a bitter cup drunk, and a baptism, 
yea, of blood gone through. Man must die to his 
own will, affections, imaginations, and carnal con- 
ceptions ; he must wait and watch, yea, continually : 
his own religion and righteousness is as odious, as 
liis sin and iniquity, yea, in a sense more dangerous. 
It is no outside, will do ; not that which pleaseth 
the busy, active will and mind of the creature ; 
that gratifieth the external senses, that have pre- 
vailed against the soul. O no ! it is an hidden life, 
an hidden temple, an hidden worship, and that in 
God's time; yea, an hidden manna, an hidden sup- 
per, not discernible by the vain sects in this world. 
Of this tabernacle is Jesus builder, of this covenant 
and worship is he author, of this altar is he priest: to 
this did he gather his of old, and to this is he gather- 
ing the nations. And the bride saith, Come ; and the 
Spirit saith. Come ; and he saith. Come : and blessed 
are they that come, and see, how good he is. 

But such, who like Sodom of old, go on to grieve 
the Spirit of the Lord, to rebel against his light, 
and vex God a jmt Lot, that liveth in the midst of 
them, persisting in their lusts and abominations, 
God s angel shall smite them with blindness : the 
day of their visitation shall pass away, and the 
forbearance of God shall be at an end, and fire 
from heaven shall devour them. Which, with my 
soul, I fervently and tenderly desire you may all 
escape, whom God hath taught to hate your sin, 
deny your glory, and separate from all your false 
worships by his own light. Spirit, and truth, and 
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to follow his dear Son in the way of regeneration, 
-—whose love to me hath taught me to love all man- 
kind, and to seek their salvation. 

William Penn. 

Amsterdam, 
the 20th of the 8th month, 1677. 
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Tender Counsel and Advice, by way of Epistle, to all 
those who are sensible of their Day of Visitation ; 
and who, wherever scattered throughout the world, 
have received the Call of the Lord, by the Light 
and Spirit of his Son in their hearts, to partake 
of the great salvation : — faith, hope, and charity, 
which overcome the world, be multiplied among 
you. By William Penn, 

My dearly beloved Friends, 
Who are sensible of the day of your visitation, by 
the light of the Lord Jesus in your hearts ; and 
who have gladly received the holy testimony 
thereof, by which you have beheld the great apos- 
tasy, that is in the world, from the life, power, 
and Spirit of God ; and the gross degeneracy, that 
is amongst those called Christians, from the purity, 
self-denial, and holy example of Christ Jesus, and 
his primitive followers ; and how pride, lust, and 
vanity reign, and how Christendom is become a 
cage of unclean birds ; who have mourned under 
the sense thereof, and have cried in your souls, 
" How long, how long, how long, O Lord God ! 
holy and true, will it be, ere thou takest to thyself 
thy great poWer and reignest ?" — ^to whom the world 
is become a burden, and the vanities and glory of 
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it but vexation of spirit ; — who despise the things 
that are seen^ which are temporal, for the sake of 
the things that are not seen, which are eternal ; — 
whose eyes look through and beyond time and 
mortality, to that eternal city, whose builder and 
Maker is God ; — ^whose daily cries and travails are, 
to follow Jesus in the way of regeneration, to live 
as pilgrims in this world, for the sake of that 
glory, which shall hereafter be revealed and can 
never fade away, that you may attain unto the 
eternal rest of God : — To you, my 4ear Friends, to 
you it is, that the God and Father of Him that 
was dead, and is alive, and liveth for evermore, 
Christ Jesus, the faithful and true witness, who hath 
loved and visited my soul, hath now moved upon 
my spirit to write, and visit you with this epistle. 
Receive it then, — and with it, the endeared saluta- 
tion of that love and life, which are not of this 
world, but overcome the world. Great and fre- 
quent are my travails for you, that you may per- 
severe, and not faint, but endure to the end ; that 
you may obtain that glorious salvation and redemp- 
tion, which is in Christ Jesus. Yea, for this are 
my knees bended before the God of the spirits of 
all flesh, that you may be entirely kept, that you 
may so run, as you may obtain, and so fight as 
you may overcome ; — ^that an immortal crown and 
kingdom may be your portion, when all sins and 
sorrows shall be done away. 

And that this you may do, hear my exhortation 
to you in the Spirit of truth. Dwell in the sense, 
that God hath begotten in your hearts by the light 
and Spirit of his Son, who is now, in his Son in 
you, reconciling you unto himself. Watch, that 
this blessed sense be preserved in you, and it will 
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preserve you. For where the holy tense is lost, pro- 
fession, even of the highest truths, cannot preserve 
against the enemy's assaults ; but the gates of hell 
will prevail against them, and the enemy's darts 
wiU wound them, and they will be carried again 
captive by the power of his temptations. Where- 
fore, I say again, live and abide in that light and 
life, which hath visited you, and begotten an holy 
sense in your hearts, and which hath made sin 
exceeding sinful to you, and you weary and heavy- 
laden under the burden of it ; and hath raised in 
you a spiritual travail, hunger, and thirst after 
your Saviour, that he might deliver you, that ye 
might be filled with the righteousness of his king- 
dom, which is without end. 

Dear Friends, God hath breathed the breath of 
life in you, and in measure you live; for dead 
men and women do not hear, or hunger, or thirst ; 
neither do they feel weights and burdens as you 
do. The day of the Lord is dawned upon you, 
and it bumeth as an oven : you know it ; and all 
works of iniquity are as stubble before it : you 
feel it so, — ^they cannot stand before the Lord : his 
judgments take hold of them, and consume them. 
O love his judgments ! that with those of old you 
may say, " In the way of thy judgments, O Lord! 
have we waited for thee ; the desire of our soul is 
to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 
With our souls have we desired thee in the night, 
yea, with our spirits within us will we seek thee 
early : for when thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness." 
Part, part with all, my dear Friends, that is for 
judgment : let him arise in your hearts, that his 
and your enemies may be scattered; — ^that you 
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may witness him to be stronger in you, than he 
that is in the world. If the desire of your soul 
be to his name, and to the remembrance of him, 
you will love his judgments, and abide there the 
days he alloweth for your purification. Behold, 
his blessed visitation is upon you : his angel hath 
saluted you, and his Holy Spirit hath overshadowed 
you; he hath begotten holy desires in you, — I 
pray, that they may never be extinguished, and 
that you may never faint. Wherefore, look unto 
Jesus who is the author, that he may be the 
finisher. I testify for God, he has appeared to 
you; yea, he hath said to you, as to Andrew, 
Philip, &c. "Follow me:" and / say unto you, 
follow him : come and see where he dwelleth ; do 
not lose sight of him, let him be lifted up in you, 
and your eye unto him, who, wherever he is lifted 
up, draweth all such after him. And this is the 
reason, why people are not now drawn after Christ, 
because he is not lifted up in their hearts, he is not 
exalted in their souls ; he is rejected, oppressed, 
crucified, and buried ; yea, they have rolled a stone 
upon him, and set guards, that he should not rise 
in them to judge them. But blessed are you, whose 
eyes have seen one of the days of the Son of man : 
blessed are you, at whose doors he hath knocked, 
to whose heart he hath appeared, who have received 
his holy visitation, who believe it is He, and not 
another, and therefore have said in your hearts, 
with Nathaniel of old, "Thou art the Son of God, 
thou art the King of Israel !" and with Thomas, 
"My Lord, and my God!" O what have you, 
my dear Friends, to do, but to keep with him for 
ever ! For whither should you go, the words of 
eternal life dwell with Him. He is full of grace 
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mnd/mtt of truth, and ofhUfidnest ye have received 
frmce for grace. And this is that grace which 
biingeth salvation to all that receive it, ^oabrace 
it, aiid will be led by it For it teacheth such, as 
it did the ancient Christians, to *' deny all ungod- 
linesB, and the world's lusts, and to live soberly 
and godlikely in this present evil world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, and glorious appearing of 
the great God, and their Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who hath given himself for them to deliver them 
from all sin, and to redeem them from all iniquity." 
You know that you are bought with a price, now 
yam fed it, and in measure discern the precious- 
nesB of that price which hath bought you, namely, 
the life of the dear Son of God. Grieve not his 
Spirit, that is ready to seal you to the day of your 
perfect redemption: but give up your bodies, 
souls, and spirits to his service, whose they are, 
that Uiey may be ordered by him to his glory. 

I write not to you as to the world, for you are called 
out of the world, by him that hath overcome the 
world ; that as he is not of this world, so you may 
not be of this world. Come, then, out of it more 
and more, out of the nature, out of the spirit, out of 
the fruits, and out of the fashions of the world ! 
They are ail for the fire. Christ said, "The world 
loveth its own." Search, with the light of the Lord 
Jesus, what there is in you, that the world oumeth and 
loveth ? For that is its own ? And consider, what 
it is that the world is offended with P Not that 
that cometh from itself, of its own making and in- 
venting, but that which crosseth its inventions, — ^tbat 
is of another nature, and springeth from another 
root O be not conformed to the fashions of this 
world, that please those lusts, which grieve the Spirit 
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0f Grod ; but be ye renewed in your minds ; and 
being so within, you will be as a new people without 

Tbey that have been truly with Christ, are 
quickly discorered, they cannot be hid. So it was 
of old ; the Jews said of the disciples, " These 
men have been with Jesus ;" their speech and car- 
riage betrayed them ; their ontsides were not like 
the outsides of other men ; they were not current 
with the fashions and customs of that time. Nor 
can they that have been with Jesus, conform to the 
vavnfaMons and customs of this world ; wherefore 
be not you, in any sort, of this world, but give 
diligence to make your holy high calling and elec- 
tion sure : for many are called, and few are chosen ; 
and the reason is, they are slothful servants, they 
hide their talent in a napkin, neglect the day of 
their visitation, and work not out their salvation 
with fear and trembling : and then, the night over- 
taketh them, in which they can never work the 
works of repentance ; and the things that belong 
to their peace are hid from their eyes for ever. 

But the Lord forbid, that it should be so with 
any of you ! No, no, I hope, yea, I believe better 
things of you. And I am assured, that as you 
keep your hearts chastely to the light and grace, 
that with which you have been visited of the Lord, 
you shall be kept to eternal salvation. For they 
are saved, that walk in the Light : into the Light 
the enemy cannot come ; for the Light is Christ 
Jesus, and the en^ny hath no part or place in 
him; he is driven out from the holy place by 
transgression, and he is now a fugitive from hea- 
ven ; but he goeth up and down the earth, seeking 
whom he may devour, whom he can catch and 
carry away with his baits and »Diares. 

R 
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Wherefore, wo to the iahabitaats of the earth, 
that is, the earthly inhabitaiUs, such as love and 
live in the earthly nature ; for all such shall be a 
prey to him, he shall have power over them, and 
keep up his kingdom in them. But those that 
receive and abide in Christ Jesus, tlie Light, life, 
and Truth, are out of his reach ; they are in tbe 
munition of rocks, under the pavilion of the Lord, 
and in the safe ark of the most high Crod. How- 
erer, he is permitted to tempt and try, till the tune 
shall come, that he is not only trodden under foot, 
but also bound and cast into the lake, that bum- 
eth with fire and brimstone. And he is the great- 
est enemy to those that turn their backs upon him; 
wherefore, he watcheth to surprise them, that he 
might take them at unawares, and tiiumph over 
their failings. And for that reason, Christ Jesos 
preached the watch earnestly and with repedtioD 
to his disciples. 

Now, my dear Friends, there be several things, 
or the enemy in several appearances, will attend 
you in this holy march, you aje making to the 
eternal land of rest ; of whic^ I would caution you, 
that you may none of you make shipwreck of any 
of those holy beginnings, you have experienced by 
the Light and Spirit of the Lord. Beware of vain 
thottghts, for. they oppress and extinguish the true 
sense. These vain thoughts arise from the enemy's 
presenltations of objects to the mind, and the mind's 
looking upon them, till they have made their im- 
pressions upon the mind, and influenced tbe mind 
into a love of them. This is a false liberty, a dan- 
gerous, yea, destrucUve liberty to the holy sente, 
that God hath begotten in any. For, as that is not 
received but hindisred by such thoughts, so it is 
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not im^MToved,. but destroyed by tbem. Tk$ divine 
sense tn the wul is begotten by the Lard : it is hie 
life and Spirit, hie holy bremth and power, that 
qmcieeneth the soul, emd maketh it sensible of its own 
state and of Gods wiM; and that raiseth fervent 
desires in it to be eternally blessed, TbiB is tilat 
which Satan rageth at; he feareth his kingdom, 
he find^h thstHe is coote that will cast him out of 
his possessions. He crieth oat, ** Why art thon 
come to tocDfcent me before my time ?** He is the 
father of vain thoughts^ he begetteth them in the 
mindy on piurpoae to draw off the mind from that 
sense, and to exercise it in yaiiety of conceptions, 
in a sel^'liberty of thinking and imagining con* 
ceming persons and things. Here he ofTereth his 
baits, and layeth his snares, and never faileth to 
catch and defile tike unwatchful soul. 

Now, if you should say. What are these vain 
thoughts? I tdl you, my Friends, all those 
thoughts and conceptions, that either bring not 
real profit to the soul, or that grieye> hurt, or op*- 
press that holy sense, which- is begotten of God in 
the soul. And that by which thoughts ajre to be 
examined, is the light of Christ Jesus. For as 
'' whatever may be known of God is manifested 
w-ithin man, for there God hath shown it him," as 
sflith the Apo^le Paid to the Romans ; so '' what- 
ever is reproved, is made manifest by the light ; 
for whatever, maketh manifest, is light," saith he to 
the £phesianSi> By this light of Christ Jesus, ex- 
amine yom: own thoughts; see whence they rise, 
from whence they come, and to what they tend. 
O Friends! here is a mystery ; and the evil one 
worketh here in a mystery. For where he cannot 
prevail to draw out the mind fbom its sensible 

r2 
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habitation, to embrace bis representaHons of old 
lusts and pleasures, that are wicked in themselyes ; 
he will present you with lawftd objects, your out- 
ward enjoyments, business, and calling, and steal 
in upon your minds in the crowd of these lawful 
things, and there lay his snaces, hid and covered, 
and at unawares catch you. 

My dear Friends, blessed are they that see Jesus 
their Captain, going before them, and counselling 
and leading them in all their outward and lawful 
concerns, that they offend not. For, my Friends, 
this know ; you may unlawfully think of lawful 
hings, either in thinking on them unseasonably, — 
mark that, — ^when your souls should be wholly re- 
tired, and exercised in the Lord's light, to feel his 
presence, in which is heavenly life : or in thinking 
on lawful things carelessly, not with regard to your 
Guide, even Him that hath bought you throughout 
with his own precious blood, that he might have 
the government of your bodies, souls, and spirits ; 
that is, of your bodily concerns, as wdl as of the 
things relating to your souls and spirits. This 
prevents much harm and mischief in business and 
families, and preserveth the divine sense that €rod 
hath begotten, and the creature in it : so that its 
fellowship and peace with the Lord runneth as a 
river, — it is not stopped or hindered by the designs 
of the enemy. Or lastly, in thinking on lawful 
things excessively, too much, more than is needful, 
without limits; thereby gratifying the fleshly 
mind, which is enmity with God, and that sense 
which he begetteth in the soul. O the mountains 
that are raised, by such vain thoughts, betwixt God 
and the soul ! How doth the soul come under an 
eclipse, lose sight, and at last all sense of the living 
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€rod, like men drowned in great waters ! And thus, 
many have lost their condition, and grown insensible; 
and then questioned aM former experiences, if they 
were not mere imaginations ; till at last they arrived 
at atheism, denying and deriding €hd and his work, 
and those that kept their integrity: for whom is re- 
served the blackness of darkness for ever^ unless 
they timely and truly repent. 

But when this subtle enemy of man's salvation 
seeth, that he cannot make you bow to the glory of 
this world* that all his snares that he layeth in the 
things that are iseen* which are temporal, are dis- 
covered and broken; and that your eyes are di- 
rected to those things that are eternal, then will he 
turn accuser; he will aggravate your sins, and 
plead the impossibility of their remission : he will 
seem to act the advocate for the justice of God, 
that he might cast you into despondency, that you 
may doubt of deliverance and salvation. Many 
are the thoughts, with which he perplexeth the 
sons and daughters of men : but this know, that he 
was a liar from the beginning. For the Lord doth 
Qot visit the souls of any, to destroy them, but to 
save them. For this end hath he sent his Son, a 
light, into the world; and they that bring their 
deeds to it, are not of the devil, who hateth the 
light Neither doth the Lord cause people to 
hunger and thirst after him, and not fill them with 
his good things. Be assured, my Friends, where- 
ever the Lord hath begotten desires after him, and 
wherever sin is become exceeding sinful, yea, a 
burden to the soul, the devil's kingdom is shaken, 
the prince of this world is begun to be judged, and 
God is at work for the redemption of that soul. 
Hearken not to the voice of the serpent, for that 
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lost your first pareots their blessed paradise ; and 
with the same subtle and lying spirit^ he would 
hinder you from returning into paradise. 

Bat when he is herein disappointed, he shifteth 
his temptation, and presenteth another temptation; 
namely, that though you have begun well, yet ye 
will never be abk to hold out to the ^id ; that the 
temptations are so many, and the enemies so 
strong, they are not to be overcome by you; and 
that it were better, never to profess such high things, 
than to fall short of them; that this will but bring 
reproach to the way, and the people of it. Again, 
that it is curiosity, and spiritual pride, and con- 
ceitedness, for you to be thought better than others, 
with the like suggestions, on purpose to staggw 
your resolutions, and weaken your faith. Ah! he 
is a devil still, a liar, and a destroyer : look not to 
him, but to Jesus, who hath called you. Keep 
but your eye to him, of whom the brazen serpent 
in the wilderness was a figure, and he shall cure 
you of all diseases, of all wounds and stingings of 
serpents and scorpions, &c. that may attend you in 
the wilderness travel, which is the hour of your 
temptation. God is exalting him in yon, a Sa- 
viour; therefore be is manifested, namely, to de- 
stroy sin. Yea, stronger is he that is in you, than 
he that is in the world t he is able to bind the 
strong man, and cast him out ; do but believe truly 
in him, and cleave to him. Remember there wen 
evil spies of old, those that brought false intdfi- 
gence, that Canaan was a pleasant land, bnt tbf 
way impassable ; but the faithful entered and in- 
herited. Keep, therefore, in the righteous life of 
Jesus, and walk in his holy light ; and yon shal 
be preserved through all exercises and difficnltie 
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unto the eternal Canaan^tfae land of rest. Neither 
wonder at these things, that temptaticms attend 
you^ or that the Lord trieth and proveth you ; — ^it 
is the way of all that are gone to God. For even 
Jesus was tempted and tried^ and is therefore be- 
come our Captain^ because he overcame. Neither 
be ye cast down, because the Lord sometimes 
seemeth to hide his face from you, that you feel not 
always that joy and refreshment, that you some- 
times enjoy. I know what work the enemy maketh, 
of these withdrawings of the Lord. Perhaps he 
will insinuate, that God hath deserted you in hiis 
displeasure, that you must never expect to see him, 
that he will never come again: and by these and 
the like stratagems, he will endeavour to shake 
your faith and hope, and distract you with fear, 
and to beget great jealousies aild doubts in you ; 
and by impatience and infidelity frustrate your 
good beginnings. But though David said of old, 
in the distress of his soul, " One day shall I fall 
by the hand of Saul;" yet he overcame him, and 
had the crown. Yea, the Lord Jesus himself cried 
out in the agony of the cross, " My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me !" nevertheless he glo- 
riously triumphed over ell, and lead captivity 
captive, for the joy that was set before him: which 
joy is before you ; it is the mark of the prize of 
your great and holy calling. Wherefore faint not, 
neither murmur, if your spiritual Moses seem to 
withdraw awhile from you. Do not you make 
images in his absence, neither Wax wanton; but 
possess your souls in holy fear and patience, wait- 
ing with holy reverence and diligence for his ap- 
pearance, who is your victorious Leader. 

All these things are for your good, that proud 
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flesh may be debased, and that die sool may be 
redeemed. Wherefore, bear the hand of the Lord ; 
whom he loveth, he chastaMth; his anger lasteth 
not for ever, bat his mercies endure for ev<^. 
Shrink not from the pure operations of his holy 
Word, let it divide asunder between the soul and 
q>irit» the joints and marrow in you ; suffer your 
right hands to be cut off, and your right eyes to 
be pludced out, that do offend; let not the pain 
scare you« O bear the pure searchings of this 
heavenly Word ! Yea, if your minds be stayed in 
it, you wiU find it to be a word of patience, which 
will keep you ; for all virtue is in it : keep it, and 
be stilL *' It is good," said one of old, '' that a 
man should both hope, and quietly wait for the 
salvation of God. Yea, it is good for a man that 
he bear the yoke in his youth," — ^this is your 
youth — and such an one " sitteth alone, and keep- 
eth silence, because he hi^ borne it upon him." 
Ak ! blessed are they ikat bear this holy yoke, wha 
are arme to this silence, who die daily ; that not they, 
but Christmay live and rule in them : therefore hear 
him, and take up his cross, and follow him. Fol- 
low him, keep him company ; he hath beaten the 
path, and trod tiie way ; start not aside at his cup^ 
neither shun his baptism: go witii him to Caia- 
phas, to Pilate, and to the cross ; die with him ta 
the world, and you shall rise with him unto life 
eternal. Honour, glory, and immortality, are at 
the &id of this holy race : O that you may run it 
with cheerfulness and perseverance ! 

But this is not the utmost stratagem of the 
enemy : he hath yet a more plausible and a more 
dangerous device, wherewith to destroy the holy 
sense tjiat God hath quickened, wherQ h^ seeth 
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these temptations resisted, and that he cannot 
hinder a religious work in the soul, hy any of 
bis baits taken from the things that are seen ;--**and 
that is, his drawing you into imaginations of God, 
and Christ, and religion ; and into religious duties, 
not in GotTs way or time, nor with Christ's Spirit 
Here he is transformed into the appearance of an 
angel of light, and would seem religious now, a 
saint, yea, a leader into religion, so that he may but 
keep Htm out of his office, whose right it is to 
teach, prepare, liable, and lead his childrrai with 
his holy power and Spirit. Yea, if he can but 
keep the will of the creature alive, he knoweth there 
is a ground for him to work upon ; a place that he 
can enter, and in which his seed will grow. If 
this will of man is standing, he knoweth that the 
will of God cannot be done on earth, as it is done 
in heaven. O ! this will is God's enemy, yea, the 
soul's enemy ; and all wiW-toorship ariaeth hence : 
yea, it is the offspring of the serpent and of the 
will of man ; and it can never please God. Let 
all beware of this ; G<fd is a Spirit, and he will be 
worshipped in his own Spirit, in his own life. The 
worship of God standeth tit the will of God ; and 
is not brought forth of the will of the flesh, or of 
the will of man. Remember that the word came 
not to Esau, the first birth, the hunter that staid 
not at home; but to Jacob, the plain man, he that 
dwelt in tents ; to him came the word of the Lord, 
that dwelt in a still and quiet habitation. For, in 
the true silence is God s word heard, into which 
the hunting nature of Esau, the first birth, can 
never come. It can never stand still, and therefore 
it can never see the salvation of God. Against this 
nature watch, and know Jacob, tht^t inherits the 



250 WILUAH PENN'S 

buth*rigfat; the election of €rod (thou^ now a 
woim) to wresde and prevail. Then worm Jacob, 
in Israel a prince, to wbom belongs the statutes 
and the ordinances. The word came to Jacob, 
and the statutes to Israel : here is dominion, go- 
vernment, exaltation. This is the lot of worm 
Jacob. Wait therefore, till the angel move upon 
the waters, before you step one step. Are yefol- 
lawen of iks Lamb, that kath tinted ytm, the Cap- 
tain of your oalvationP Run not in your oton wilis, 
wait for hit word of command, do nothing of thy own 
hood and eontriviny, yet do all with diligence that ho 
requireth. Remember what became of them of 
old, that offered false fire : O stay, till a coal firom 
his holy altar touch your hearts and your lips. 
JesuB told his mother at the marriage in Cana in 
Galilee, hi$ time wa$ not corns : he rejected the wiU 
in her, and staid till his time was come, that is, his 
Father's time, " in whose hands are the times and 
seasons ;" whose will he came to do, and not bis 
own ; leaving us therein a blessed example, that 
we should also follow his steps, — that is, not to 
attempt to perform «Mfi things of God in our own 
wiUs, nor out of CMts season and time, which is the 
best : for in his seasons, he is with us : but in our 
own seasons and wills, he withdraweth himself 
finom us. And this is the cause, that the nations' 
worshippers have little sense of God in their hearts, 
and that their priests cry out ag^ainst inward sense; 
lest the people should go alone, and come to a 
OMMre acceptable worship. 

My dear Frioids, as you would enjoy God's 
pieBaM«> love> and life, and be acceptable with 
him, wait in his holy light and Spirit that hath 
you, against these stmtagems of Satan, and 
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wake not your Beloved before his time: watch 
agaimt the will, that instrament of Satan, and 
enemy of God's glory, and your own comfort. Let 
it be bridled^ subjected, and kept under Christ's 
yoke, yea, subdued; that the will of €rod may 
be done in you and by you, which bringeth glory 
to the Lord, and eternal peace to the soul. Oyte 
Hgh, rightly begotten, outweigheth a whole volume 
of self-^made prayers; for that which is bom of 
fleshy is flesh, and reacheth not God's kingdom, 
he regardeth it not ; and aU that is not bom of the 
Spirit is flesh. But a sigh, or a groan, arising 
from a living sense of God's work in the heart, it 
pierceth the clouds, it entereth the heavens ; yea, 
the living God heareth it, his regard is to it, and 
his Spirit helpeth the infirmity. He loveth that 
which is of himself, and hath care over it, though 
as poor as worm Jacob. " For the cries of the 
poor, and the sighings of the needy, will I arise,** 
saith the Lord: the poor in spirit, who have 
parted with all, that they may win Christ ; who 
need him only, and seek him above all; who 
have no helper in the earth, but have denied all 
earthly helps, that he might bring and work their 
salvation for them. And as you are not to run in 
your own wills, nor to offer up sacrifices of ymir 
own preparing, so have a care how you touch mth 
those that do; how you bow to their wills, and 
join with their sacrifices. For, all these things 
greatly help to extinguish the divine sense, begot- 
ten in your hearts by the Word of life. And as 
you are faithful to the light and Spirit of Christ, 
which giveth you to discern and relish between 
that which standeth in your own will, and the will 
and motion of the Spirit of God in yourselves ; so 
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will you, by the same light, discern and savour 
between that which proceeds from the will of man, 
and the will and motions of the Spirit of Grod in 
others ; and accordingly, either to have or not to 
have fellowship with them : for what hath light to 
do with darkness P or what hath spirit to do with 
flesh P or what hath life to do with death P for 
** the grave cannot praise thee, O Lord ; death can- 
not celebrate thee ; they that go down into the pit 
cannot hope for thy truth. The living, the living, 
he shall praise thee, as doth my soul this day.** 
This was the testimony of King Hezekiah, and 
it standeth true for ever : according to the Pro- 
phet Isaiah, ** Thau hast ordained peace for xis,for 
thou hast wrought all our works in us" 

Wherefore, I exhort you in the Spirit of truth, 
and in the counsel of the God of truth. Keep in the 
divine sense and watch, if you would endure to the 
end in the will of God. And I say again, Touch 
not with man-made ministries, nor man-made wor- 
ships, let their words be never so true: — Tis but 
man, 'tis but flesh, 'tis but the will ; and it shall 
have no acceptance with God. O! this is the 
golden cup of the whore, that is gone from the 
leadings of the Spirit, with which the nations are 
defiled; have nothing to do with it Keep to 
Christ Jesus, God*s great Light, follow him, as he 
shineth in your hearts, and ye will not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life ; not of death 
to condemnation, as in the world ; but unto life, 
which is justification and peace. And remember, 
that nothing bringeth to Christ, that cometh not from 
Christ. Wherefore, all. ministry that cometh not 
from Christ, God's great Prophet and High Priest 
to all true-bom Christians, cannot bring people to 
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Christ. Man only gathereth to man, to hear and 
believe in man, cmd depend on man. And if the 
church of Corinth sought a proof of Christ's 
speaking in Paul, that had begotten tiiem, and 
had wrought the signs and works of an apostle 
in them; how much more reason hare you, to 
demand a proof of Christ's speaking in the 
priests and ministers of this world, who have 
not wrought the signs and works of apostles 
or true ministers ? And by what should you try 
them, but by the light and Spirit of Christ in you ? 
Yea, it is Christ Jesus in you, that giveth you 
to savour, if others speak from Christ in them. And 
this the Apostle referreth the Corinthians to, for a 
proof of Christ's speaking in him : for nothing 
leadetii to God, but that which came from God, 
even Christ Jesus, the Son of God. O let him be 
your vine : and know him to be your fig-tree : sit 
under his holy teachings, whose doctrine shall 
drop as myrrh upon your souls: he will feed you 
with the brefid of God, that cometh from heaven, 
that feedeth and leadeth them thither that feed 
upon it : and He is that bread. 

Therefore, wait and watch unto his daily and 
hourly visitations to your souls, and against all the 
approaches of the enemy ; that so, he may not 
take you at unawares, but that you may be pre- 
served from the power of his darts, and the force 
of his temptations by the holy armour of light, 
the defence of the faithful ancients : if you be 
willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the 
land. Now is your day, now is your time : work 
while the Light is with you ; for the night cometh, 
in which none can work : — ^not only the night of 
eternal darkness to the wicked, but the night of 
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death unto all ; fox, in the grave there is no repent- 
ance, neither can any man there, work the works 
of God. You know the £(HindalJK>n : is he elect f 
is he precious to you P h^ve ye chosen him P yea, 
I a^n satisfied you have : see what you build upon 
him. Have a care of hay, straw, and stubble! 
have a care of your own wills and spirits I Labour 
not for the bread which perisheth, as all the bread 
of man* 8 making doth : but, labour you] in the light 
and strength of the Lord for the bread which 
never perisheth, that bread which cometh firom 
heaven, which nourisheth the soul in that life that 
is heavenly, and is hid with Christ in Giod, the 
root and father of all life ; that of this fountain 
you may drink, which is clear and pure, and 
cometh from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
and not of the muddy puddle of man's invention. 
There is a bread that perisheth, and there is a 
drink that perisheth, and wo te them that feed 
thereon, for their souls shall perish also^ if they 
repent not. But there is a bread that never peri^- 
eth, and there is a fountain that springeth up unto 
eternal life, and blessed are they that feed and 
drink thereof; for they shall have eternal life with 
God. This is that which only satisfieth what is 
bom of God ; it will feed on no other bread, and 
drink of no othec water. I cannot but warn yon 
all, who are come to- the Lord's day, that yoa 
cease from all other food, from mam, mtd tnoft'c wiU 
and invewtion; for that stifleth the divine sense, 
that overlayeth and killeth this heavenly biith. 
There are no grapes to be gathered of thorns, nor 
figs of thistles : keep to ypur own vine and^fy^iret^ 
Christ J£sus; sit under him, that yoa niay eat 
of his fruit, which is the fruit of life, the hiddea 
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maana; kid from the nature asd spirit of this 
wotld, a mystery unto it Two things consider: 
firsts you must W4u4 till the nwana cometh ; and 
then you are not to be itUe, you aue to work; and 
next^ as it daily cometh, so it must be daily 
gather^ and fed upon : for the manna that was- 
gathered yesterday, will not be food for to-day ; it 
will not keep for that use. As it was outwardly,, 
so it is inwardly. Time past is none of thine : it 
is not what thoa wast, but what thou art ; Grod 
will be (iatly looked unto. Didst thou eat yester- 
day P Thai feedeth thee not to-day: therefore, 
Jesus taught his disciples, and us in them, to pray 
ior our daily bread, for the present sustenance; 
and to look no further, but depend upon the Lord, 
and live by faith in him, ffcat raised up Jesus from 
the dead ; so that the time to come is no more ours, 
than the time past can be recalled. 

Wherefore, blessed are they, that fear the Lord, 
and confide in him, they shall nevjer be con- 
founded : tihey shall lack na good thing ; for the 
L<Hd loveth Israel, he " is good unto Israel," and 
all '' that are of an upright heait ;" whose hearts 
look up to heaven, and not down to the earth ; nei- 
ther love nor live in the vain lusts of the wodd. 
Such shall abide in his holy taJbetnacle, such shall 
dwell in his. holy hill, even they that walk vpriyhtly, 
that work righteousness, and speak the truth in their 
hearts; in whose sight a vile person is contemned, 
but who honour them that fear the Lord, 

1 my dear Friends, I know experimentally, 
that this is.hiud to flesh and. blood, to that which 
is bom of the corruptible seed ; but ihai can never 
enter into the kingdom of God:, tiiat must be 
crucified by Christ, which hath crucified Christ : 
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blood requireth blood. Wbeiefoie, give that which 
18 for the famine to the famine; for the fire, to the 
fire ; and for the sword, to the sword. Let all the 
sinfiil lusts be famished, let the stabble be burnt, 
and the cormpt, yea, and the fruitless tree that 
combereth the ground, be cut down and cast into 
the fire. Let the work of the Lord be done in 
you ; let him purge his floor, and that throughly ; 
that you may come out at pure as gold seven iimes 
tried, fitted for his use who hath chosen you ; that 
you may bear his mark, and wear his inscription, 
*' Holiness to the Loid ;" so you will be vessels of 
honour in his house. Therefore, I say, let your 
houses be swept by the judgments of the Lord, 
and the litde leaven of the kingdom, leaven you 
in body, soul, and spirit, that holy temples you 
may be to his glory. This, I know, is your desire, 
who are on your travel to this blessed enjoyment. 

Well, you believe in God, believe also in Christ, 
the light that hath visited you : and if you truly 
believe, you will not make haste : you will not make 
haste out of the hour of judgement ; you will stay 
the time of your trial and cleansing, that you may 
be, as I said, pure as gold seven times tried ; and 
so receive the Lord's mark and stamp, his image and 
approbation; that you may be his throughout, in 
body, soul, and spirit ; sealed to him in an eternal 
covenant 

Dear Friends, gird up the loins of your minds, 
watch and hope to the end ; be not slothful, nei* 
ther strive ; despond not, nor be presumptuous : 
be as little children ; for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Dispute not, neither consult with flesh and 
blood: let not the prudence of this world, draw 
you from M^ simplicity that is in Christ Jesus. 
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Love and obey the Truth ; hide his living Word 
in your hearts ; though it he as an hammer, a fire, 
a sword ; yet, it reconcileth and bringeth you to 
God, and will be sweeter to you that love it, than 
is the honey, and the honey-comb. Fear not, but 
bear the cross ; yea, without the camp, the camp 
of this world 8 lusts, glory, and false worships. 
But, this know ; when the enemy can prevail by 
none of these stratagems, if you resist him, as 
the God of the world's glory, the prince of the air, 
and the false prophet, then he tumeth dragon; 
then he declareth open war ; then you are heretics, 
fanatics, enthusiasts, seducers, blasphemers, un- 
worthy to live upon the earth. But in all these 
things " rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great 
shall be your reward in the kingdom of the Father." 
What, if your parents rise up against you ; if your 
brethren betray you ; if your companions desert 
and deride you P If you become the song of the 
drunkard, and the scorn and merriment of the vile 
person P Yea, though the powers of the earth 
should combine to devour you, "let not your 
hearts be troubled." Shim not the cross, but despise 
the shame, and cast your care upon the Lord, who 
wiU be afflicted with you in all your afflictions : in 
thejire he will be with you, and in the water he will 
not forsake you, O let your eye be to Him, whose 
name is as a strong tower, the sanctuary of the 
righteous in all ages ; that you may be able to say 
in your hearts with David of old, " The Lord is 
my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear ? 
The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom 
shall I be afraid ? Though an host should encamp 
{gainst me, my heart shall not fear ; though war 
should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 

s 
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One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I 
seek after, — that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to hehold the heanty 
of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. For, 
in the time of trouhle he shall hide me in his 
pavilion, he shall set me upon a rock. When my 
father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up. I had fainted, unless I had be- 
lieved to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. fVait on the Lord, he of good cou- 
rage, and he shall strengthen thine heart : wait, 

I say, ON THE LORD.** 

O ! my dear Friends, let it he your daily and 
hourly work to wait upon God. How often does 
David speak of waiting upon God ? he fdt tin 
sioeetness of it ; therefore retire into your holy 
chamber : be still, and the Lord will speak com- 
fortably unto you. Blessed are they that wait 
upon him ! whose expectations are only from him : 
— " for though the youths shall faint and bo weary, 
and the young men shall utt^ly fall, they thai 
wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary^ they shall walk and 
not faint!** "I waited/' saith David, "/>iUieii/^ 
upon the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry.** And this was his testimony, *' Beholc 
the eye of the Lord is upon them that feajr him, tc> 
deliver their soul from deat^, and to keep theiL 
alive in famine : for the Lord is nigh unto thee 
that are of a broken heart, and saveth such, as he 
of a contrite spirit :** — ^David knew it, therefore b<! 
could speak it 

O ! my dear Friends, who are compassed about 
with miiny tribulations ; the Lord God, your stal 
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and strength, is near you to sustain you. Have 
ye borne the holy reproach of Jesus, and despised 
the shame of his cross, and did he ever desert 
you ? Be not cast down, though to the eye of 
reason there seemeth none to help, no, not one to 
save: thougk enemies wiihin,and euemies without, 
encamp themselves about you; though Pharaoh 
and his host pursue you, and great difficulties be 
on each hand of you, and the dismal Red Sea be 
before you ; stand still, make no bargains for your- 
selves, let all flesh he silent before the Lord, and his 
arm shall bring you salvation Yea, when you are 
ready to go down into the pit, that your throat is^ 
dry with crying, and your eyes seem to fail with 
waiting, his salvation shall spring as the morn- 
ing; because his mercies are to all generations, 
and that the seed of Jacob never sought his face 
in vain. " The poor man crieth," saith David ; 
what poor man was this P He that is poor in his 
own eyes ; that hath no helper in the earth, but God. 
'' This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and saved him out of all his troubles.** " Our 
souls," said the righteous of- old, '* waited for the 
Lord, for he is our help, and our shield for ever.' 

Wherefore, my dear Friends, be not you discom- 
forted, for there is no new thing happened unto 
you : — it is the ancient path of the righteous. " For 
thy sake," says David, " have I borne reproach ; 
I am become a stranger to my brethren, and an 
alien unto my mother's children : when I wept, 
and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to 
my reproach. I made sackcloth also my garment, 
and I became a proverb to them. They that sat 
in the gate, spake against me ; and I was the song 
of the drunkards. Save me O God ! for the waters 

s 2 
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are come in unto my soul : and the water floods 
are ready to swallow me up. They persecute him, 
whom thou hast smitten ; and they grieve those, 
whom thou hast wounded." Do you not know 
this, dear Friends P are not your tears become a 
reproach, your fasts a wonder, your paleness a 
derision, your plainness a proverb, and your se- 
rious and retired conversation a by-word ? Yea, 
when the Lord hath wounded, have not they also 
grieved P And when the Tiord hath smitten you, 
have not they mocked P But this was David's 
joy, ''The Lord is my shepherd,! shall not want : 
he restoreth my soul, he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for his name's sake ; he maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures : he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me." Who was the comforter and 
preserver of Shadn^^h, Meshech, and Abednego, 
that refused to obey the king's command against 
the commandment of God : they would not bow 
to his image ; but rather chose the^ fiery furnace, 
than to commit idolatry, or bow to another thing, 
than to the living God. "Did not we cast three 
men into the midst of the fire P" said Nebuchad- 
nezzar, " Lo ! I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt : and the 
form of the fourth is like the Son of God." O 
my Friends ! the fire obeyeth him, as well as the 
winds and seas : all power is given to the Son of 
God, who is given to you for your salvation. Well, 
Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego, the king call- 
eth out of the fire, and they have no harm ; 
though the mighty men, that cast them into the 
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fiery furnace were consumed. The God of Sha- 
drach^ Meshech, and Abednego^ is magnified by 
the king's decree, and Shadracb, Meshecb, and 
Abednego^ are by the king highly preferred. Here 
is the end of faithfulness ; here is the blessing of 
perseverance. God will bring honour to his name, 
through the patience and integrity of his people. 

And it was this Son of God that preserved 
Daniel in the lion's den ; it was his voice, that 
David said, " divideth the flames of fire ; he 
rideth upon the winds, he sitteth upon the floods. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful, the voice of the 
Lord is full of majesty: they that trust in him, 
shall never be confounded. Blessed are they, 
whose God is the Lord : for he is a present help 
in the needful time of trouble. The angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and he delivereth them. O taste, and see, that 
the Lord is good : blessed is the man that trusteth 
in him. O fear the Lord ; for there is no want 
to them tlfttt fear him. The young lions shall lack, 
and the old lions sufler hunger; but they that 
seek the Lord, shall not want any good thing. 
Many are the afllictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth them out of them all; for the Lord 
redeemeth the souls of his servants, and none 
of them that trust in him shall be made desolate." 

For which cause, my dear Friends, cast away 
every weight, and every burden, and the sin that 
doth so easily beset you. Neither look at the 
enemy's strength, nor at your own weakness ; but 
look unto Jesus, the blessed author of your con- 
vincement and faith : the mighty one, on whom 
God hath laid help for all those, that believe in 
bis name, receive his testimony, and live in his 
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doctrine ; who said to his dear followers of old, 
** Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
Fear not, little flock ; it is your Father's good plea- 
sure, to give you the kingdom : and they that en- 
dure to the end, shall be saved. I will not leave 
you comfortless," said he, " I will come to you : 
he that is with you, shall be in you." This was 
the hope of their glory, the foundation of their 
building, which stand eth sure. And though sor- 
row Cometh over-night, yet joy shall come in the 
morning. "Ye shall weep and lament," said 
Jesus, " but the world shall rejoice ; and ye shall 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy,*' and their rejoicing into howling. " And lo ! 
I am with you always, to the end of the world." 
Be ye therefore encouraged in the holy way of the 
Lord ; wait diligently for his daily manifestations 
unto your souls ; that you may be strengthened in 
your inward man, with might and power, to do 
the will of God on earth, as it is done in heaven. 
O watch, that you enter not into temptation ! Yea, 
watch unto prayer, that you enter not into temptap- 
tion, and that you fall not by the temptation. 
Christ said to Peter, " Canst not thou watch one 
hour ?" Every one hath an hour of temptation 
to go through; and this is the hour, that every one 
is to watch. Jesus, the Captain of our salvation, 
was under great temptations; he was sad unto 
death; he did sweat drops of blood; but he 
watched, he prayed, he groaned, yea, he cried with 
strong cries: but through suffering overcame : and 
remember, how in the wilderness he was tempted, 
but the angels pf the Lord ministered to him. 
So, they that follow him in the way of the tribu- 
lations and patience of bis kingdom, God's angel 
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shall minister unto them all : yea, he will keep 
them in the hour of temptation : he will carry 
their heads above the waves, and deliver them from 
the devouring floods. 

Wherefore, finally, my Friends, I say unto you, 
in the name of the Lord, Be of good cheer ! Look 
to Jesus, and fear not man, whose breath is in his 
nostrils : but be valiant for the Truth on earth, 
love not your lives unto the death, and you shall re- 
ceive a croum of life and glory ; which the God of 
the fathers, the God of the prophets, the God of 
the apostles, and the God of the martyrs and true 
confessors of Jesus, yea, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, shall give unto all those, 
that keep the pure testimony of his Son in their 
hearts, and patiently and faithfully endure to the 
end. 

Now to him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy : to the only wise God, our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen ! 

I am your Friend, that sincerely loves you, and 
earnestly travails for your redemption, 

William PeKn. 
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William Penn to all those professors of Christianity, 
that are externally separated from the visible sects 
and fellowships in the Christian world, (so called,) 
wherever hidden or scattered: true knowledge, 
which is life eternal, from God the Father, through 
Jesus Christ, he increased. 

Friends, 
The first Adam is of the earth, earthy ; the second 
Adam is the Lord from heaven, the quickening 
Spirit : what is bom of flesh, is flesh, and can- 
not enter into the kingdom of Chd; — so far can 
the spirit of mere man come, and no further; — 
but what is horn of God, does inherit life eternal. 
All you, therefore, who are exalted in your specu- 
lations, and refined in your apprehensions, and 
ideas of God, of Christ, of the Spirit, and of liie 
secrets of the heavenly kingdom, examine and 
try, by the light of the Lord Jesus, whether you 
have received your knowledge from Chd, or from men; 
and (when taken in the best part) whether it is 
more than the new wine in the old bottles, which 
cannot endure, nor stand in judgment. Consider 
if it be not the bare, or mere man, that speaks of 
godly matters, what he has heard, or read of others 
labours, rather than the overshadowings and opera- 
tions of the holy and eternal Spirit of Christ in 
yourselves. 

Hereby shaU you know, whether your knowledge 
of God is true or not, namely, if you are re- 
deemed by his righteous judgments, working out 
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all the tin and dross that have been in you, and 
brought to the silence of all flesh, that has no right 
to speak in man, for it knows not the things of 
God, 

Friends, I am pressed by the good Spirit of 
God, to ask you, whether the prince of this world 
\b fully and wholly judged in youp is he beaten off 
of false righteousness, as of sin ? for when he can- 
not prevail with the creature to submit to him, then 
he tempts it to take upon it to govern and guide 
itself, that it should not be taught by Christ, and 
that his own kingdom of darkness should not be 
thereby overturned at once. 

And therefore, deceive not yourselves, O my 
beloved Friends ! Is the glory of the world wholly 
set aside in you P is it at once judged, and under 
your feet P if the Spirit of Jesus fully reigns in 
your hearts, then are you not conformable to any 
of the evil fruits, inventions, and fashions of this 
world, but are inwardly and outwardly gathered to 
the Spirit of Jesus, and the dark world is trodden 
under your feet, in all its appearances ; yea, and 
then you are valiant for the cause of God upon 
earth ; your candles are in their candlesticks, and 
not under the bed or bushel. 

But oh ! is this so P take heed, for that life is 
now risen, which you cannot deceive, but it will 
taste you in all your performances, and judge 
righteous judgment I ask a second time, in the 
fear and name of the holy God, who is a con- 
suming fire i^ainst all that which is counterfeit 
and not true. Is the prince of this world judged P 
as a devil, as a dragon, as a prince of the air> a 
false prophet, yea, as one appearing sometimes 
like an angel of light too P for this man of sin^ 
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and of perdition^ has also his visions, knowledge, 
faith, signs, miracles ; yea, quakings too, yet not 
those that are bom of God, and are inspired, and 
actuated by his Holy Spirit. 

But ah ! are you come so far, that you feel that 
all flesh is silent before Ike Lord ? for that is the 
time when God should speak, and men should 
hear what he says. I say, is Adam silent in you ? 
is thy soul, O man ! passive and quiet, retired from 
aU images, idea«, figures, or self-apprehensions, 
that thou mayst hear and discern what Grod, 
through his Son, will speak unto thee ? he who is 
the blessed teacher, that taught Adam in paradise, 
the good Jews under the law by his angels and 
prophets ; and does yet teach all true Christians 
under the gospel, through his beloved Son, who 
is the glorious Sun and Light of the world, and 
fulness of all dispensations to mankind. 

I say once more, in the fear of the Lord, Friends, 
judge, walk up to what you have attained, and 
reach not beyond your own experience, neither 
glory in your own strength, but in the Lord : do 
not hold the truth in unrighteousness, as all those 
do, who walk not after the Spirit, nor are made 
sensible, through the work of it ; and who make 
not profession thereof. And therefore hear me 
once more, I beseech you : are you got beyond 
your own thoughts? have you found ease and 
peace through Christ in your own consciences ? 
do yon keep the holy watch against the enemy in 
all his appearances, whether selfishness, or sinful- 
ness P forwardness or backwardness in duty ? have 
you conquered that part, or hasty birth, which 
ascends like an eagle, and hovers in the air, bat 
pitches no where that is truly profitable to the 
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soul P is the eye of the vulture bliDded, that 
would peep and spy into the path of the righ- 
teous, which is kept close from all the birds of 
prey, but open to the dove ? ah ! is that which 
delights to comprehend and know more, than that 
which is obtained through daily obedience — is 
that aspiring serpent seen P I say, is that enemy 
seen and judged P and that, through Christ, th€ 
great Prophet of God in you, to whom all judg- 
ment is committed ? if so, you are safe ; but if 
not, then shall your work suffer great damage in 
the fiery day of the Lord. And besides, I say, 
have you received your knowledge by the death 
of the cross ? and have you seen yourselves lost 
without Christ, and risen with him ? then have 
you cast away your brave clothes, and are clothed 
upon with immortality, with the fine linen, and 
raiment of saints, which is the portion of all the 
redeemed of the Lord through judgment, and his 
blessed converts through righteousness, as it was 
with the holy fathers of old. Can you say iH 
truth, and in righteousness, that you are redeemed 
with the same judgments, and converted through 
the same righteousness as they were, and that the 
same pure and spiritual judgment has been the 
beginning of your knowledge and experience ? 
if not, then it is all wrong, and you must begin 
again. For one stone must not stand upon ano- 
ther in that building, which stands in the oldness 
of the letter, and not in newness of the Spirit : 
conviction, redemption, and from an earthly, sen- 
sual, super-sensual life, are the great business, and 
must be wrought by fire, called the baptism of 
fire and the Holy Ghost. Wherefore, deceive not 
yourselves, God will not be mocked : come to the 
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fire, and try your works. Are they wrought in 
God, by and after him, his mind and will, or of 
self-imitations and imaginations that cannot profit 
the poor soul ? If, after God's mind and will — 
there is an end of the faiths, worships, lusts, glory, 
and customs of this world; and the root they 
spring from, is cut down, with all its branches, 
fruits, and leaves, that have shown themselves, 
more or less, under the great apostasy, which 
has spread over the world, and Christendom more 
especially. 

Examine, my Friends, and try this holy guide 
in your hearts by the Word of the Lord, which is 
dividing asunder between the soul and spirit, and 
the joints and marrow, and is a discemer of the 
thoughts apd purposes of the heart : for the heart 
is desperately wicked, who can know it ? yea, the 
secrets and treasures of unrighteousness live in it. 
Examine, therefore, thyself over and over, by the 
light of the Lord, and let his trtie jvdgment take 
place, — ^that which comes from Him, to whom the 
Father has committed all judgment, as well as all 
power. 

I have a godly jealousy about many of you 
whether your knowledge does not exceed your ex- 
perience, at least, your obedience, and whether 
you feed not yourselves with that bread which pe- 
rishes. Beware, therefore, of that tree, whose know- 
ledge Adam purchased with the loss of paradise ; 
for that is the way never to come into the paradi- 
siacal state again. I feel I must say to some of 
you, " Come down, Zaccheus, come down." You 
that find yourselves to be of low statures, and 
therefore mistrust lest the multitude should hinder, 
or hide the Lord from you, whose aU-seeing eye 
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and presence beholds all things ; and therefore re- 
sort to the high tree ; that is, to high notions, that 
you may see or behold him as he is. I say to you. 
Come down ; for salvation is not to be found there: 
no, no ! for it is nearer to you ; it is even come to 
your own houses, yea, to your hearts ; there stands 
Christ your salvation at your doors t knocking ; let 
him in ; for he comes to take away the sins of the 
world, and restore poor man to God again — ^he 
whom God has set to be a Light to the Gentiles, 
and a Leader to the people, and to be his salva- 
tion to the ends of the earth. 

Therefore I recommend unto you, that you be 
not offended at the meanness of his appearance, for 
his day is a day of small things, even as the 
smoking flax, and the bruised reed. 

And this therefore ariseth powerfully in my 
soul, to speak unto you ; that he appears not in 
the form of beauty, which is pleasing to the flesh ; 
and that his way and worship is separated from 
such in the greatest measure. Flesh and blood 
have no part in his service, and the forwardness, 
runnings, and willings of men, have no place there: 
for it is neither upon this mountain, whither one 
sort runs, nor yet at Jerusalem, nor in the private 
chamber, where another sort are seeking, but in 
the Spirit of God, the true worship of God is 
known and performed. Every form is more ac- 
ceptable than his : no man's face or visage, being 
more marred or disfigured than his : all voluntary 
humilities and worships of men, and every human 
tradition or invention of men, has a fairer show, 
and a more grateful appearance than his, of whom 
it is said. He has not a place whereon to lay his 
head. This is a bitter cup for the creature, and 
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there are but few who will drink it ; for it is a hard 
matter to bring men thereunto, namely, to sit stiU, 
and pafiently to wait for the salvation of God, and 
deny all self-actinties and contrivings, and so let 
him will and work all their works in and for them. 
They know not what it is to put their mouths in the 
dust, and all flesh to be silent before the Lord ; that 
he alone may be exalted, and his voice heard ; that 
he may prepare them to do his will in the earth, 
as it is done in heaven. Ah ! how has this mystery 
of unrighteousness wrought, and how does it work 
yet P boasting that the living child belongs to her; 
— but it is feigned, because it is the womb of death, 
and cannot bring forth any living fruit unto God. 
All nations have drank too much of this cup ; but 
the hour of this false spirits judgments is now 
come, and it is seen, revealed, and judged, through 
the living Spirit of God, — which is felt, received, 
and obeyed by a poor people, whom God has de- 
livered out of the mouths of the idolatrous and su- 
perstitious shepherds, and false prophets, — ^who 
have no vision themselves, but who write, preach, 
and pray against it, and persecute those that assent 
to, and profess it, as the gospel privilege and dig- 
nity, — ^who are come to the Lord, and know his 
law written in their hearts, and his fear placed in 
their inward parts, and that are taught and guided 
by him. These follow the Lamb, and hear his 
voice, and are the host of the Lord, in this our day, 
who fight, through their holy testimony, under his 
banner, against the mystical harlot, the false pro- 
phet, and the beast : — ^and, behold, they shall ob- 
tain the victory ; for He that i^ in them, is stronger 
than he that is in the world, that fights against 
them. 



SCATTERED AND HIDDEN PROFESSORS, &C. 271 

And though this be a great mystery, so it is, 
notwithstanding, a greater truth ; to wit, that Moses 
the servant, is externally fairer than Christ ; yea, 
the prophets themselves spake as so many delight- 
ful singers, and like those that play upon pleasant 
instruments of music : for their revelations, visions, 
and glorious prophecies of the latter days, and of 
the times of the new covenant, were, as one of 
them said of the children of that generation, like a 
pleasant song. But when the Son, the substance, 
came, it was without beauty, without ornament, 
and without any external excellency ; which is to 
say, no formality, no observations in meats and 
drinks, or holidays, surplices, altars, vestments, 
offerings, &c. ; instead of which, a strait way to 
flesh and blood, a cross to self-love, and a holy 
watch, are instituted and recommended, by ex- 
ample, as well as precept ; which is a bitter cup or 
draughts, for all to drink that will go to glory ; man 
must die to his own will, inclinations, imagina- 
tions, and fleshly conceits: he must constantly 
wait and watch. Now, his own worship and righ- 
teottsness are as odious to him, as his sin and un- 
righteousness were before : for it is not an external 
matter, nor an external running, or doing, that can 
profit ; nor is it that which pleaseth the busy brain, 
and the nice phantasy of the creature, — because 
while all those things have been stroking the mind 
of the creature, they have been warring against 
the soul ; but it is a secret life, a secret temple, a 
secret service, and that in God's due time ; yea, it 
is a secret manna, a secret supper, which cannot 
be understood by the vain sects of this world. 
And Jesus is the builder of this tabernacle; he is 
the author of this covenant and service : he is the 
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high priest of this altar. Hereunto he has gathered 
those his ancient people^ and hereunto he gathers 
the nations in these our days. The bride says. 
Come/ the Spirit says, ** Come/' and He says. 
Come/' and blessed are those that come, and see 
how good he is to those that love and fear him : for 
all crowns must be laid down at his feet, to him 
that is meek and humble, and rides upon an ass, 
and upon the foal of an ass, the most contemptible 
of all beasts; since God has concluded that he 
should be glorified, and that hosanna and glory 
belongs to him for ever! He shall humble the 
proud, and exalt the humble ; yea, he shall lay the 
mountains low, and exalt the valleys ; — ^to wit, the 
poor in spirit, to whom the kingdom of €rod 
belongs. 

And therefore, do not think yourselves rich, like 
the Pharisees, for you must know this, that a camel 
shall more easily pass through the eye of a needle, 
than a rich man shall enter into the kingdom of 
God. But come to the Seed of God, sown in all 
your hearts, for therein must " all the nations of 
the earth be blessed /' for whose sake, forsake all 
visible things, bow down before it, cleave to it with 
your whole hearts, and learn thereof; for it is in- 
corruptible : that you may thereby be instructed, 
and bom again, that you may be as little children, 
who do not argue with their father, but love, be- 
lieve, and follow him in all obedience and faithful- 
ness, and to such belongs the kingdom of Grod. To 
these, God reveals his secrets : wherefore, the Lord 
Jesus Christ has said, " I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
things" — what sort of things ? the hidden things of 
the kingdom of heaven — '' fiom the wise and pru- 



SCATTERED AND HIDDEN PROFESSORS, &C. 273 

dent, and that thou hast revealed them unto habes; 
even so. Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight." 
For, '* out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, 
hast thou ordained strength, hast thou perfected 
praise :" wherefore, in God's presence no flesh can 
boast 

My Friends, disquiet not yourselves to compre- 
hend divine things ; for they that do so, are of the 
flesh : but wait in stillness upon the God of all 
the families of the earth ; and then shall you have 
a true feeling of him, and of that which feeds the 
soul, and gives the saving knowledge, namely, that 
knowledge which is everlasting: this knowledge 
remains, and stands fast; likewise peace, and ever- 
lasting assurance go along with it. 

For this I testify unto you from the Lord, that 
the fowls of the air, and the imaginations of flesh 
and blood, are the greatest enemies of your souls, 
and of your progress in the way of the Lord. The 
first hath often stolen away the seed, as soon as it 
was sown ; instead of which, it ought to take root 
and spring up ; and hereby the visitations of the 
Lord are of no effect, and your souls remain weak 
and feeble, and the other hath suppressed the seed, 
after it hath sprung up. O the fine imaginations 
of the wisdom of this world ! the fear of man and 
earthly prudence, this comes not from the heavenly, 
saving, and living knowledge ; neither can it ever 
bestow it upon yoa: but true knowledge makes 
courageous and diligent before the Lord, and those 
that are so, are noble in their testimony, patiei)t 
under afflictions, steadfast and cheerful under per- 
secutions. This is the way of the only true God ; 
whose name be glorified to all eternity ! 

Ye then, that have atrue sight of a better hope, and 

T 
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of a xaore lastunghabitatiQnj wha,inthe siagleoiese <if 
your hearts, thvst after the true and liviii^ feeling 
and knowledge of God ; which are like a poor dove 
without conaort> and as a solitary pelican in the 
wildemass, — ^who trmly seeka^rt:Uie Beloved of 
your souk, but have not yet fouad him,*—" Be still/ 
ye tender people ! *' and know that he is God/ 
Who ? Af that 9earch$th the heart, tha^ trieth the 
rdus, Ui^ utteth the ih»ughU qfmen m artier before 
tkeir eye$ : in this stillness shall ye hear him, who 
will teach you where to iind that yoa seek for ; 
yeoy it u He ; for he alone can do it, who maai-!> 
feiteth himself to you. Mary sought Jesus, and 
thought it was the gardener, when she saw him ; 
she asked Jesus for Jesus ; but when he said^ 
" Mary," she answered, " Master," and through 
that word her beloved Master, Jesus, revealed him- 
self, and demonstrated that be knew her, and that 
gave her to know him. For, alas ! he whom you 
seek is near you ; yea, in the midst of you ; it is 
he that knows you, and calls to you, and stalls yoa 
whatever you have done, whether it he justor un* 
juste and it is he that pronounceth judgment 
against those that walk after the Hesb, but speak- 
eth peace and joy to those that walk after, t^e 
Spirit. And, therefore, do not slight his appear- 
ance, but live humbly, and then you shall i sc^rhim 
whom you wait for, swiftly come, and make ^hiimelf 
known to you. 

My beloved, seek not the present £ttaeyOi^-plear 
sures of the flesh; and fear not onan^ butr<JcKJ^ 
Hear me, O my Friends, fqr .|the -LorcLGod. hath, 
sent me unto you, in this epistle.. > Tftke heed ths^ 
y-e €iutrun not y0Vi««lve§^.in,4^^^^^"^ions-^an^ 
openinga ofAk^ beairt,,and4frft*;ya*i^4^d.not y«^ftrr. 
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delves -with thB knowledge of tll6 SMne-j fWtfhi« h 
fict thAt kii6Wledg<e irbieh is etjemul lifer <ei}thoUg^ 
many^ Kod-more e^t^ialhj in Oermany, hate* Idflt 
themselrtss 'thereby. For when they httve received 
inward minMl^^tations from Qod, they were' not 
hombleand 'low, b«t Were exalted in their own 
mind^ abov^ the 'daily cross : which cross is deatfa 
t^ th)ttt whkh ^ prides itself with these visions or 
mahifedtdtions, and have been elevated above th\S 
simplioity 6f t^edience, in a bare profession of thfe 
s^me. 'O the strbtlety of that cunning enemy of 
so«ik ! thist, this hath put a stop to the work of the 
liord : Jfor they have not known the travail, the 
death, and the first resurrection, but without expe- 
rience iived slightly in the delightful representa- 
tions and manifestations of the same. Hereby are 
eome forth whole generations of exalted, spiritual, 
and' high-strained notionists ; who, despising the^ 
gross 'impiety; and dark superstitious contrivances 
of s6cts; ate in the meanwhile entertained by the 
enemy, f who is provided with all manner of suit- 
able baits,) with those likenesses and representa- 
Uktofr'^^ Truth; they dieam of meat, and the feast 
of toberhacles, but when the day of the Lord is at 
hand; Which is to awaken them to rise to judgment, 
b&hbldj thien they ai^ empty and hungry. 

• And' thertefore, take great heed to follow the 
Lord; tod" worfifhip him, — adore him, and not the 
image thou thyself hast made. Do not make calves 
out' <)f' jewels, which thou hast brought out of 
Bgy^t; DoitHrt; boW down thyself before thy oM 
eifperi^c^s; but behold the aim which has helped 
tl¥ee,»ttttd than God who has often delivered thee. 
Biased' iire those who art kept by him iii the daily 
s«tiise<<yrftil^pifeserva[tion;' ibr iheU h^aits will 'not 

T 2 
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run after olher gods. Remember that the manna 
descended from heaven daily, that it duiiy must be 
fmikered and eaien; and that the manna which was 
fathered yesterday, cannot serve to-day for food. 
Now, as it is in tiie natural, even so is it in the 
spiritoaL And therefore, the Lord Jesus has 
taught hia disciples to pray for their daily bread; 
for he is daily with his people, and he goes before 
them. Therefore let nobody loek backward, and 
adore what they have known ; but look forward, on 
Jesus, the author of the true faith, who is mighty to 
finish what he has begun ; because he has not onikj 
brought and delivered his people out of Egypt, but 
he is likewise their spiritual Moses, who has led 
tfiem through the wilderness ; he goes before his 
sheep, and gives them everlasting life — ^namely, to 
those who hear and follow him. But when men 
are negligent in hearing Christ, th«i they wcurk for 
themselves upon their old experiences, and kew to 
iktwiselnes cisiems that can hold no water. Here 
death prevails, and here death talks o( the fame of 
wisdom ; and with this knowledge they feed them- 
selves, and not on the tree of lite. 

Take ye heed, my Friends ; for great is the mys- 
tery of unrighteousness, but the light of Jesus 
Christ discovers the same ; and therefore remain 
tf» this, and from it expect your daily bread, daily 
knowledge, daily wisdom, and daily strength; 
take no thought for the morrow, fw suflScient onto 
the day is the evil thereof. And thus lives the 
seed of faith, the true spiritual generation of the 
believing Abraham, that daily eat of the bidden 
manna, which descends every day from above, and 
which is hidden from the world and its wisdomi 

Wo unto them from God, who make and adoire 
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images, as well of things in heaven, as upon 
earth ; wherefore, examine and try yourselves by 
th« light of the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone 
gives the true understanding, what your knowledge 
is. For the knowledge that is everlasting life, is a 
lively sense, possession, and enjoyment of things, 
which we see inwardly ; and into this, man of him- 
self can by no means come, by all his strivings : 
but this is only obtained by judgments, deep hu- 
miliation, patience, daily watching, and by bearing 
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that not 
only against Satan, but also against our own sel- 
fishness. 

And I testify, that he who attains his knowledge 
another way, is a thief and a robber ; for Christ is 
the door, and through him all must enter; nay, 
through him alone we can come to God ; namely, 
by faithfully receiving him into the heart, and em- 
bracing him,^-first, as a light discovering corrupt 
nature, with all its evil fruits ; then as a judge, 
c(mdemning llie same to the death of the cross ; 
that such may come to die with him to the spiiit of 
the world, and to the bad and vain fruits of it ; as 
also to the spiritual powers in high places, and 
finally to know him as the resurrection and life, 
and as one, who raiseth the soul by the same 
power, whereby God the Father has raised him 
from the dead. 

And here is the pure and living knowledge ob- 
tained ; this is to know and to put on Christ, and 
through him to come to God, and to enter through 
the strait gate ; — ^the strait gate, which is too nar- 
row for flesh and blood. And all that is not bom 
of the eternal Spirit is flesh, and shall wither away 
as grass before the glorious Sun of righteousness, 
which is now arisen ; for his work alone can un- 
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(krgo tfaejudgtment, a^d endiiiethe4riidf 'qajnfglj; 
that which is bom of him, whiob is ^let Ibythe'wiH 
o^'flian in* hiB' own time, nor byhis nmiungiiild wil- 
ling ; but by afae^^ilfl of Ood^ and byi the bcdy ctvei^ 
shudotving of hi» pure Spifiti And tfaiskncyw^Hbait; 
God doth not overahadow the ad<llf4r^»i»i«btit>tbe 
cha^be virgin knind^ Who has ^eani, l^ihAm hew; 
this alone itis, whieh can conceive; «tad.pf>od«ce 
th&lt knowledge which is everlastaUg life;- and aU 
other knovi^ledge at the highest, is- not bi^et than 
tbegoldefi head of that image ^hieh, by tliatsiaall 
^tone cut ont of the mountajn iKritboot bands^ thsM 
be broken into pieces, — that is; vtithoutall tbeattc?, 
i^iences, labour, industry, nvi6d<Mn,< ■w^illy or ixiind 
of men . Nay, it must be broken, beeau^e it ba^ ne 
feet, on which it can sttuod, nor iblHidafeion thai 
can endure the proof: and Ihemfore, ln4|uii« dnlo 
the ibnndation you bnild upon,'-*4hi8 I hegj fbr 
God's sake. Is it upon tbe chief cornerstone? 
upon the stone whieh is eleet and- preeiotis ? 
Is it upon Christ, the true Rock, ^gadnst* ivhon> 
and 'against any one who trtdy depends^ upon 
it, hever shall the gatea of hell pM^vailP $ee 
then, if the gates of hell, in several fbings, do 
not prevail oVer you, as wdll as' over the' grea% bcidy 
of fal6e (DbristiaxKi. Have you not ferfboMi y^u the 
mitrk of the nature of this ^drid'?* D6>'yo«4iot 
bow before any of its cuBtomsf' .Make a^ seaffdi 
with the handle of theiLovcl Jostis, tb«l tethas 
lighted within you, whereby* ^f<fa. sbaiLsae^ittt^lAR 
f¥oits you produce; nam^y, th^>iiataiie^df itl^aa, 
and to what tbey tend ; to wit, ' U' tbcijr aba ^of i|lie 
nature, and tend toibotlust olf <thi»' wiopldj^cyiQcf the 
nature of God, and td his Willi ftk aU 4me Gtai^ 
tiang ought to conlbrm tb^ma^lvQa ublx^Qite r^tfll 
$n all things, that wliat8oe^veintbeyt>do^ikii^£taKi 
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to ttibe. praise and glofyofthe Lojrdi tbfiirild^fi^ 
King and,' La^giveii.)-.-^/ u . . :.<. x. ,,■.<>','/ kc 
, And therefaf e^ iii^e^ ye low. «iid( bumMQi toi tlihof^ 
v!faLQh/hfi$ visHed^jou; be like /worm. Joen^b ; Jifl^ 
tbeXi^wdAwate yoa, but •dwell yoQ< in^ the ^tant^f; 
do tnot- build B^&ls>for Abey muftfcbe.brQl9e«t;i>r6-» 
m^mbeff that humble: and little Di^yM abtwned-tb^ 
fciagdoiPi. whose trust wns only m the nam^ of the 
Lard» ai^ his delight waa in meditatikig m tb^ 
puDe law of hia Grod. 

' This is the visit of my life and lo^e to you^ O ye 
fioattejxid ABd hidden ones. Lift up youjr beads and 
befaoid. your Shepherd and your Sayiour! Tucn 
ye ito faini^ follow him, and live with him* 'Xiet 
Um, tend /you to the place where be feeds^iand 
)where be maJkes bia flock to rest at noon; for^rby 
bis etefnaJ light and Spirit has be gntberedi frf)?n 
off the barren mountains, and from the idolatroiis 
8h«pberdB> a flock,, which he hath led to the fold pf 
fest>>tbrougb many and great tribulations, . Awi^ 
whavetwim ^rm ami immoveablej i$ the true^e${, 
Maviel^: Jem* CktUti and there is no other, ^l^c^ 
lore, it is said, that the true church coming up from 
tike- iViUdiemesa, leans upon the breast of Je^nfs 
Gbrisibi »h4^r beloved, her liord and her bus);>a^d, 
jwbo. ji^ b«r strength and stay ; and all thos^ wbo 
rlea«i(Uf <Ht|ajiotbeir^ will flail in the wilderaes^.^d 
fiei^es QoiQje. to the xest of the hotd, • • 

-. :^h*r«|(0iBe,.4eaii ye upon m other, bu* adhjeyce 
mMi ihim'; ■ wait, .wMobi o^d walk in hi^ .hp\f }igbt, 
Mrbaobrhebasseni. to ]mA yom oisU.of dartoef» ;• t^vl 
4befewkili ]K>Uiwill.b«r enabi«d<'to JptQWibimi from 
^^faomitioeoies^.and.wbam lyott seek; lor then«- 
Ihxi^ who tixe io be aaved, must .walk in the light 
jtoCtheiLonit an^ tise tittne eomes> and now is*, that 
iWiarsballibe«e 'nO'nfse^of.the mp, nor. mooa> nor 
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Bton, but the Lamb of 6ocl» that was tAmn and now 
lives, shall be the light and lift of aU trae Ohm* 
tiana here and hereafter. 

These things were laid upon me by the liord 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful and trae Witnen, 
to write to yoa, and to bear witness of his Hi^om 
and appearance ; that ye might seek, so that ye also 
may find, and that ye should be ready to enter in 
with him to the everlasting supper, and to the rest 
which he has prepared for those, who love him, and 
follow him in the way of r^eneration ; not loving 
th^r lives unto death, for his glmous name and 
testimony's sake : — to whom my soul does humbly 
render honour and praise, and in communion with 
his whole redeemed family upon earth, I ascribe 
all honour, power, and dominion, now, henceforth, 
and for evermore. Amen ! 

W. Penn. 



(See Page 147.) 

A Tender Visitation, in the Love of God that over^ 
eometh the world, to aU people [especially'] in the 
High and Low DtUeh nations, who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, and desire to know and 
worship God in truth and in sincerity ; containing 
a plain testimony to the ancient and apostolical life, 
way, and worship, that God is reviving and exalting 
in the earth, in his Spirit and Truth. By WiUiam 
Penn. 

Friends, 
In that love wherewith Ood, the Father of ail 
mercy, and our Lord Jesus Christ hath ioved and 
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▼isiied my soul, I likewise lo¥e and visit you; 
wishing in the same love, that you with all the 
saints, might come to experience what is the know- 
ledge, £dth, hope, wor^ip, and service, that is of 
and from Grod, and which a^kme is truly acceptable 
unto him. And that you might so nm, as to ob« 
tain ; and bdng armed with the spiritual weapons, 
you may so fight, as to gain the prize and inherit the 
crown : so that the great God, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, he who shall judge the quick and the 
dead. He may be known by you to be your God, 
and you may know yourselves to be his children ; 
bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but bom again of his holy and 
incorraptible seed by the Word of God, bom of 
bis Spirit, and joined unto him in an everlasting 
covenant : that while you live here, you may not 
live to yourselves, but to the glory of God ; and 
when you have finished your course here below, 
you may lay down your heads in peace, and enter 
into everlasting rest with the faithful ; where all 
tears shall be wiped away from your eyes, and 
everlasting joy and gladness shall be the portion of 
your inheritance. 

Let me therefore. Friends, speak freely, and be 
open-hearted unto you, and consider you my words 
in the fear of God, for I am pressed in spirit to 
write to you. 

First, Have you aU turned yourselves to God, who 
was the teacher of Adam, while in his innocency, 
who was the teacher of the Isradites, through his pro- 
phets, and of the true Christians through his Son 
Jesus, — through whom he speaks his will in the 
hearts of all true Christians ? if not, then are you 
yet erring from his Spirit, and going astray 
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from the Loid, who is the teaobeif'of the new 
oovenani. 

Secondly, Know yon the end and design of 
the ooming of Christ ? ere jrou come to an inwavd 
ecperience of what the saae is ? Hearkofc to the 
words of his beloved discaple, who ha» said. For 
Umpmrpau ilu Son of €hd wtu manifesied^ that kt 
wu^t pntan end to sin, and destroy the works^^fftke 
dmnL I John iii. 8. Do yon know this by yoor 
own experience ? Ah ! deceive not youf9elves<; 
wiiere» pmy, does un dwell ? and whei» are the 
works of the devil ? are they not in the hearts of 
men and women f is not that the seat of wiekcd^** 
ness, the tabernacle of sin, the temple of l^e devil ? 
have not men there worshipped his sptrit? 
have not men there bowed down before him? 
and are not all such bom of his evil seed P Must 
not Christ, who is the Seed of God, bmise hia head» 
there destroy his work, and take his langdoaa from 
him ? The sonl, which by Satan is defiled and 
kept in captivity, most not Christ redeem it, purify 
it, and save it P that it may be changed, -and sqar 
soned with the divine seed, and so come to (bear 
the holy image of the same : to that end^ thai; 
Christ may come to dwell in a pure hearty and that 
God may be worshipped in his own ^evangelical 
temple, in his own Spirit in man and woman? 
Wluit of these things are you truly come to know ? 
and what have you felt hereof? Christ is there- 
fore come into the world, even for that very end is 
he called Jesus, namely, that he shouM 4ai?e Ms 
people from their sins; Matt i* 2L and to that end 
has John directed all to himby these WYNKla> *' Be- 
hold the Lamb of God^ which \take(h ainay the ma 
q£ the world**' John, i. 89i « > r 
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' Look now to youFselves, O inhabitants of Chnst- 
tendom ! whether he has taken away your sins^ amd 
what tho6e s&ih affeu Ebiainiiie and 'try yomselves 
by Mb hoJy ligbt> from what evil tMmgs yon aia 
Bdw nedeetned, unto whioh you were before sub-* 
/e(H;; foi?- Christ saves no man from the wraitik of 
Qod>whom he hath not £rst redeemed from sin: 
for, ^tf wa^es of sin is dsath^ aiid whatsoever men 
sow, that they shall reap, in the great and last day 
of'judgmBni. 

f To whom then do you live, my Friends; and in 
what life ? do you lire in the life of God and 
Ghrtst, wherein the saints of old did liTO, tvhose lives 
were MdwUh Christ in God; and who did live> be* 
eattse Christ lived in themP Is the old wine, and 
also the old bottles pnt away P Is the old man 
with all h4s deeds put off P The old evil and 
corrupt g^round, which brings forth all evil and 
corrupt fruits; is that burnt up by the fire of Grod P 
for his word is like a fire« The old heavens, the old 
gendoe of God, in the fallen nature, are they rolled 
up^as a scroll and vesture, and melted through the 
8U»oin^ heat of the burning and judging Spirit o£ 
God ? Are you become as new bottle, which receive 
l^e new wine of the kingdom of God that endures 
for ever ? Have you, my Friends, put on the new 
vmm, whieh after God is created in righteousness 
and inte holiness P Can you feel, that there is 
brought forth in you* the new heaven and the new 
«airth> wherein righteousness dwelleth ? Consider, 
you who truly and sincerely seek to know the Lord 
ftttd his W6itks in you, eatid spend not your money 
four that "Which' is not • breads nor your labour fo¥ that 
which smfiisJiM.'Ttctf ncr wiil> pix»fit any Uiing in 
the day of account ; tbiU; your -souls be not de- 
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cmved, bat that yon may be saved in the day of the 
Lord. 

C(Hne, you that are weary and heavy laden, and 
you that hunger and thiist after righteousness, and 
desire to walk in the purity and righteousnees of 
the saints: be it known unto you, that Jesus 
Christ» who can discharge, ease, help, and save you 
all, he is near you, and stands at the door of your 
hearts, and that he taaits to be graeioug to you ; he 
knocks that you may open unto him. It is he who 
has visited you with his saving light, whereby he 
has manifested your state and condition to you, 
and begotten a holy feeling in you, whereby you 
are become weary of your evil doings, and raises 
up a holy thirst in you after better tilings. Now 
then, if you desire, and expect ever to be filled and 
satisfied from him, then must you receive Mm as h$ 
is revealed, and as his holy will is made known in 
your hearts, and keep yourselves under his holy 
judgments and reproofs ; for the reproofs of instruc* 
tion are the way of eternal life. Prov. vi. 23. Love, 
therefore, that which reproves you for evil, and 
turn from those evils for which you are r^ioved ; 
for Zion shall be redeemed through judgment, and 
her converts with righteousness. Isa. i. 27, iv. 4. 
Love, I say, the judgments of Christ, and submit 
thei^unto, and wait for him, to feel him yet more 
and more, that you thus may say, with one of old, 
" In the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we 
waited for thee: with our souls have we derared 
thee in the night season^ and with our sprrits 
within us will we seek thee early: for when thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn lighteousaeas." Isat xxvi. ^, 9. 
" For judgment," said Christ, ^ am I come into 
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this world," that is, as an holy light, to make ma- 
nifest, and as a righteous judge to condemn all nn-* 
righteousness of men : and all those that love his 
teproofe, and willingly suffer his chastisings, and 
iiKtherly rebukes, they shall see judgment brought 
fmik uiUo victory, and that the prince of this world, 
the corrupt root, the corrupt nature, ground, or 
origin, in you, as wdl as the evil fruits, and un- 
godly works thereof, shall be judged. And when 
this is dcme, and is fulfilled, then you shall know 
what it is to sing his high praises in truth and 
righteousness: then you shall come to sing the 
song of the Lamb ; and know that you, by that 
Lamb, are redeemed and saved. 

But, it may be, some will ask. Who is able to 
perform so great and blessed a work P Fear not, 
you that seek the kingdom of God, and his righ- 
teousness with all your hearts : for God has laid 
help upon Om that is mighty, namely, upon Jesus 
Cbiifll:, and he shall make your sins known unto 
you, and redeem you from all unrighteousness, if 
you will walk ifi his light, as his beloved disciple 
speaks, saying, " If we walk in the light, as- he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
said the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleansetfa 
Its fiXHn all sin.'* I John, i. 7. And, therefore. 
Friends, if you will be saved by the blood of 
Christ, then most you leave and forsake all which 
the light of Christ does condemn in you ; yea, 
you must watch against your own thoughts, words, 
and deeds, that you at unawares may not be over- 
come by the enemy of your souls ; for he comes 
as a thief in the nig^t to destroy you. Do not 
live; nor act, so as to grieve the Holy Spirit of God ; 
but turn your minds frcMoi all evil, in thoughts. 
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spirit and nnderetanding, in their own time and 
willy explain and interpret tho6e matters, wbicb 
tbe saints of old, and the primitive Christians spake 
forth as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ? if 
it be so, then have they not received such work, 
or such victory, through the Holy Sjnrit in them- 
selves, as the saints had experience of. 

Fourthly, Do your preachert Htm your minds io 
the light of Christ, that is, the life in him, which 
shines in your hearts ; which ahne discovers sin to 
the creature, and shows every man what the Lord 
doth require of him ? Do they direct you to that 
light which did lead the saints of old, and, by theix 
believing in the light, made them children of 
light, wherein the nations of them that are saved 
shall walk ? Do they turn you, I say, to this 
light, to this g^race and spirit in yourselves, which 
cometh by Jesus Christ P Does your knowledge, 
feeling, experience, and worship, consist in the 
revelations and works of this blessed principle of 
God s begetting in you P so that your faith and 
hope consist not in words only, (though they may all 
be true in words,) nor in the education of an out- 
ward religious persuasion by vain teachers; but 
that your faith and hope are grounded, and huilded 
upon the power of the living God, who gives victory 
over tbe world, unto all those, who in their hearts 
believe in the light of Jesus : and this blessed 
hope purifies the heart, and fortifies tbe soul. 

Fifthly, When you come to your meetings, both 
preachers and people, what do you do ? Do you 
then gather together bodily only, and kindle afire, 
compassing yourselves about with the sparks of your 
own kindling, and so please yourselves, and walk in 
the light of your own fire, and in the sparks which 
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y(m have kindled ; as those did in the time of old, 
whose portion it was to lie down in sorrow ? Isa. 
1. 11 : or rather, do you sit down in true silence, 
resting from your own will and workings, and 
waitmg upon the Lord, fixed with your minds in 
that light wherewith Christ has enlightened you, 
until the Lord breathes life in you, refresheth you, 
and prepares you and your spirits and souls, to 
make you fit' for his service, that you may offer 
unto him a pure and spiritual sacrifice? For 
that which is bom. of the flesh, is flesh ; and lie that 
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption : 
for flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
€rod : but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall, of the 
Spirit, reap life eternal, through Christ who has 
quickened him. 

What have you felt then, my Friends, of this 
work in your hearts ? has Christ there appeared ? 
what has he done for you ? have you bowed down 
before him, and received him in your hearts ? Is 
he formed in you F Do you live no more, but does 
Christ live in you ? for if you know not Christ to 
be in you, then are you yet reprobates, though you 
confess him in words ; as the Apostle said of old. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

All you, therefore, that hunger and thii-st after 
the righteousness of God's kingdom, which is an 
everlasting blessed kingdom, turn in, my Friends, 
and come to Christ, who stands at the door of your 
hearts and knocks. Rev. iii. 20. He is the Light of 
the world ; and it concerns all true servants of the 
Lord, to direct all men to this light, else they have 
not a right discerning, nor true sight or taste of 
the things of God ; namely, to turn men from dark- 
ness to light, from the kingdom of Satan, to the 

u 
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power^ and kingdom of God ; from the dark in- 
ventions, and human traditions of men, to Christ, 
the great Light of God, the High Priest, and Holy 
Prophet, whom all men must hear, and out of 
whose mouth the law of the Spirit of life must be 
received. By this he judges men in righteous- 
ness, and in him are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. This is the High Priest of all true 
Christians, and their chief treasure. 

Happy, therefore, are all those that receive him 
in their hearts, those that know him to be their 
Light, their Guide, their King, their Lawgiver, 
their Bishop, and their heavenly Shepherd ; who 
follow him through all things, through all persecu- 
tions, and sufferings, and that steadfastly love his 
cross, the power of God, and with all gladness em- 
brace the reproach thereof: who have experienced, 
that without Christ they can do nothing ; John xv. 5; 
and therefore wait for his divine power, strength, 
and wisdom, to govern and guide them. For 
such can receive no testimony from any preachers, 
except that testimony which is given from the holy 
unction, in and through them ; because men, with- 
out Christ, can do nothing, as he has said: for 
men cannot preach, men cannot pray, men cannot 
sing, as it ought to be ; yea, men, without him, 
can do nothing to the praise and glory of God. 
For, it is only the Son of God, that glorifies the 
Father through his children. 

And therefore let him kindle the fire with the 
pure coals from his holy altar ; and do you not 
offer to him in your self-will ; no, Jesus did not 
do his own will, but the will of his Father. So 
let us not do our own, but his will. He has done 
nothing but what his Father bad made known 
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unto him ; and we must all witness what Christ 
has declared unto us, and what he has wrought in 
us, or else we should he false witnesses. " Woman," 
said Christ to his mother, " mine hour is not yet 
come." So that he did wait his Father's time, in 
whose hands the times and seasons are. We must 
wait, hut God orders, and happy are those who do 
his will. "My sheep,*' said Christ, "hear my 
voice and follow me ; but they will not hear the 
voice of strangers." John x. 27. Now, those that 
speak, if their voices and conversations are not 
with the life, the power, and with the Spirit of 
Christ, they are strange voices, (I pray you observe 
well,) and Chrisfs slveep will not sit under such 
voices, nor under such shepherds ; who do but steal 
the words of the prophets and apostles, but do not 
experience them, nor succeed them in their spirits 
and conversations. For Christ's sheep do discern 
those that so teach, from his, for he has given that 
spiritual gift to see them ; which is not to be had, 
nor found in the crafty wisdom of the world, with 
all its human learnings, arts, and sciences; but 
stands in the innocent nature of the true sheep ; 
and for them it is like natural, namely, souls that 
are become harmless, and are arrived at the state of 
a little child, for to such God doth reveal his secrets ; 
because, by the work of regeneration, they are 
become his own begotten ; and to such belongs the 
kingdom of God, and the knowledge of the mys- 
teries thereof. 

Wherefore, pray take notice, how it is with you. 
Is sin revealed ? Yes. Through what ? By the 
light of Christ. But is sin likewise judged? 
Have you submitted yourselves to his light ? And 
are you therewith united ? Is your old self-righ- 

u 2 
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teousness thereby judged? and are thereby all 
your false judgments judged ? Is the prince of 
this world judged in you ? Does Christ go before 
you P And does he give you eternal life ? Exa^ 
mine and search yourselves, for thus he deals with 
his sheep : " I go before them, they follow me, 
and, behold, I give them life eternal." John, 
ch. X. Does Christ go before you, and lead you in 
all your worship, which you do as your bounden 
duty to God ? Do you wait for his leadings ? Is 
it the religion of Christ wherein you walk ? Read 
his holy sermon on the mount Or else, do you go 
before him, and do you climb up another way, 
before he stirs in you, before he moves you, before 
he gives you power and ability to approach his 
throne ? Ah ! true silence before the Lord, is bet- 
ter abundantly than forward prayers and self- 
willed offers, or any traditional and formal per- 
formances: for consider, that it is life eternal to 
know God* Now, no man can know him, who has 
not heard his voice. And no man can liear his 
voice, who is not silent in himself, and waits not pa- 
tiently for him, that he may hear what God will 
speak to his soul, through Christ Jesus, the great, 
holy, and heavenly High Priest of God to man- 
kind, who is the heavenly Prophet also, unto 
all tliem that believe in his name. But, my 
Friends, do you know the fellowship of his holy 
life, of his blessed cross, death, and resurrection P 
Do you confess him inwardly in yourselves, as well 
as outwardly before men ? If so, then has he 
given you life eternal. Again, if you feel not in 
you, life and immortality brought to light, then are 
you yet in your sins, and know not the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sin of the world. For 
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" as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the children of God/' John, i. 12. And 
they know hy the witness of God in themselves, 
that they are of God, as said the beloved dis- 
ciple John, and that the whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness, 1 John V. 19. 

Beloved Friends, beware therefore of idolatry, 
and worshipping of images, I mean the worship of 
inward linages, which is an inward idolatry ; for if 
you show a great aversion against all outward idol- 
atry, yet if you worship God after the imagination 
you have of God, and which you conceive in your 
own minds, without the inspiration of the Almighty, 
you worship images of your own framing, and so 
come to commit idolatry. And therefore, take 
heed that your worship does not consist in your 
own imaginations and self-conceits of God ; and 
do not bow down to such, (which is indeed to your- 
selves,) and then think or presume, that you are 
bowing down to Ood and Christ: when on the 
contrary, it is nothing else but a mere picture of 
your own making. And this is the great abomina- 
tion and loss of poor Christendom, namely. That 
the Spirit which deceives man sits in the place of 
God, and is worshipped as God, (see Daniel xii. 
11, and 2 Thess. ii. 4,) by those that know not 
the true and living God, who is as a consuming fire, 
and as everlasting burnings in the soul against 
sin, righteousness, and judgment of the world. 

Now he that r-evealeth the Father, is the Son, the 
true Light ; for he has said, " No man knoweth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will 
reveal him." Matt xi. 27. Has Christ revealed 
the Father unto you ? Are you come to Jesus ? 
If so, then you have known the godly sorrow, the 
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true mourning, and that repentance which men 
need never to repent of. But if you have not 
known this day of judgment and contrition, then 
are you not come to Christ. Wherefore, come you 
to JesuSf namely t to his appearance in you, by his 
divine Light and Spirit, which every way discovers 
and judges the world's nature, spirit, and image in 
you : for to him is all judgment committed, and 
he will reveal the Father ; yea, he that has seen the 
Son, has likewise seen the Father ; for he is in the 
Father, and the Father is in him. John, xiv. 10, 11. 
If now the manifestation of Jesus in you, as well 
of the Father, as of the Son, is the foundation of 
your knowledge, so that God and Christ, (whom 
to know is life eternal,) are become the holy ob- 
ject of your worship ; then are you real vHMrship- 
pers in his Spirit and truth ; John, iv. 24 ; then are 
you come out from the workmanship, from the will 
and imaginations of your own spirits, and from all 
human worahip, and are come to the worship of 
the Spirit of the living God, and to live in him, be 
led and moved by him in all godly performances ; 
for the spirit of man only knows the things of man, 
but the Spirit of God knows and reveals the things 
of God. 1 Cor. ii. 11. And this worship of his 
kingdom and church, has Christ raised up again in 
these our days, which was set up by Christ sixteen 
hundred years ago. And in this worship have 
the true followers worshipped the Father, before 
the great apostasy from the Spirit and power of the 
Lord broke in upon the primitive ages of the 
church. And after such a glorious manner shall 
it be restored ; yea, so it is already with many 
thousands, whom God, through the appearance of 
Christ in the heart, has gathered, both in our and 
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other countries, whereby he has judged them as men 
in the flesh, (in their fleshly lusts, in their fleshly 
worships,) that they might live unto God and 
Christ, who quickened them by the death of the 
cross, and justified them as men in the spirit risen 
from the dead. 

Glory be therefore to God, who lives and reigns 
on high, that that dark and sorrowful night is 
vanishing, and that the sun-rising of the eternal 
day has already appeared, and is arising more and 
more over the nations in the world : in which day, 
Babylon, the mother of harlots [false worshippers,] 
shall come in remembrance before the God of the 
whole earth ; Rev. xvi. 19; namely, that Babylon, 
which has followed merchandizing with the Scrip- 
ture, and with the souls of men, and has persecuted 
the spiritual seed, the children of God, and faithful 
witnesses of Jesus, (although clothed in sackcloth,) 
because they would not receive her mark, and her 
fine linen too, nor submit to her fleshly birth, in- 
vention, profession, worship, and dominion. Rev. 
xviii. 13, and Rev. xiii. 16. 

This Babylon lives but too much yet in every one, 
of all sorts of people or professors, by whom the 
Truth is held in unrighteousness ; when they see not 
through the light of the Spirit of Christ, and when 
their knowledge and worship of God is not re- 
ceived and performed, by that same blessed Spirit ; 
there, I say, is Babylon, that is, confusion: — " Oh, 
come out of her, my people !" saith the Lord, " and 
I will receive you." 

He that calls God his Father, and is not bom of 
God ; he that calls Christ Lord, and not by the 
Holy Spirit, but meanwhile is serving another 
master; and those that attribute to themselves the 
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words of the regenerate, their revelations, and ex- 
periences, when they are yet unregenerated, and 
have no part therein, but endeavour in all these 
things to make themselves a fair covering ; they 
shall experience in the day of the Lord, that it shall 
profit them nothing ; for, " Wo to those,** saith the 
Lord, " that cover with a covering, and not of my 
Spirit; that take counsel, but not of me.*' Isa. 
XXX. 1. Let, therefore, all those that are yet in 
Babylon, hasten out of her speedily, and you that 
are in the suburbs of that great city, hasten you 
away ; yea, make haste with all speed ! Prepare 
yourselves to meet the Lamb, your Bridegroom ; 
who comes now to you who are mourning, hun- 
gering, and thirsting after him, to lead you out of 
your bewildered states, to his saving light and 
blessed appearance : for now he sees you, and now 
he calls you, and knocks at your doors to come in 
unto you. And therefore open ye unto him, and let 
him in; let him no longer lie as in the manger, nor 
at your doors ; but rather yive him your Itearts, imd 
let him reign over you as a king, for he has bought 
us with his own preciotts blood, and is therefore 
worthy that we serve and honour him, and that he 
reign over us ; and that he be our King and Law- 
giver, who gave his oum life for us, that we should 
not perish, but have everlasting life in him. He has 
laid down his life for you, and can you not lay 
down your sins for his sake ; yea, for your own 
sakes P Consider, that he descended from the 
glory of his Father, to bring you to glory ; and 
can you not depart from the withering glory of 
this world, that you may inherit his glory which 
is everlasting ? It is that wrong, false self in man 
which only hinders it, it is that only which objects 
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against it, that consults, and endeavours to avoid 
the cross. 

This 9elf has in all times been desirous to be in 
great esteem, and has therefore in aJl ages hin- 
dered men from doing the will of God on earth, 
as it is in heaven ; but where self is disannulled, 
and men have had no great esteem for the selfish 
part, but have humbled themselves to the death of 
the cross of Christ, that he might deliver them 
from the wrath to come, and give them an inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of his Father, there the will 
of God will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, 
and therein will the heavenly Father be glorified. 
On the contrary, those that live in sin, they are in 
communion with the devil, and drink his cup of 
unrighteousness: which, however it is sweet in 
the mouth, is afterwards bitter in the belly. And 
though it be sweet here for a time, it shall after- 
wards be crabbed and distasteful. Again, the 
cup of Christ is here bitter in the mouth, but sweet 
hereafter in the belly; here sour, but hereafter 
pleasant : — " You," said he, " shall weep and la- 
ment, but the world shall rejoice:" but observe 
the end hereof, " Your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy," but their rejoicing into weeping. John, 
xvi. 20. 

And this is therefore the word of truth. No man 
shall enjoy the cup of blessing, or drink out of 
the cup of salvation, but he that has first drunk 
of the cup of tribulation ; he that has first known 
his fellowship with the sufiferings of Christ, and 
of his holy mystical cross : for those that suffer 
with him, shall reign with him, and — no cross, no 
crown. 

Lean then upon his breast, for so does the bride 
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in spirit. Cant. viii. 5. Trust in him, and not in 
man, nor in yourselves ; for he will guide you best, 
because he is given you of God, to be your hea- 
venly Guide. And if it should be in a way under 
the cross, (which way is proper to him,) yet it is 
notwithstanding, a way of joy and pleasantness, 
and all his holy paths are peace to those that love 
him. O ! therefore, feel his holy drawings, and 
wait in his light upon his holy movings in your 
souls ; stand still and see his salvation wrought in you, 
by his own arm ; that you may know him to be Jesu^ 
indeed, namely, a Saviour, as well from your sins 
here, as from the wrath to come ; and that he may 
preserve you from vain thoughts, vain words, and 
vain conversations, yea, from the voluntary wor- 
ship of this world, and from the slavish fear of 
man ; to the end that he may work his own work 
in you, and make you conformable to his own 
blessed image ; and that fyou may be made free 
by the Lord, through the power of his everlasting 
gospel, which is now again sounded forth by his 
own angel, to the inhabitants of the earth, calling 
with a loud voice, *' Fear God, and give glory to 
him; for the hour of his judgment is come." 
Rev. xiv. 6, 7. And you must feel this judgment 
in your hearts, that the prince of this world, with 
all his evil seed, with all his wrong plants, and 
appearances, may be judged in you; and that you 
may be witnesses upon earth for God, and the 
Lamb, that sits upon the throne, against all dark- 
ness of men and devils : nay, against death, hell, 
and the grave : and that God may bless you with 
all sorts of blessings in Christ Jesus. 

But yet I find myself pressed in spirit, to give 
you one warning more ; namely, that you would 
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no longer use vain words, though tme in themselves, 
because they are worth nothing, for they take God*s 
name in yain, who use it without life and power. 
And I entreat all those that endeavour to know 
God, and come up to the true life of his dear Son, 
that you make no profession of worship, without the 
feeling, preparing, and ordering of the true and 
overcoming power of God : for such worship is not 
of God: and such professors are poor, lean, naked, 
and miserable people ; yea, they are only as chaff 
among the com. And therefore, beware you of 
that woman Jezebel, the false prophetess, of whom 
the early Christians were warned, who has the 
words, but not the life of the Son of God. Rev. ii. 20. 
Her preaching tends to death, she makes a talk of 
the sound and fame of wisdom, (but will not after- 
wards harbour her when she cries in her streets,) 
she awakens none, she brings no man to God; 
she does not build up in the heavenly work, nor 
administer the right spiritual bread to the soul. 
For Christ only is the Bread which gives life eter- 
nal, and those that unit eat of this bread, must first 
come to him ; John vi. 32, 33, 35, 51 ; let him into 
their hearts as Lord and Master, to provide and 
order his, to his praise, — and a« such must he be 
received, when he appears in the souls, even as a 
refiner's fire, and as a fuller s soap, to purify and 
refine from all unrighteousness ; yea, to reveal unto 
men their sins, and destroy the same with the 
brightness of his coming, and with the spirit of 
his mouth, in which no deceit is found. .He is 
that Light, in the brightness of his coming, which 
you must love, and whose testimony you must 
keep, and he is "the quickening Spirit," whose 
breath of his mouth revives the soul, and destroys 
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the sin that slays it : for all those that come to 
receive him in this o€Sce, in this way, and in this 
work^ shall also know, that he is " the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the world," the 
spiritual Passover, the heavenly Bread, the true 
Vine, which bringeth forth the new wine of the 
kingdom, the blessed Olive-tree ; yea, the Tree of 
life and eternal salvation, which grows in the midst 
of the paradise of God, whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations. Rev. ii. 7. 

This is a salutation to you all, from the holy 
and fervent love which God has poured into my 
heart and soul : who am in a travail to help the 
nations to be gathered to Christ, the Light and 
salvation thereof, that Zion may be the joy and 
Jerusalem the praise of the whole earth Amen, 
Amen! 



(See Page 161.) 

Two Letters from the Princess Elizabeth to 

William Penn, 

Herfoid, the 29ih of October, 1677- 
Dear Friend, 
Your tender care of my eternal well-being doth 
oblige me much, and I will weigh every article of 
your counsel to follow as much as lies in me ; 
but God's grace must be assistant; as you say 
yourself. He accepts nothing that does not come from 
him. If I had made me bare of all worldly goods^ 
and left undone what he requires most, (I mean, 
to do all in and by his Son,) I shall be in no 
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better condition than this present. Let me feel 
him first governing in my heait, then do what he 
requires of me ; but T am not able to teach others, 
being not taught of Grod myself. 

Remember my love to George Fox, Benjamin 
Furly, George Keith, and dear Gertrude.* If you 
write no worse than your postscript, I can make a 
shift to read it» Do not think I go from what I 
spoke to you the last evening ; I only stay to do it 
in a way that is answerable be/ore God and man. 
— ^I can say no more now, but recommend to your 
prayers, 

Your true Friend, 

Elizabeth. 

P. S. I almost forgot to tell you, that my sister 
writes me word, she had been glad you had taken 
your journey by Osnaburg to return to Amster- 
dam. There is also a drossard of Limburg near 
this place, (to whom I gave an exemplar of Robert 
Barclay's Apology,) very desirous to speak with 
some of the Friends. 

This 17th of November, 1677- 
Dear Friend, 
I HAVE received a letter from you, that seemeth 
to have been written at your passage into England, 
which I wish may be prosperous, without date, 
but not without virtus, to spur me on, to do and 
suffer the will of our God. I can say in sincerity 
and truth, "Thy will be done, O God !" because 



* This was Gertrude Diricks, who had visited the Princess. 
She afterwards came to live in England, and was married to 
Stephen Crisp. 
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I wish it heartily ; but I cannot speak in righte- 
ousness, until I possess that righteousness which 
is acceptable unto him. My house and my heart 
shall be always open to those that love him- 
Gichtel has been well satis6ed with the confer- 
ences between you. As for my business, it will 
go as the Lord pleaseth, — and remain in him. 

Your affectionate Friend, 

Elizabeth. 



THE END. 



J* RickerbyrPiinter, Sherbourn Lane 
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John Barclay takes the present opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the satisfactory evidences of encouragement he has re- 
ceived from Suhsctibers to the present undertaking. 

In entering upon this field of labour, it has been his wish, in 
the first place, to bring afresh under the notice of the Society of 
Friends, and of the younger members especially, those valuable il- 
lustrations of Christian principle, to some of whidi they could 
not have access at all, and to most of them not without consider- 
able effort and inconvenience. Another object he had at heart, 
was, to diffuse, more widely than has of later years been attempted 
among the community at large, the practical efficacy of those 
religious views, so faithfrilly maintained by our predecessors in 
profession ; and which, wherever upheld in the same integrity, 
have commanded the esteem of the candid and enlightened of all 
persuasions. And indeed, he has found himself travelling in no 
sectarian by-path, whilst engaged in holding up to view the go- 
verning principle of the lives of many, who adorned the doctrine 
of God, our Saviour. 

His motives being then wholly disinterested, and such as seem 
peculiarly to reconmiend his design to every member of the So- 
ciety of Friends, who is sincerely interested in its well-being, 
John Barclay cannot but feel frdly warranted in cherishing the 
assurance, that the circulation of his Select Series of Books and 
of Tracts wUl increase. Should this be the case, it will alloif 
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him to keep in view the reduction of the prices, especially of the 
Tncts, md enable him to spare no expense, by every desirable 
means, to render the S^es as widely known and as serviceable 
as may be. 

The price of the present volmne is now raised to Four Shil- 
lings; and the next, entitled, " The Life of William 
Dewsbu&y, &C. by the late Edward Smith,*' is to be ready 
for delivery in the dth month, the price to Subscribers being 
likely not to vary materially, if at all, from the very low scale 
of Penn*s Travels. Orders may be left under cover, addressed 
to John Barclay, at William Manley*s, Friends* Meeting House, 
Houndflditch, at the time of the Yearly Meeting, 

The following five Tracts, by William Peon^ forming part 
of the present Work, are now selling separat^y 8(1 the Publish- 
er's, executed in a manner peculiarly neati Where a number 
is wanted for gratuitous distribution, some allowance would be 
made on application to J. B. 



£pistle to the churches. 

Letter to the Prixcsss Elizabeth of the Rhine, 
AND Count B88 of Hornes. 

Call to Christendom. 

Tender Counsel and Advice to those who are 
sensible of their Day of Visitation. 

Address to the Scattered and Hidden Professors 

of Christianity. 



